RESOLUTION NO. PC 17-1203

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COM-MISSION OF
THE CITY OF WEST HOLLYWOOD RECOMMENDING
THAT THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPT A NEGATIVE
DECLARATION FOR THE SUNSET BOULEVARD OFF-
SITE SIGNAGE POLICY; APPROVE AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING SECTIONS 8§19.34.080 AND 8§19.34.090 OF
THE WEST HOLLYWOOD MUNICIPAL CODE TO STRIKE
OUTDATED SIGNAGE LANGUAGE AND REFERENCE
THE SUNSET SPECIFIC PLAN; AND APPROVE A
RESOLUTION AMENDING PART TWO, SECTION 8 OF
THE SUNSET SPECIFIC PLAN TO ADOPT THE NEW
SUNSET BOULEVARD OFF-SITE SIGNAGE POLICY,
WEST HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA.

The Planning Commission for the City of West Hollywood hereby finds, resolves,
and orders as follows:

SECTION 1. In the fall of 2012, the City Council directed staff to develop a new
process for review of off-site sign applications within the Sunset Strip Specific Plan
area. The Sunset Strip is globally recognized for its vibrant combination of signs,
entertainment, and nightlife. The Strip also has the densest concentration of off-site
signage (billboards and tall-walls) on the west coast. Off-Site Signs, while part of the
character of the Sunset Strip, also engendered community discussion about the
appropriate number, placement and quality of the signs to ensure that off-site signs are
good neighbors. Recognizing the rich cultural history and creative energy of advertising
signage on the Sunset Strip, this Policy update aims for a unique experience of high
guality urban design by allowing enhancement to existing signs, limited opportunities for
new off-site advertising signs, incorporation of digital technology, and broadening the
role of art with the creation of the Sunset Strip Billboard District. The City’s current
provisions regulating Off-Site Signage on the Sunset Strip must be amended in order to
conform to direction from the City Council and input from the Sunset Strip community
and the general public.

SECTION 2. An advertisement of the public hearing before the Planning
Commission was published in the West Hollywood Independent and in the Beverly
Press on May 18, 2017 and notices were mailed to property owners and tenants within
500 feet of Sunset Boulevard, and to Neighborhood Watch groups. A Notice of Intent to
adopt a Negative Declaration was published in the West Hollywood Independent and
the Beverly Press on April 6 2017 and notices were mailed to property owners and
tenants within 500 feet of Sunset Boulevard, and to Neighborhood Watch groups.
Copies of the Planning Commission staff report have been on file at the West
Hollywood City Hall and West Hollywood Library since May 25, 2017. The noticed
Public Hearing on June 1, 2017 was continued to date certain of June 15, 2017 and
public testimony was heard on June 15, 2017.
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SECTION 3. Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act, staff prepared
an Initial Study and a Negative Declaration regarding this project. The evidence in the
initial study demonstrates that all impact categories are less than significant. The
policies were crafted with input from experts to regulate light levels, urban design, digital
operations location, height, cultural resources, identified public viewsheds and number
of new and modified signs. The public comment period for the Negative Declaration
started on April 6, 2017 and ended on April 27, 2017. The comments received are
addressed in the response to Comment section of the Final Initial Study Negative
Declaration for the Sunset Strip Off-Site Signage Policy The negative declaration
prepared for this project reflects the City’s independent judgment and analysis. The
Planning Commission finds that there is no substantial evidence that the program would
have a significant impact on the environment.

SECTION 4. The Planning Commission of the City of West Hollywood hereby
finds that Zone Text Amendment 2017-0004 is consistent with the Goals and Policies of
the General Plan, specifically Policy LU-15, which states that the City should “maintain
Sunset Boulevard as a regional, national, and international destination for
entertainment, and the primary economic engine of the City” and Policy LU-16, which
states the City should “maximize the iconic urban design value and visual creativity of
signage in West Hollywood.” The policy reflects a vision for state of the art off-site off-
site signage practices that benefit the Sunset Strip with improved pedestrian orientation,
support for the arts, and enhanced urban design so that the Strip remains iconic and
continues to welcome visitors. Additionally, public art programming brings new visitors
to the Strip, technology upgrades enhances the synergy of entertainment, advertising,
historic resources and the arts, buildings with integrated billboards create a vibrant
experience, and; billboards contribute positively to the excitement of the Strip without
negative impacts to nearby residential neighborhoods. Further, the off-site signage
policy will conform to the Sunset Specific Plan in meeting the goals for sustaining high
guality urban design, economic development, and preservation of cultural resources
and does not impede the City’s ability to meet is General Plan and SSP goals.

SECTION 5. Based on the foregoing, the Planning Commission of the City of
West Hollywood hereby recommends approval to the City Council of Zoning Text
Amendment 2017-0004, which is attached as Attachment A, and Specific Plan
Amendment 2017-0001, which is attached hereto as Attachment B.

