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WEST HOLLYWOOD
ETHICS REFORM TASK FORCE
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA
MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2020
6:00 P.M.

CITY HALL COMMUNITY MEETING ROOM
8300 SANTA MONICA BOULEVARD
WEST HOLLYWOOD, CA 90069

1. CALL TO ORDER - Chair Guardarrama called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.
A. Chair Guardarrama led the Pledge of Allegiance.
B. Roll Call -
PRESENT: Task Force Members: Ralston, Kanin, and Guardarrama.
ALSO PRESENT: Asst. City Clerk Crowder, City Clerk Quarker, and Assistant City
Attorney Langer.

2. PUBLIC COMMENT:

TED GREEN, WEST HOLLYWOOQOD, spoke about his experience as a campaign
manager. He noted that he is a lobbyist. He expressed concern with Recommendations
1 and 8 in the Task Force Recommendations to the City Council.

GENEVIEVE MORRILL, PRESIDENT/CEO OF THE WEST HOLLYWOOD CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE, spoke regarding the definition of lobbyist. She expressed concern with
the Chamber’s contract with the City if the definition of lobbyist is changed.

MARK LEHMANN, WEST HOLLYWOOQOD, spoke about the definition of a lobbyist.

3. Chair Guardarrama spoke about Recommendation 1 and the need for all campaign
communications to be submitted to the City for legal compliance. He shared that both the
cities of Los Angeles and San Francisco require it. Task Force Member Kanin also noted
that it is educational to the public. Task Force Member Ralston noted that it's also
valuable to other candidates. Chair Guardarrama also noted that one of the
recommendations is that the City enter into a contract with the Fair Political Practices
Commission (FPPC) for enforcement services.

Ms. Morrill spoke about the Chamber of Commerce’s PAC noting that it is separate from
the Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Green commented that submitting all campaign
communications to the City is burdensome. He further commented that ballot initiatives
should not be subject to the requirement. Mr. Guardarrama responded to Mr. Green’s
comments.

Chair Guardarrama spoke about Recommendation 8 and indicated that the City Council
asked the Task Force to look into whether campaign consultants should lobby in the City.
The Task Force noted that they needed a compelling reason to regulate and found none.
He shared that the Task Force recommends the same requirements as the State requires
of lobbyists.
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Chair Guardarrama introduced Recommendation 3. He commented that the City is
behind other cities including Beverly Hills and Los Angeles. The City currently requires
registration; however, the City does not require reporting of money received or expended
to influence municipal action.

ED LEVIN, WEST HOLLYWOOD, spoke in opposition to Recommendation 3.

Chair Guardarrama noted that many other cities require professionals like Mr. Levin’s
profession to register as a lobbyist. He shared that administrative testimony would not
meet the threshold of lobbyist unless there are ex parte communications. Task Force
Member Kanin spoke about the reason for setting a monetary threshold. Chair
Guardarrama mentioned the City of Los Angeles’ Ethics Commission and the two-page
FAQ for land use professionals. He also noted that these recommendations were made
to the City Council in 2015 as well. Ms. Morrill inquired if the Task Force is open to other
definitions of lobbyist.

Chair Guardarrama asked his fellow Task Force members if they are open to exploring
the definition of lobbyist. Task Force Member Kanin read the definition of lobbyist into
the record. Mr. Lehman requested that the definition be less broad. He noted that the
dollar amount threshold isn’t the issue. Chair Guardarrama indicated that the Task Force
is open to discussing further and encouraged feedback from those that spoke under
public comment. Ms. Morrill commented the Chamber of Commerce advocates not
lobbyist.

SHERRIE FRANKLIN, UNKNOWN, spoke about other Chambers of Commerce in the
area.

A discussion ensued regarding whether the West Hollywood Chamber of Commerce
would be subject to the definition of lobbyist.

A discussion ensued regarding the proposed reporting requirements. Chair Guardarrama
commented that the Task Force is recommending quarterly reporting of who paid them,
what topic areas they lobbied, and how much they were paid. Mr. Lehman expressed
concern with attorney/client privilege. Chair Guardarrama responded. The Task Force
discussed the possibility of adding reporting thresholds be considered for lobbyists i.e., if
less than 20% of your work is lobbying then there isn’t a reporting requirement.

The Task Force indicated that the Chamber of Commerce and its members be given two
to three months to provide their comments about the changes to the lobbyist definition
and the proposed reporting requirements.

Assistant City Attorney Langer noted for the record that Recommendation 3 in the draft
City Council Staff Report will be removed from the report until further discussion with the
public. The other recommendations will move forward to the City Council.

Task Force Member Kanin responded to Mr. Green’s earlier comments about campaign
communication reporting recommendations to the City Council.

Assistant City Attorney and Assistant City Clerk Crowder spoke about scheduling the next
Ethics Reform Task Force meeting with the Task Force.
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4. COMMENTS FROM STAFF
5.

Assistant City Attorney and Assistant City Clerk Crowder spoke about scheduling the
next Ethics Reform Task Force meeting with the Task Force.

6. ADJOURNMENT - The Ethics Reform Task Force meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.

APPROVED BY A MOTION OF THE ETHICS REFORM TASK FORCE ON THIS 24" DAY OF
FEBRUARY 2022.
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MELISSA GCROWDER, SECRETARY
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