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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Overview of the Project 

The Creative Billboard and Creative Tall Wall Zoning Text and Sunset Specific Plan 

Amendments (proposed project) would amend the City of West Hollywood’s Zoning Ordinance 

and the Sunset Specific Plan to allow for creative tall wall signs and to revise existing regulations 

for creative billboards. The revised regulations would apply to existing and entitled billboards 

and tall wall signs along a 1.6-mile corridor of Sunset Boulevard known as the Sunset Strip.
1
 The 

proposed project would not entitle new billboards or tall wall signs; rather, it would provide 

regulations for temporary, creative modifications to existing and entitled billboards and tall wall 

signs. These modifications would be required to meet the definition of “creative elements” set 

forth in the proposed zoning text amendments and would be required to conform to the proposed 

regulations, which include specifications for size, lighting, time limits, and approval processes. 

The temporary addition of creative elements to existing off-site signs (i.e., tall wall signs and 

billboards) would be approved through a ministerial process. As such, this document analyzes 

the potential environmental effects of installing, operating, and deconstructing creative billboards 

and creative tall wall signs within the project area in accordance with the standards set forth in 

the proposed zoning text amendments. The proposed zoning text amendments incorporate a 

number of regulations to avoid or minimize the effects of creative off-site signs on visual 

character or quality. 

Implementation of the proposed project would require approval by the City of West Hollywood’s 

City Council. If the proposed project is approved, creative billboards and creative tall wall signs 

would be allowed within the project area without discretionary approval only if they comply with 

the regulations set forth in the proposed zoning text amendments.  

1.2 California Environmental Quality Act 

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) applies to proposed projects initiated by, 

funded by, or requiring discretionary approvals from state or local government agencies. The 

proposed project constitutes a project as defined by CEQA (California Public Resources Code 

Section 21000 et seq.). CEQA Guidelines Section 15367 states that a “Lead Agency” is “the 

public agency which has the principal responsibility for carrying out or approving a project.” 

                                                                 
1
  The Sunset Specific Plan, a planning document adopted in 1996 that sets forth development policies for the 

Sunset Strip, states that the Sunset Strip is 1.2 miles long. More recent studies cite a length of 1.6 miles, which 

will be used for the purposes of this document.   



Creative Billboard and Creative Tall Wall Zoning Text and SSP Amendments  
Initial Study / Negative Declaration 

  8727 
 2 August 2015  

Therefore, the City of West Hollywood (City) is the lead agency responsible for compliance with 

CEQA for the proposed project. 

As lead agency for the proposed project, the City must complete an environmental review to 

determine if implementation of the proposed project would result in significant adverse 

environmental impacts. To fulfill the purpose of CEQA, an Initial Study has been prepared to 

assist in making that determination. Based on the nature and scope of the proposed project and 

the evaluation contained in the Initial Study environmental checklist (contained herein), the City, 

as the lead agency, concluded that a Negative Declaration is the proper level of environmental 

documentation for this proposed project. The Initial Study shows that impacts caused by the 

proposed project would be less than significant. This conclusion is supported by CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15070, which states that a Negative Declaration can be prepared when “(a) 

the initial study shows that there is not substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before 

the agency, that the project may have a significant effect on the environment, or (b) the initial 

study identifies potentially significant effects, but (1) revisions in the project plans or proposals 

made by, or agreed to by the applicant, before a proposed mitigated negative declaration and 

initial study are released for public review would avoid the effects or mitigate the effects to a 

point where clearly no significant effects would occur; and (2) there is no substantial evidence, in 

light of the whole record before the agency, that the project as revised may have a significant 

effect on the environment.” 

1.3 Definitions 

The types of billboards and signs within the City are defined in Chapter 19.90, Definitions/ 

Glossary, of the City’s Zoning Ordinance, with further descriptions and specifications contained 

in Chapter 19.34, Sign Standards. The Sunset Specific Plan (SSP) also contains definitions and 

guidelines for off-site signs along Sunset Boulevard within the City. Several definitions in 

Chapter 19.90 of the Zoning Ordinance are being revised as part of this proposed project. See 

Section 2.4 for details on the proposed revisions.  

Signage terms relevant to the proposed project are defined below using information from the 

existing Zoning Ordinance, the proposed zoning text amendments, and the SSP. The existing and 

proposed approval processes for each sign type is identified.  

Off-Site Sign. An off-site sign is a sign that identifies a use, facility, service, or product that is 

not located, sold, or manufactured on the same premises as the sign or which identifies a use, 

service, or product by a brand name which, although sold or manufactured on the premises, does 

not constitute the principal item for sale or manufactured on the premises (Zoning Ordinance 

Section 19.90.020). As listed in the existing Zoning Ordinance Section 19.34.080, Off-Site 
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Signs, the different types of off-site signs are creative billboards, standard billboards, district 

identification signs, large screen video signs, and tall wall signs. The proposed zoning ordinance 

amendments that are discussed in this document would amend the existing requirements for 

creative billboards and would add the category “Creative Tall Wall Sign” (along with 

regulations) to the existing list of off-site sign types.  

On-Site Sign. A sign that advertises something that is sold or produced on the premises. The 

proposed zoning text amendments would not change or otherwise affect existing regulations for 

on-site signs.  

Billboard. An off-site sign with minimum dimensions of 12 feet by 20 feet and maximum 

dimensions of 20 feet by 60 feet (Zoning Ordinance Section 19.90.020; SSP p.134). Billboards 

along Sunset Boulevard are mounted using a variety of configurations, including roof mountings, 

one pole, and multiple poles. Billboards are permitted at the locations expressly identified in the 

City’s Sunset Boulevard Billboard Inventory if they comply with the regulations set forth in 

Section 19.34.080(F) of the Zoning Ordinance.  

Creative Billboard. A billboard that temporarily incorporates creative elements such as moving 

parts, innovative media, three-dimensional or structural projections and/or other unusual 

characteristics that would substantially differ from a traditional flat surface billboard (Zoning 

Ordinance Section 19.90.020; SSP p.135). Under the existing Zoning Ordinance, creative 

billboards are permitted along the majority of Sunset Boulevard with either ministerial or 

discretionary approval (depending on the amount of time that the creative elements would 

remain in place) if they comply with the regulations set forth in Section 19.34.080(E) of the 

Zoning Ordinance. Under the proposed zoning text amendments, creative billboards would be 

permitted with ministerial approval (see Section 2.4 for details).  

Tall Wall Sign. A tall wall sign operates in a manner similar to a billboard; however, the 

advertisement is applied directly to the exterior wall of an existing structure, rather than being 

affixed to a freestanding pole like a traditional billboard. Tall wall signs are permitted with 

discretionary approval along the majority of Sunset Boulevard if they comply with the 

regulations set forth in Section 19.34.080(I) of the Zoning Ordinance.  