Attachment A: Zone Text Amendments, 9.34.080 Off-Site signs

Attachment B: Sunset Specific Plan Amendment: Sunset Boulevard Off-Site Signage
Policy

Attachment C: Final Initial Study Negative Declaration for the Sunset Strip Off-Site
Signage Policy
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PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Planning Commission of the City
of West Hollywood at a regular meeting held this 15" day of June, 2017 by the following
vote:

AYES: Commissioner:

NOES: Commissioner:

ABSENT: Commissioner:

ABSTAIN: Commissioner:

DAVID AGHAEI, CHAIRPERSON

ATTEST:

BIANCA SIEGL, PLANNING MANAGER
LONG RANGE AND MOBILITY PLANNING

Decisions of the Planning Commission are subject to appeal in accordance with the
procedures set forth in West Hollywood Municipal Code Chapter 19.76. Any action to
challenge the final decision of the City of West Hollywood made as a result of the public
hearing on this application must be filed within the time limits set forth in Code of Civil
Procedure Section §1094.6.
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ATTACHMENT A

(New text indicated in bold underline, deleted text indicated with strikethreugh)
Section 1. Section 19.34.080 of Chapter 19.34 of Title 19 of the West Hollywood Municipal
Code is amended to read as follows

19.34.080 Off-Site Signs Not on Sunset Boulevard.

A. Purpose. This section provides standards for off-site signs, including standard-and
ereative-bilbeards, district identification signs, large screen video signs, ard-tal-wal-sighs not
on Sunset Boulevard. .

B. Applicability. All off-site signs, on Sunset Boulevard are governed by the Sunset
Boulevard Off-Site Signage Policy Part Two: Section 8 of the Sunset Specific Plan (SSP).
District Identification Signs are governed by Section (E) below and with-the-exception-of
large screen VIdeo 3|gns are aIIowed in the CR zone |n compllance Wlth subsection {H)—(_)
below, of i

Area—meempmnee—w&h—subseeumq-@)—belew (FGFGt-h(-H—d—I—SI—HGt—S— Also see Sectlon 19.34. 090 -
Prohibited and Restricted Signs.)

C. Permit Requirement. A sign permit issued in compliance with Section 19.34.100 (Sign
Permits) shall be required for any off-site signs allowed under the provisions of this section,
except where a different permit requirement is established by this section or the SSP. for a
specific type of sign.

D. Approval Authority. The Commission shall have the authority to approve district
identification signs and large-screen video signs not on Sunset Boulevard, eenditional-use

permits for tall wall signs, second sides for existing billboards, and new billboards integrated into
new-construction. The Director may approve all other off-site signs not on Sunset Boulevard

and to the extent permitted under this Code.
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G. E. District Identification Signs. A district identification sign is an off-site sign for the
identification of a specific district or center identified in the General Plan or a business
improvement or redevelopment area approved by the Council.

1. Procedure. Hearing notice shall be sent to all businesses within a district or
redevelopment area, or to owners of property within 500 feet of the site, whichever is less.

2. Standards. District identification signs shall not:

a. Interfere with pedestrian or vehicular safety to the satisfaction of the Director of
Transportation and Public Works;

b. Detract from the pedestrian quality of the surrounding area; or
c. Add to an over-proliferation of signs on one property or in an area.

3. Maintenance Agreement Required. The owner of the sign shall enter into an
agreement with the city for funding the ongoing cleaning, maintenance, and repair of the sign
subject to the approval of the Director of Transportation and Public Works.

H. E. Large Screen Video Signs.

1. Criteria for Eligibility. Large screen video signs shall be allowed only in
conjunction with new construction of 5, 000 square feet or more. Large screen VIdeo 5|gns may
be approved-s

Seven%—theéwasetépeemeplane; when the S|gns are Iocated in the CR zone and meet aII of

the following criteria:
a. The site where the sign is located is designated gateway node under the General

Plan.

b. The site where the sign is located is designated a light way or glow way under
the Santa Monica Boulevard Master Plan.

c. The large screen video sign is a component of a special lighting concept
contributing the project’s gateway status as a glow way or light way as required by the Santa
Monica Boulevard Master Plan.

2. Procedure. Public notice shall be provided as required by Chapter 19.48 for a
Development Permit.

3. Standards. Proposed video signs shall comply with the following standards:
a. The sign shall be at least 100 square feet in screen area.

alowed-

———¢. Ifthesignis located in the CR zone, the sign shall be at least 200 feet away
from any residentially zoned property and 1,000 feet away from any other large screen video in
West Hollywood.

d. If the sign is located in the CR zone, the sign shall be no larger than 500 square
feet in size.

e. Off-site advertising shall be limited to the large-screen video portion of the
sign.
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—— 4. Time Limits and Extensions. Large screen video signs shall be installed within two
years from the date of approval. The Director may, upon request before the expiration date,
extend the permit one time for an additional six months in compliance with

Chapter 19.62 (Permit Implementation, Time Limits, and Extensions).
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Section 2. Subsection 19.34.090.A.4 of Section 19.34.090 of Chapter 19.34 of Title 19 of the

West Hollywood Municipal Code is amended to read as follows:

4. Off-site signs not specifically allowed by the provisions of Section 19.34.080 (Off-
Site Signs_Not on Sunset Boulevard) or the Sunset Specific Plan;
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ATTACHMENT B

Sunset Specific Plan Part 2 Chapter 8, Billboards and Art Policy is hereby deleted, and
replaced with the following document:
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