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COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEE ON HOMELESSNESS NOVEMBER 2, 2023 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

SUBJECT: PUBLIC SAFETY RESPONSE TO HOMELESSNESS 

PREPARED BY: HUMAN SERVICES & RENT STABILIZATION DEPARTMENT 

(Christof Schroeder, Director) 

(Corri Planck, Human Services Manager) 

COMMUNITY SAFETY DEPARTMENT 

(Danny Rivas, Director) 

______________________________________________________________________ 

STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT: 

The Council Subcommittee on Homelessness will receive an update from Community 

Safety staff and the West Hollywood Sheriff Station (LASD) regarding homelessness 

response. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Receive an update from Community Safety staff and LASD regarding homelessness 

response and provide feedback. 

BACKGROUND / ANALYSIS: 

At the most recent meeting of the Council Subcommittee on Homelessness, 

Councilmember Heilman requested LASD attend the next subcommittee meeting to 

discuss LASD’s response to community members experiencing homelessness. Attached 

for reference are relevant WHMC Sections (Attachment A) and the Homeless Initiative 

Guiding Principles (Attachment B). 

OFFICE OF PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY 

COMMUNITY SAFETY DEPARTMENT / COMMUNITY SAFETY - ADMINISTRATION 

AGENDA ITEM 3.A.
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FISCAL IMPACT:   

None. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:  

Attachment A: WHMC Sections  

Attachment B:  Homeless Initiative Guiding Principles 



 

 

Attachment A 

 

West Hollywood 
Municipal Code 

Sections 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



West Hollywood Municipal Code Sections 

9.04.030 Sitting or Lying on Public Ways. 

a. No person shall sit, lie or sleep in or upon any public highway, green belt,
median island, alley, sidewalk, crosswalk or other public place or way open for 
pedestrian or vehicular travel or appurtenant thereto. 

b. The provisions of this section do not prohibit a person from sitting upon a
public highway, green belt, median island, alley, sidewalk, crosswalk or other public 
place if: 

c. Necessitated by the physical disability of such person; or

2. Such person is viewing a legally conducted parade; or

3. Such person is seated on a bench lawfully installed for such purpose.

(Ord. 89-226 § 1, 1989; Ord. 85-102U § 1, 1985; Ord. 85-102 § 1, 1985; prior code § 
4104) 

9.04.040 Obstructing Entrances. 

a. No person shall stand, sit or lie in or at or otherwise physically occupy the
entrance of any place of public assemblage or place open to the public as to obstruct 
such entrance. 

b. No person shall stand, sit, lie or sleep in or at or otherwise physically occupy
the entrance of any building adjacent to a public highway or sidewalk when the building 
is not open for business without the permission of the owner or person in lawful 
possession thereof. 

c. Following an order to disburse by a law enforcement officer, no person shall
stand, sit or lie on or otherwise physically occupy a sidewalk or walkway in a manner as 
to obstruct the reasonable passage of pedestrian traffic or constitute a public safety 
hazard. 

(Ord. 08-789 § 1, 2008; Ord. 04-687 § 1, 2004; Ord. 85-102U § 1, 1985; Ord. 85-102 § 
1, 1985; prior code § 4105) 

9.04.050 Leaving Merchandise and Obstructing Public Ways Prohibited. 

a. No person shall leave or permit to remain outside of the person’s immediate
possession any merchandise, goods, furniture, baggage or any other article of personal 
property on any public highway, alley, sidewalk, parkway, crosswalk, median or other 

ATTACHMENT A



public way open for pedestrian travel, except trash collection receptacles placed in 
accordance with the provisions of this code. 

          b.   No owner or other person in possession or control of property shall allow 
trees, shrubs or any other form of vegetation to encroach from private property onto or 
above any public highway, street, alley, crosswalk or any other way open for pedestrian 
or vehicular travel so as to interfere with or impede pedestrian or vehicular travel, to 
obstruct traffic signs or signals from view, or to reduce or obstruct traffic visibility. 

          c.   No owner or other person in possession or control of property shall without an 
encroachment permit issued by the city allow any structure or portion of a structure to 
encroach from private property onto or above any public highway, street, alley, 
crosswalk or any other way open for pedestrian or vehicular travel. 

(Ord. 07-751 § 3, 2007; Ord. 89-229 § 1, 1989; Ord. 85-102U § 1, 1985; Ord. 85-102 § 
1, 1985; prior code § 4106) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attachment B 

West Hollywood 
Resolution to 

Establish Guiding 
Principles 
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