Creative Tall Wall. A tall wall which may incorporate elements including enlarged size, 

irregular shape, thematic lighting, moving parts, participatory attributes, three dimensional or 

structural projections or extensions, alternative or unique materials, and/or other unusual 

characteristics that would substantially differ from a traditional flat surface tall wall of standard 

size. The existing Zoning Ordinance does not contain regulations for creative tall walls.  



Creative Billboard and Creative Tall Wall Zoning Text and SSP Amendments  
Initial Study / Negative Declaration 

  8727 
 4 August 2015  

Creative Element(s). Refers to the items that can be temporarily affixed to a billboard or a 

tall wall sign to turn that sign into a creative billboard or creative tall wall sign. Under the 

existing Zoning Ordinance, these elements are allowed on billboards upon either ministerial 

or discretionary review (the level of review depends on how long the creative elements 

would be in place).  

Creative Off-Site Sign Conversions. For the purposes of this document, this term refers to the 

act of converting an existing off-site sign to a creative off-site sign by adding one or more 

creative elements to the existing sign. The existing off-site sign remains in place; however, it is 

modified to temporarily display one or more creative elements.   
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2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

2.1 Location and Setting 

The proposed project would apply to existing and entitled billboards and tall wall signs 

located within the SSP area (project area). The project area consists of the portion of Sunset 

Boulevard that extends through the City and the street-fronting parcels to the north and south 

of Sunset Boulevard.  

Sunset Boulevard extends along the northern portion of the City, with regional access 

provided via U.S. Route 101 (the Hollywood Freeway), which is located approximately 3 

miles east of the project area. Figure 1 shows the regional location of the project area, and 

Figure 2 shows the boundaries of the project area. The project area extends approximately 

1.6 miles between Sunset Hills Road on the west and just west of Havenhurst Drive on the 

east (SSP, p.9). The City of Beverly Hills is to the west and the City of Los Angeles is to the 

east and north of the project area.  

Local access to the project area is provided via major north/south and east/west roads. Major 

east/west roads include Sunset Boulevard, which extends through the center of the project 

area; Santa Monica Boulevard, located approximately 0.30 mile south of the project area; and 

Fountain Avenue, located approximately 0.20 mile south of the project area. Major 

north/south streets that intersect the project area, listed from west to east, include Doheny 

Drive, San Vicente Boulevard, and La Cienega Boulevard. Crescent Heights Boulevard is 

another major north/south road that intersects Sunset Boulevard approximately 0.14 mile east 

of the eastern project area boundary. 

Sunset Boulevard is a highly urbanized area within the City and is an internationally known 

corridor, historically recognized for its entertainment uses, restaurants, and nightlife. The street 

extends along the base of the Hollywood Hills and is therefore characterized by rolling 

topography with frequent curves along the street. It contains a mix of low- and high-rise 

buildings, most of which front directly onto the street. Billboards and tall wall signs are also 

dominant elements of the visual environment and contribute to the iconic image of the Sunset 

Strip. The urbanized nature of Sunset Strip combined with the abundance of entertainment and 

tourist destinations, leads to a high level of automobile and pedestrian activity.  

The majority of properties fronting Sunset Boulevard are developed with commercial uses, 

although several properties are developed with multi-family residential units. The areas to the 

north and south of Sunset Boulevard are primarily developed with single- and multi-family 

residences, and the areas to the east and west are developed with a mixture of single- and multi-

family residences and commercial uses.  



Creative Billboard and Creative Tall Wall Zoning Text and SSP Amendments  
Initial Study / Negative Declaration 

  8727 
 6 August 2015  

The project area encompasses the same area as the SSP area, since the proposed zoning text 

amendments would apply to the SSP area only. Accordingly, the majority of the project area is 

designated and zoned as SSP (Sunset Specific Plan) in the City of West Hollywood General Plan 

and Zoning Ordinance. Two parcels on the south side of Sunset Boulevard toward the eastern 

terminus of the project area are zoned PF (Public Facilities). These parcels are occupied by the 

William S. Hart Park and Off-Leash Dog Park (City of West Hollywood 2011a, 2011b). The SSP 

was adopted by the City in 1996 to guide development along the portion of Sunset Boulevard 

that extends through the City (City of West Hollywood 1996).  

2.2 Background 

The Sunset Strip has a rich history of innovative and creative signs, most notably its custom-

painted billboards from the 1960s and 1970s that were driven by the music industry and 

advertised its artists and their album releases and concert performances. The hotels, restaurants, 

bars, and fashion-based retail along the Sunset Strip have established it as a major driver for the 

City’s local economy. However, the billboards along the Sunset Strip are no longer seen as 

creative or innovative compared to many of the sign designs, advertisers, and products that can 

be seen on off-site signs along major streets throughout the Los Angeles area.  

The proposed zoning text amendments were developed to improve and revitalize the off-site 

signs along the Sunset Strip by encouraging distinctive and innovative content. The proposed 

zoning text amendments would apply to the existing 81 sign faces within the project area and are 

intended to encourage advertisers to add temporary creative elements to these existing sign faces. 

Examples of existing billboards and tall wall signs in the project area are shown in Figure 3 and 

Figure 4, and examples of a creative billboard and a creative tall wall sign are shown in Figure 5. 

Of the existing sign faces in the project area, 71 are billboard faces (constituting a total of 55 

billboards
2
) and 10 are tall wall signs. A complete inventory and map of the existing off-site 

signs and a list of the approved but unbuilt off-site signs (including one additional digital sign 

that is not a part of this analysis) are included in Appendix A.  

  

                                                                 
2
  Of the 55 existing billboards, 2 are substandard billboards, meaning that creative elements or other 

improvements are not permitted to occur on those 2 signs.  
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FIGURE 2
Project Area
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FIGURE 3

Billboard Examples
CREATIVE BILLBOARD AND CREATIVE TALL WALL ZONING TEXT AND SSP AMENDMENTS PROJECT

SOURCE: Selbert Perkins Design 2015
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FIGURE 4

Tall Wall Sign Examples
CREATIVE BILLBOARD AND CREATIVE TALL WALL ZONING TEXT AND SSP AMENDMENTS PROJECT

SOURCE: Selbert Perkins Design 2015
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Creative Billboard and Creative Tall Wall Sign Examples
CREATIVE BILLBOARD AND CREATIVE TALL WALL ZONING TEXT AND SSP AMENDMENTS PROJECT

SOURCE: SOURCE: Selbert Perkins Design 2015
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2.3 Objectives 

The primary objectives of the proposed project are as follows: 

 Allow for creative tall wall signs in the project area. 

 Increase the number of creative billboards that are implemented on billboards in the 

project area. 

 Balance innovation to encourage creative off-site signs that are consistent with the 

vibrant character of the Sunset Strip while minimizing or avoiding potential 

aesthetic nuisances. 

 Streamline the process of approving creative off-site signs. 

 Improve the quality of off-site signs through creativity and innovation. 

 Increase the vitality and energy of the Sunset Strip through creativity and innovation in 

its off-site signs. 

2.4 Project Details 

The regulatory topics addressed in the proposed zoning text amendments consist of  

the following:   

 Permitting processes 

 Time limits  

 Creative elements that may be added to an existing billboard/tall wall sign 

 Size restrictions for creative billboards/tall wall signs that incorporate three-dimensional 

(3D) elements and 3D extensions 

 Safety standards 

 Landscaping standards 

 Aesthetic standards, including lighting standards 

The proposed zoning text amendments are shown below. All text involving creative tall wall 

signs would be new and portions of the existing text for creative billboards would be modified. 

Changes are presented in strikethrough text (i.e., strikethrough) signifying deletions and 

underlined text (i.e., underline) signifying additions. The proposed amendments to the SSP are 

shown below the zoning text amendments.  
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19.34.080 Off-Site Signs. 

          A.  Purpose. This section provides standards for off-site signs, including standard and 

creative billboards, district identification signs, large screen video signs, and tall wall signs. 

          B.   Applicability. With the exception of large screen video signs allowed in the CR 

zone in compliance with subsection (H), below, off-site signs may be allowed in compliance 

with this section only within the SSP (Sunset Specific Plan) zoning district in compliance 

with the Sunset Specific Plan, and within the Eastside Redevelopment Project Area in 

compliance with subsection (K), below. (For other districts, see Section 19.34.090 - 

Prohibited and Restricted Signs.) 

          C.   Permit Requirement. A sign permit issued in compliance with 

Section 19.34.100 (Sign Permits) shall be required for any off-site signs allowed under the 

provisions of this section, except where a different permit requirement is established by this 

section for a specific type of sign. 

          D.  Approval Authority. The Commission shall have the authority to approve district 

identification signs, large-screen video signs, conditional use permits for tall wall signs, 

creative billboards requested for periods longer than six months, second sides for existing 

billboards, and new billboards integrated into new construction. The Director may approve 

all other off-site signs. 

          E.  Billboards - Creative. A creative billboard may be approved as a temporary 

modification to an existing billboard, in compliance with this section. The following regulations 

are intended to encourage creatively designed billboards that make a positive visual contribution 

to Sunset Boulevard and to the overall image of the city. 

1.   Limitation on Location. Creative billboards may be approved only within 

the SSP (Sunset Specific Plan) zoning district and only in conjunction with an 

existing billboard. 

2.   Approval Authority. A creative billboard is subject to approval by the Director 

or the Commission based on the proposed length of display of the creative billboard per 

subsection (3), below. A Director-approved creative billboard shall not be subsequently 

considered for approval or extension by the Commission. 
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3.   Time Limit. 

a.    The Director may approve the placement of a creative billboard for a 

maximum period of six twelve months. No extensions of the approved time limit 

are One six-month time extension may be approved or denied permitted by the 

Director and the creative billboard shall be removed immediately upon expiration.  

Certain types of physical extensions may be installed for a longer period, as 

allowed by state law. 

b.   The Commission may approve the placement of a creative billboard 

for a maximum of two years, and may grant extensions of time to the two-year 

limit at its discretion, provided that the sign continues to meet the intentions and 

requirements of this section. 

4.   Standards. A creative billboard shall be designed and located in compliance 

with all of the following standards. 

a.   The creative billboard shall alter an existing billboard without 

changing its location, or exceeding the height limitations identified in the Sunset 

Specific Plan. Any enlargement of the billboard shall be designed as an integral 

part of the billboard image and contribute to the overall creativity of its design. 

b.   The creative billboard shall be properly sited and well integrated 

within the context of its surroundings. 

c.   The creative billboard shall not have more impact on public or private 

views than the building envelope allowed by the Sunset Specific Plan. 

c.   Creative billboards shall be an inventive and original representation of 

the product or business being advertised.  The creative billboard shall exhibit one 

or more of the following elements: 

(1) Three-dimensional props and extensions 

(2) Extensions with cut-out shapes or voids 

(3) Integrated thematic lighting such as neon, LED, images which change 

from day to night through lighting effects, projected light, video 

projections, or other emerging technologies.  

(4) Moving or animated mechanical elements. 
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(5) Different daytime and nighttime images. 

(6) Hand-painted graphics or graphics crafted on-site 

(7) Alternative textures and materials, such as plants and vegetation. 

(8) Live action. 

(9) Innovative technologies such as passive participatory attributes or 

three-dimensional anamorphic illusions over multiple surfaces. 

(1)  Architectural: The proposed creative billboard is compatible with the 

architectural elements of the structures or site; or 

(2)  Media: The proposed creative billboard incorporates neon, unique 

lighting techniques, electronic graphics, moving or animated mechanical 

elements, three-dimensional elements, City of West Hollywood logo, or 

other creative concepts deemed appropriate by the review authority. Use 

of LCD or LED technology as part of a creative sign may only be 

approved by the Planning Commission. 

d.  The following elements do not qualify as creative for the purposes of a creative 

billboard: use of color, and/or use of stretched vinyl material. 

e.  Creative billboards that incorporate three-dimensional elements and extensions 

shall also meet the following criteria: 

(1) The area of any extension shall not be more than 25% of the overall area 

of the existing billboard sign face, or the maximum area allowed by state 

law for customary maintenance, whichever is greater. 

(2) No extension shall exceed 100’ above the adjacent sidewalk on Sunset 

Boulevard as taken from the curb at the nearest point to the sign support. 

(3) Extensions shall not project more than 25’ from any billboard edge. 

(4) Extensions shall have a distinct shape and shall not be used to uniformly 

expand the area of the billboard. 

ef.   Moving or changing visuals shall be timed to not cause confusion driver 

distraction or interfere with the flow of traffic, or otherwise adversely impact public 
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health, safety, or welfare. Moving or changing visuals shall be designed to minimize the 

impact on neighboring residential uses. 

fg.    The creative billboard shall not result in removal or substantial alteration of 

trees or landscaping in nearby public parks or in the public right-of-way. Any trimming 

deemed by the city to be reasonable to accommodate a sign shall be undertaken only by 

the city’s Landscape and Maintenance Division. 

gh.   Lighting of the creative billboard shall be designed to minimize glare onto 

other properties and uses.  Creative billboards that incorporate thematic lighting shall also 

meet the following criteria: 

(1) The creative billboard shall be located and designed not to cause light and 

glare impacts on neighboring residential uses. The light emitted from the 

subject property at any adjacent residential property line shall not exceed three 

footcandles above existing light levels.  Glare shall not exceed a 30:1 contrast 

ratio, or latest IESNA standards. 

(2) Light shall not have stroboscopic or flashing effects. 

(3) Lighting shall not transition suddenly and/or repetitively between light  

and dark. 

(4) Moving light shall flow smoothly across the surface(s) of the billboard and not 

oscillate, rapidly pulse, or suddenly change direction. 

(5) Projected light shall not spill beyond the surface(s) of the billboard and onto 

adjacent parcels and/or surfaces. 

(6) Animated or moving light shall not be in operation from 2:00 AM through 45 

minutes before sunrise. 

(7) Digital images are not permitted. 

[No changes to existing Sections F-I are proposed—text not included] 

J.    Tall Wall Signs - Creative. A creative tall wall sign may be approved as a temporary 

modification to an existing tall wall, in compliance with this section. The following regulations 

are intended to encourage creatively designed tall walls that make a positive visual contribution 

to Sunset Boulevard and to the overall image of the city. 
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1.   Limitation on Location. Creative tall walls may be approved only within 

the SSP (Sunset Specific Plan) zoning district and only in conjunction with an 

existing tall wall. 

2.   Approval Authority. A creative tall wall is subject to approval by the Director. 

3.   Time Limit.   The Director may approve the placement of a creative tall wall 

for a maximum period of twelve months.  One six-month extension may be permitted by 

the Director and the creative tall wall shall be removed immediately upon expiration. 

4.   Standards. A creative tall wall shall be designed and located in compliance 

with all of the following standards. 

a.   The creative tall wall shall alter an existing tall wall without changing 

its location. Any enlargement of the tall wall shall be designed as an integral part 

of the tall wall image and contribute to the overall creativity of its design. 

b.   The creative tall wall shall be properly sited and well integrated within 

the context of its surroundings. 

c.   The creative tall wall shall exhibit one or more of the  

following elements: 

(1) Three-dimensional props and extensions 

(2) Extensions with cut-out shapes  or voids 

(3) Integrated thematic lighting such as neon, LED, images which change 

from day to night through lighting effects, projected light, video 

projections, or other emerging technologies.  

(4) Moving or animated mechanical elements. 

(5) Different day-time and night-time images. 

(6) Hand-painted graphics or graphics crafted on-site 

(7) Alternative textures and materials, such as plants and vegetation. 

(8) Live action. 
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(9) Innovative technologies such as passive participatory attributes or 

three-dimensional anamorphic illusions over multiple surfaces. 

(10) Text covering the tall wall surface, when such text is an artistic 

component of the sign. 

d.   The following elements do not qualify as creative for the purposes of a 

creative tall wall: color and/or use of stretched vinyl material. 

e.  The area of an approved creative tall wall containing text shall not 

exceed 15 percent of the total sign area as measured in compliance with 

Section 19.34.040(C) (Measurement of Sign Area), except as described in 

19.34.080(J)(4)(c)(10), above.   

f.  Creative tall walls that incorporate three-dimensional elements and 

extensions shall also meet the following criteria: 

(1) The area of any prop or extension shall not be more than 10% of the 

overall area of the existing tall wall or 1,000 square feet, whichever is 

smaller, measured as the total area of material. 

(2) No extension shall extend more than 25’ from any edge of the existing 

tall wall. 

(3) Extensions may wrap or project beyond a building corner, with the 

following limitations 

a. The area of the extension wrapping a corner may not exceed 

500 square feet, and must be an integrated and continuous part 

of the main advertising image on the existing tall wall sign. 

b. The area of the extension may not contain text. 

c. The extension shall have a distinct shape and shall not be used 

to uniformly expand the area of the tall wall sign.   

(4) Three-dimensional props and extensions projecting over property lines 

must obtain written permission from adjacent property owners. 

h.   Moving or changing visuals shall be timed to not cause driver 

distraction or interfere with the flow of traffic, or otherwise adversely impact 
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public health, safety, or welfare. Moving or changing visuals shall be designed to 

minimize the impact on neighboring residential uses. 

i.    The creative tall wall shall not result in removal or alteration of trees 

or landscaping in nearby public parks or in the public right-of-way.  

j.   Lighting of the creative tall wall shall be designed to minimize glare 

onto other properties and uses. Creative tall walls that incorporate thematic 

lighting or projections shall also meet all of the following criteria: 

(1) The creative tall wall shall be located and designed not to cause light 

and glare impacts on neighboring residential uses. The light emitted 

from the subject property at any adjacent residential property line shall 

not exceed three footcandles above existing light levels.  Glare shall 

not exceed a 30:1 contrast ratio, or latest IESNA standards. 

(2) Light shall not have stroboscopic or flash effects. 

(3) Lighting shall not transition suddenly and/or repetitively between light 

and dark. 

(4) Moving light shall flow smoothly across the surface(s) of the tall wall 

and not oscillate, rapidly pulse, or suddenly change direction. 

(5) Projected light shall not spill beyond the surface(s) of the tall wall and 

onto adjacent parcels or surfaces. 

(6) Light shall not be projected onto surfaces which are highly reflective 

or composed primarily of reflective surfaces. 

(7) Animated or moving light shall not be in operation from 2:00 AM 

through 45 minutes before sunrise. 

(8) Digital images are not permitted. 

[existing Section J to become Section K – no text changes are proposed—text not included] 

19.90.020 Definitions of Specialized Terms and Phrases 

Sign. An object, device, display, or structure, or any part thereof, situated outdoors or indoors, 

which is used to identify, display, or direct or attract attention to an object, person, institution, 
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organization, business, product, service, event or location by any means, including words, letters, 

figures, design symbols, fixtures, colors, illumination, or projected image. The following are 

definitions related to signs. 

                1.   Abandoned Sign. Any sign which advertises a business, lessor, owner, product, 

service or activity no longer on the premises where the sign is placed. 

                2.   Alteration. Any change of copy, sign face, color, size, shape, illumination, position, 

location, construction, or supporting structure of any sign. 

                3.   Animated or Moving Sign. A sign that uses movement, lighting, or special materials 

to depict action or create a special effect to imitate movement. 

                4.   Area of a Sign. See “Sign area.” 

                5.   Awnings and Canopies. Awnings and canopies are roof-like covers that project 

from the wall of a building for the purpose of shielding a doorway or window from the elements. 

                6.   Awning Sign. Any sign copy or logo attached to or painted to the valance or flap of 

an awning. 

                7.   Banner, Flag, or Pennant. Any cloth, bunting, plastic, paper, or similar nonrigid 

material used for advertising purposes attached to any structure, staff, pole, line, framing, or 

vehicle, not including official flags of the United States, the State of California, and other states 

of the nation, counties, municipalities, official flags of foreign nations and nationally or 

internationally recognized organizations. 

                8.   Bench Sign. Copy painted on any portion of a bench. 

                9.   Billboard. An off-site sign with minimum dimensions of twelve feet by twenty 

feet, a typical dimension of fourteen by forty-eight feet, and maximum dimensions of twenty feet 

by sixty feet. 

                10. Blade or Bracket Sign. A wall-mounted sign that projects perpendicular to the  

wall face. 

                11. Building Frontage. The building elevation which fronts on a public street or 

pedestrian walk where customer access to a structure is available. 

                12. Business Frontage. That portion of a building frontage occupied by a single 

business tenant having a public entrance within the building frontage. A primary business 
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frontage is that which fronts on a public street; a secondary frontage provides access to the 

building from a facing courtyard, pedestrian corridor or other walkway, parking lot, or alley. 

                13. Business Identification Sign. A sign that serves to identify only the name, address, 

and lawful use of the premises upon which it is located and provides no other advertisements or 

product identification. 

                14. Cabinet Sign (Can Sign). A sign that contains all the text and/or logo symbols 

within a single enclosed cabinet and may or may not be illuminated. 

                15. Canopies. See “Awnings and canopies.” 

                16. Changeable Copy Sign. A sign designed to allow the changing of copy through 

manual, or mechanical means. Includes reader boards where letters are changed manually. See 

also “Electronic display sign.” 

                17. Channel Letters. Three-dimensional individually cut letters or figures, illuminated 

or unilluminated, affixed to a structure. 

                18. Civic Event Sign. A temporary sign, other than a commercial sign, posted to 

advertise a civic event sponsored by a public agency, school, church, civic-fraternal organization, 

or similar noncommercial organization. 

                19. Contractor or Construction Sign. A sign which states the name of the developer 

and contractor(s) working on the site and any related engineering, architectural or financial firms 

involved with the project. 

                20. Convenience Sign. A sign that conveys information (e.g., restrooms, no parking, 

entrance) or minor business identification for directional purposes, and is designed to be viewed 

on-site by pedestrians and/or motorists. 

                21. Copy. Words, letters, numbers, figures, designs, or other symbolic representations 

incorporated into a sign. 

                22. Creative Billboard. A billboard which may incorporate elements including 

enlarged size, irregular shape, flashing lights thematic lighting, moving parts, inflated additions, 

electronic media, passive participatory attributes, three dimensional or structural projections, 

alternative or unique materials, and/or other unusual characteristics that would substantially 

differ from a traditional flat surface billboard of standard size. 
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                23. Creative Signs. A sign with a higher quality of design that meets the creative sign 

requirements of Section 19.34.060 (Creative Signs) and has a creative sign permit. 

 24.  Creative Tall Wall.  A tall wall which may incorporate elements including 

enlarged size, irregular shape, thematic lighting, moving parts, participatory attributes, three 

dimensional or structural projections or extensions, alternative or unique materials, and/or 

other unusual characteristics that would substantially differ from a traditional flat surface tall 

wall of standard size. 

                2425. Directional Sign. An on-site sign which is designed and erected solely for the 

purposes of directing vehicular and/or pedestrian traffic within a project. 

                2526. Directory Sign. A sign for listing the tenants of a multiple tenant structure or 

center, which may include suite numbers. 

                2627. Double-Faced Sign. A sign constructed to display its message on the outer 

surfaces of two identical and opposite parallel planes. 

                2728. Electronic Display Sign. A sign with a fixed or changing display/message 

formed by the selective illumination of an array of individual light bulbs or light emitting diodes 

(LEDs). These signs may display text and/or graphic images, and may be programmable. 

 29. Extensions.  A three-dimensional or structural projection beyond the standard existing 

face of the billboard, either projecting from the plane of the billboard or projecting laterally from 

the primary plane of the billboard. 

                2829. Flashing Sign. A sign that contains an intermittent or sequential flashing  

light source. 

                2930. Future Tenant Identification Sign. A temporary sign that identifies the names of 

future businesses that will occupy a site or structure. 

                3031. Grand Opening. A promotional activity not exceeding thirty calendar days used 

by newly established businesses, within two months after initial occupancy, to inform the public 

of their location and services available to the community. “Grand Opening” does not mean an 

annual or occasional promotion of retail sales or services by a business. 

                3132. Height of Sign. The vertical distance from the uppermost point used in 

measuring the area of a sign to the average grade immediately below and adjoining the sign or 

the top of the nearest curb of the public street on which the sign fronts, whichever measurement 

is the greatest. 
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                3233. Holiday Decoration Sign. Temporary signs, in the nature of decorations, clearly 

incidental to and customarily associated with recognized holidays and which contain no 

advertising message. 

                3334. Illegal Sign. Any of the following: 

                a.   A sign erected without first complying with all regulations in effect at the time of 

its construction or use; 

                b.   A sign that was legally erected, but because of changes in the occupancy of the 

structure or site, no longer identifies a business or activity on the site; 

              c.   A sign that was subject to an amortization period for the correction of 

nonconformities or removal, where the amortization period has expired; 

                d.   A sign that was legally erected which later became nonconforming and then was 

damaged to the extent of 50 percent or more of its current replacement value; 

              e.   A sign that is a danger to the public or is unsafe; 

                f.    A sign that pertains to a specific event, which was not removed after the event. 

                3435. Internally Illuminated Sign. A sign whose light source is located in the interior 

of the sign so that the rays go through the face of the sign, or light source which is attached to the 

face of the sign and is perceived as a design element of the sign. 

                3536. Large Screen Video Sign. A sign comprised of a large video screen displaying 

advertising content in animated or motion picture form. 

                3637. Marquee (Canopy) Sign. A sign which is attached to or otherwise made a part of 

a permanent roof-like structure which projects beyond the building wall in the form of a large 

canopy to provide protection from the weather. 

                3738. Mobile Billboard. Mobile billboard advertising includes any vehicle, or wheeled 

conveyance which carries, conveys, pulls, or transports any sign or billboard for the primary 

purpose of advertising. 

                3839. Monument Sign. Permanent signs where the bottom edge of the sign face is no 

more than twelve inches above the ground, which are not attached to a building. 
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                3940. Multiple Tenant Structure. A development consisting of two or more separate 

uses or tenancies that share either the same parcel or structure and use common access and 

parking facilities. 

                4041. Neon Sign. Glass tube lighting in which a gas and phosphors are used in 

combination to create a colored light. 

                4142. Nonconforming Sign. An advertising structure or sign which was lawfully 

erected and maintained prior to the adoption of this Zoning Ordinance, and which has 

subsequently come under the requirements of this Zoning Ordinance, but does not now 

completely comply. 

                4243. Off-site Directional Sign. A sign identifying a publicly owned facility, 

emergency facility, or a temporary subdivision sign, but excluding real estate signs. 

                4344. Off-site Sign. A sign identifying a use, facility, service, or product that is not 

located, sold, or manufactured on the same premises as the sign or which identifies a use, 

service, or product by a brand name which, although sold or manufactured on the premises, does 

not constitute the principal item for sale or manufactured on the premises. 

                4445. Off-site Subdivision Sign. A temporary off-site, free-standing sign designed, 

erected, and maintained to serve the public by providing directions and information as to new 

residential project developments and/or community facilities. 

                4546. Pedestrian-oriented Sign. A sign that is intended to attract the attention of 

pedestrians only, located at the ground floor, and is easily legible from the sidewalk in front of 

the business. 

                4647. Permanent Sign. A sign constructed of durable materials and intended to exist 

for the duration of time that the use or occupant is located on the premises. 

                4748. Pole Sign. A sign mounted on a freestanding pole or other support so that the 

bottom edge of the sign is six or more feet above finished grade. 

                4849. Political Sign. A sign designed for the purpose of advertising support of or 

opposition to a candidate or proposition for a public election, or conveying another political, 

religious, or ideological message, not advertising any product or service. 

                4950. Portable Sign. A sign that is not permanently affixed to a structure or the ground. 
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                5051. Projecting Sign. A sign other than a wall sign suspending from, or supported by, 

a structure and projecting outward. 

                5152. Promotional Sign. A sign erected on a temporary basis to promote the sale of 

new products, new management, new hours of operation, a new service, or to promote a 

special sale. 

                5253. Property Frontage. The side of a parcel or development site abutting on a 

public street. 

                5354. Real Estate Sign. A sign indicating that a property or any portion thereof is 

available for inspection, sale, lease, rent, or directing people to a property, but not including 

temporary subdivision signs. 

                5455. Roof Sign. A sign that is mounted on the roof of a building, or which is 

dependent upon a building for support, and which projects above the highest point of a building 

with a flat roof, the eave line of a building with a gambrel, gable, or hip roof, or the deck line of 

a building with a mansard roof. 

                5556. Sign Area. The entire area within a perimeter defined by a continuous line 

composed of right angles which enclose the extreme limits of lettering, logo, trademark, or other 

graphic representation, together with any frame or structural trim forming an integral part of the 

display used to differentiate the sign from the background against which it is placed, not 

including any approved projections or extensions. 

                5657. Special Event Sign/Banner. A temporary sign or banner that is intended to 

inform the public of a unique happening, action, purpose, or occasion (i.e., grand opening or 

community event). 

 58.  Tall Wall Sign. An off-site sign with minimum area of 5,000 square feet, attached to 

an existing building wall visible from, but not facing, Sunset Boulevard.  Certain temporary 

extensions to the primary area of a tall wall sign may face Sunset Boulevard, if approved 

pursuant to section 19.34.080.J(4)f. 

               57. Temporary Creative Billboard Display. A display temporarily installed on an 

existing billboard which may incorporate elements (e.g., enlarged size, irregular shape, flashing 

lights, moving parts, inflated additions, electronic media, participatory attributes, three-

dimensional or structural projections or other similar elements) that would substantially differ 

from a traditional flat surface billboard of standardized size. 
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                5859. Temporary Sign. Any sign intended to be displayed for a limited period of time 

and capable of being viewed from any public right-of-way, parking area or neighboring property. 

                5960. Vehicle-oriented Sign. A sign that is primarily intended to attract the attention of 

motorists, and is easily legible by motorists but can only be seen with difficulty by pedestrians 

on the sidewalk. 

                6061. Vehicle Sign. A sign that is attached to or painted on a vehicle that is parked on 

or adjacent to any property, the principal purpose of which is to attract attention to a product sold 

or business located on the property. 

                6162. Wall Sign. A sign that is attached to or painted on the exterior wall of a structure 

with the display surface of the sign approximately parallel to the building wall. 

                6263. Window Area. Window area shall be computed by calculating each window pane 

or panel. The area shall be separate for each building face, and for each window. A group of 

window panes or panels may be considered one window if they are adjoining on the building 

face and are less than six inches apart. 

                6364. Window Sign. A sign posted, painted, placed, or affixed in or on a window 

exposed to public view. An interior sign that faces a window exposed to public view and is 

located within three feet of the window is also a window sign. 

Sunset Specific Plan Amendments 

Billboards and Art Advertising, Section 3 – Creative Billboards, Part B (page 135 and 136) 

would be revised as follows: 

b. [A creative billboard or tall wall shall not be included in the total permitted sign area.] The 

Director of Community Development may approve or renew a Creative Billboard Off-Site 

Sign Permit for a period of six months twelve months with one six month extension if all of 

the following findings of fact can be made in a positive manner: 

i. The creative billboard off-site sign is located on Sunset Boulevard; 

ii. The creative billboard either: 

 enlarges an existing billboard in the same location and in such a way that does not 

exceed the height limitations set forth in the Sunset Specific Plan; or 

 is on the wall of a building on Sunset Boulevard 
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iii. The billboard is properly sited and well integrated into the context. 

iv. The billboard or tall wall exhibits one of the following elements: 

 Architectural – The proposed billboard structure is compatible with and enhance 

the architectural elements of the building(s) or site. 

 Media – The proposed billboard or tall wall incorporates neon, unusual lighting 

techniques, electronic, graphics, moving parts, or other creative concepts deemed 

appropriate by the Director of Community Development. 

v. The creative billboard off-site sign application includes a scale drawing of the 

intended design with specific measurements and statistics for any non-standard parts, 

extensions or protrusions and lighting. 

vi. Moving or changing visuals are timed in a way that does not cause confusion or 

interfere with the flow of traffic. 

2.5 Methodology for Environmental Analysis  

If the proposed project is approved, creative billboards and creative tall wall signs would be 

allowed within the project area without discretionary approval if they comply with the 

regulations set forth in the proposed zoning text amendments. Because no discretionary approval 

would be required, future projects implemented under the proposed zoning text amendments 

would not undergo project-specific review under CEQA. As such, this document analyzes the 

potential environmental effects of installing, operating, and deconstructing creative billboards 

and creative tall wall signs within the project area in accordance with the standards set forth in 

the proposed zoning text amendments. Development standards have been incorporated into the 

proposed zoning text amendments to minimize or avoid the potential for creative elements to 

create visual nuisances.  

It is currently unknown which of the existing billboards and tall wall signs would undergo the 

revised permitting process to temporarily incorporate one or more creative elements. The number 

of creative billboards and creative tall wall signs, as well as the specific creative elements that 

would be incorporated, is also currently unknown. As such, the precise construction and 

operational scenarios for future projects occurring under the proposed zoning text amendments 

cannot be provided or analyzed in this document. To analyze the environmental effects of 

approving the proposed zoning text amendments and the SSP amendments, future project details 

and the number of creative off-site signs that would be installed per year have been extrapolated 
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based on historical permitting data. The methodology for formulating the assumptions is 

described below.  

Number of Creative Billboards and Creative Tall Wall Signs 

As shown in Appendix A, 65 existing off-site signs are located along the Sunset Strip within the 

SSP boundaries. This includes 55 billboards and 10 tall wall signs with a total of 81 sign faces. 

In addition, 12 billboards and tall wall signs have been approved but remain unbuilt at the time 

of this analysis. The entitled, unbuilt signs consist of 6 tall wall signs and 6 billboards with a 

total of 14 sign faces. The environmental analysis contained in this Negative Declaration is 

limited to creative billboard and creative tall wall sign installations on these 77 existing and 

entitled off-site signs (95 sign faces). Any new off-site signs within the SSP area would undergo 

separate CEQA analysis, including an analysis of the potential impacts associated with the 

addition of creative elements. 

Unlike creative tall wall signs, which are not currently allowed under the existing zoning text, 

creative billboards have been allowed within the project area since 2000, as long as the creative 

elements conform to the requirements set forth in the existing Zoning Ordinance text. The 

number of creative billboards that have been permitted in City since 2003 is shown in Table 1. 

On average, two creative billboards have been approved per year.  

Table 1 

Creative Billboard Permits Issued (2003–2014) 

Year Number of Permits 

2003 2 

2004 1 

2005 4 

2006 1 

2007 4 

2008 1 

2009 1 

2010 0 

2011 3 

2012 2 

2013 1 

2014 2 

 

The changes to the Zoning Ordinance identified in Section 2.4 are intended to streamline the 

process of approving creative off-site signs and, as a result, would increase the number of 
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creative billboards installed along Sunset Boulevard each year. The exact number of creative 

billboards that would be approved each year is uncertain; however, for the purposes of the 

environmental analysis, a conservative increase of 400% per year has been assumed. 

Accordingly, the changes in the Zoning Ordinance would be attributable to 10 new creative 

billboards per year, which represents approximately 20% of the total existing billboards along 

the Sunset Strip. This number does not include billboard extensions that are considered 

customary maintenance under state law (see Section 2.6 for details).  

Because creative tall wall signs are not currently allowed in the existing Zoning Ordinance, any 

future creative tall wall sign conversions would be attributable to the proposed project. Of the 10 

existing tall wall signs, it is assumed that three would be converted to a creative tall wall sign 

each month, or 36 conversions per year. Because such signs are not currently allowed, there is no 

baseline data against which to compare the number of creative tall wall sign conversions that 

would be attributable to the proposed project. As such, all creative tall wall sign conversions 

would be attributable to the proposed project. In the absence of relevant baseline information, it 

is conservatively assumed that the number of creative tall wall sign conversions would be 

approximately three times more than the total number of creative billboard conversions per year. 

The number of creative tall wall conversions is assumed to be higher than the number of creative 

billboard conversions because certain changes to existing billboards fall within the definition of 

customary maintenance under state law (namely, billboard extensions) are allowable under 

existing state law. As such, certain modifications to existing billboards cannot be regulated by 

the City and are therefore not considered in this document (see Section 2.6 for more details 

regarding the billboard changes that are allowed by state law).  

Off-Site Sign Conversion Process 

Based on the above assumptions, the proposed project would result in 10 additional creative 

signs and 36 creative tall wall signs per year. It is assumed that each sign would be installed for 

up to 30 days, resulting in 46 installations and 46 deconstructions per year.
3
 As such, operational 

conditions are anticipated to involve approximately one creative billboard and three creative tall 

wall signs per month along the Sunset Strip. 

Although the type of installation and deconstruction activities would vary somewhat for each 

creative sign, a typical off-site sign conversion process has been assumed for all signs for the 

                                                                 
3
  Based on the City of West Hollywood’s understanding and institutional knowledge of the billboard industry, 

City staff estimate that creative billboards are typically installed for 30 to 45 days before being removed; 

therefore, 30 days was conservatively assumed as the average duration that a creative billboard or creative tall 

wall would be installed.  
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purpose of the environmental analysis. The typical process would require 1 day to install and 1 

day to deconstruct, as described below. 

Delivery of Equipment and Materials 

The materials required for a creative sign would vary, depending on the creative elements to be 

installed (e.g., 3D props and extensions, animated mechanical elements, lighting). It is assumed 

that equipment and materials would be delivered to the billboard or tall wall sign location in no 

more than four truck trips. In addition, up to four vendor truck trips are assumed. Material 

deliveries would occur in the morning on the day of the installation. 

Installation of Creative Elements 

It is estimated that up to five construction personnel would be required to install a typical 

creative billboard or creative tall wall sign. Construction workers would arrive at the sign 

location in the morning on the day of installation to receive and unload material deliveries. 

Installation activities would occur over the course of the day and may involve use of a crane to 

attach or assemble the creative sign elements. It is assumed that the crane would be used for up 

to 8 hours on the day of the installation. In the event that construction activities require 

temporary sidewalk closure, an encroachment permit would be required for temporary use of the 

public right of way. The permit includes conditions to ensure the safety of pedestrians and 

drivers during any closure.   

Operation of the Creative Off-Site Sign 

With the exception of the live action category, none of the allowable creative billboard elements 

would result in daily operational vehicle trips to the billboard or tall wall sign locations. Creative 

off-site signs that incorporate live action would involve the presence of people performing on 

and/or adjacent to the off-site sign. For the purposes of the environmental analysis and given that 

this is a labor intensive activity that is not typical for the more passive billboard industry, it is 

assumed that one creative off-site sign involving live action would be implemented per year, 

resulting in an additional five vehicle trips per day to the site for up to 30 days. All live action 

elements would be subject to the requirements of the Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration and applicable building/safety codes.  

It is assumed that any creative elements requiring electricity would use electrical power 

provided at the existing sign location and that no generators or other sources of electricity 

would be required.  
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Removal of Creative Elements 

Removal of creative billboard or creative tall wall sign elements is anticipated to involve the 

same number of trips, construction personnel, and days as the installation process. In the event 

that removal activities require temporary sidewalk closure, an encroachment permit would be 

required for temporary use of the public right of way. The permit includes conditions to ensure 

the safety of pedestrians and drivers during any closure.   

2.6 Required Permits and Approvals  

The following approvals would be required prior to incorporating the proposed amendments into 

the Zoning Ordinance and into the SSP:  

City of West Hollywood Planning Commission 

 Approval of the proposed zoning text amendments and the proposed SSP amendments 

City of West Hollywood City Council 

 Approval of the proposed zoning text amendments and the proposed SSP amendments 

Existing billboards can be expanded under California law as part of “customary maintenance.” 

Customary maintenance includes “adding an extension to an outside dimension of a display as 

incident to the copy for a temporary period up to three years” (California Code of Regulations, 

Section 2270). Extensions up to 33% of the total advertising area are permitted for a period of up 

to three years as customary maintenance, provided that with the extension the total area does not 

exceed 1,200 square feet in area with a maximum height of 25 feet and a maximum length of 60 

feet. The City takes no discretionary action on customary maintenance extensions and has no 

authority over customary maintenance extensions. Thus, billboard extensions that are considered 

customary extensions under state law are not subject to the City’s CEQA review. To the extent 

that extensions are not considered customary maintenance, they are analyzed in this document. 

References 

City of West Hollywood. 1996. Sunset Specific Plan. Adopted July 1996. 

City of West Hollywood. 2011a. City of West Hollywood General Plan 2035. Accessed January 

13, 2015. http://www.weho.org/city-hall/download-documents/-folder-155. 

City of West Hollywood. 2011b. City of West Hollywood Zoning Districts Map. Accessed 

January 13, 2015. http://www.weho.org/home/showdocument?id=5138. 



Creative Billboard and Creative Tall Wall Zoning Text and SSP Amendments  
Initial Study / Negative Declaration 

  8727 
 37 August 2015  

3 INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST 

The following discussion of potential environmental effects was completed in accordance with 

Section 15063(d)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines (2014) to determine if the proposed project may 

have a significant effect on the environment. 

1. Project title: 

Creative Billboard and Creative Tall Wall Zoning Text and Sunset Specific  

Plan Amendments 

2. Lead agency name and address: 

City of West Hollywood 

Community Development Department 

8300 Santa Monica Boulevard 

West Hollywood, California 90069 

3. Contact person and phone number: 

Steve Gerhardt, AICP, Contract Senior Planner 

City of West Hollywood 

Community Development Department 

8300 Santa Monica Boulevard 

West Hollywood, California 90069 

323.848.6506 

sgerhardt@weho.org  

4. Project location: 

Sunset Specific Plan area 

West Hollywood, California 90046 

5. Project sponsor’s name and address: 

City of West Hollywood 

Community Development Department 

8300 Santa Monica Boulevard 

West Hollywood, California 90069 

6. General plan designation: 

Sunset Specific Plan  
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7. Zoning: 

Sunset Specific Plan (SSP); one property designated as Public Facilities (PF) 

8. Description of project: 

The proposed project consists of zoning text amendments and specific plan amendments 

that would revise the City’s Zoning Ordinance and the SSP to allow for creative tall wall 

signs and to modify the regulations currently in place for creative billboards. The zoning 

text amendments and SSP amendments would apply to the SSP area only. The proposed 

project would not entitle new billboards or tall wall signs; rather, it would provide 

regulations for temporary, creative modifications to existing and entitled billboards and 

tall wall signs. 

The anticipated construction scenario that would result from implementation of the 

proposed project would involve installation of approximately 10 more creative billboards 

per year over existing conditions and installation of approximately 36 creative tall wall 

signs per year (for a total of 46 creative off-site signs per year). As such, creative 

elements would be installed and deconstructed on existing off-site signs 46 times per 

year. Each installation is anticipated to involve a total of four truck trips and five 

construction personnel and would take approximately 1 day to complete. Each 

deconstruction is anticipated to involve the same number of trips, personnel, and days.  

The anticipated operational scenario that would result from implementation of the 

proposed project would involve one or more creative elements being displayed on one or 

more billboards or tall wall signs in the project area. It is anticipated that a total of 46 off-

site signs would be temporarily converted to creative off-site signs each year and that the 

creative element(s) would remain on the sign for an average of 30 days. As such, 

operational conditions are anticipated to involve approximately one creative billboard and 

three creative tall wall signs in the project area per month.  

Implementation of the proposed project would require City of West Hollywood City 

Council approval of the zoning text amendments and the SSP amendments. If the 

proposed project is approved, creative billboards and creative tall wall signs would be 

allowed within the project area without discretionary approval if they comply with the 

regulations set forth in the proposed zoning text amendments.  

9. Surrounding land uses and setting: 

The boundaries of the project area are equivalent to those of the SSP area. As such, the 

project area consists of the portion of Sunset Boulevard that extends through the City and 
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the street-fronting parcels to the north and south of Sunset Boulevard, with the exception 

of several parcels near the western boundary of the City, which are not within the SSP 

area zoning district. Surrounding areas are primarily developed with commercial uses and 

single- and multi-family residential uses.  

Responsible/Trustee Agencies: 

None. 

Reviewing Agencies: 

None.
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, 

involving at least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact,” as indicated by the 

checklists on the following pages. 

 Aesthetics   Agriculture and 

Forestry Resources  
 Air Quality 

 Biological Resources  Cultural Resources   Geology and Soils 

 
Greenhouse  

Gas Emissions 
 Hazards and 

Hazardous Materials 
 Hydrology and  

Water Quality  

 Land Use and Planning  Mineral Resources   Noise  

 Population and Housing  Public Services   Recreation  

 Transportation and Traffic  Utilities and  

Service Systems  
 Mandatory Findings  

of Significance 
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

3.1 Aesthetics 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?     

b) Substantially damage scenic resources including, but 
not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic 
buildings within a state scenic highway? 

    

c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or 
quality of the site and its surroundings? 

    

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which 
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the 
area? 

    

 

a) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? 

Less Than Significant Impact. There are no officially designated scenic vistas in the 

City (City of West Hollywood 2010). However, views of the Hollywood Hills and the 

Los Angeles Basin are available from Sunset Boulevard.  

The proposed project would involve the temporary conversion of existing and entitled 

off-site signs within the project area to creative off-site signs. It is anticipated that there 

would be approximately 46 conversions per year attributable to the proposed project, 

with each conversion lasting for approximately 30 days. Creative elements temporarily 

installed on off-site signs would be allowed to extend beyond the sign area of the existing 

billboard or tall wall sign. Creative elements could include 3D elements, cut-out shapes, 

and moving mechanical parts. Additionally, for creative tall wall signs, extensions would 

be allowed to wrap around or project beyond a building corner.  

Views of the Hollywood Hills and the Los Angeles Basin from Sunset Boulevard are 

currently compromised by existing urban development along Sunset Boulevard and in the 

surrounding urban areas. However, creative elements protruding from billboards and tall 

wall signs would have the potential to temporarily obstruct portions of existing views or 

to further compromise views for a limited period of time.  

The standards included in the proposed zoning text amendments would limit the size, 

height, and horizontal protrusion of creative elements that would extend beyond existing 

or entitled sign envelopes. For creative billboards, extensions would not be allowed to 
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protrude more than 25 feet from any billboard edge. For creative tall wall signs, 

extensions would not be allowed to extend more than 25 feet above the existing building 

height. Extensions that would wrap around or project beyond a building corner would not 

be allowed to exceed 500 square feet and would be required to be an integrated and 

continuous part of the main advertising image on the tall wall sign. Extensions would be 

required to have a distinct shape and would not be used to uniformly expand the area of 

billboards and tall wall signs. As such, creative extensions would be limited in height and 

size, and would not consist of flat extensions to the existing rectangular envelopes of 

billboards, which would have greater potential to obstruct scenic vistas.  

For some billboards, the proposed zoning text amendments would result in an increase in 

the potential height of creative elements over what is currently allowed in the existing 

Zoning Ordinance. However, no creative off-site sign would involve an extension greater 

than 25 feet above the existing sign area. Additionally, each creative off-site sign 

conversion is anticipated to last for approximately 30 days. As such, any obstructions to 

existing views occurring as a result of the proposed project would be temporary. Due to 

the regulations that would be put in place for the allowable height and size of creative 

elements, and due to the temporary nature of these elements, impacts resulting from the 

proposed project would be less than significant.  

b) Would the project substantially damage scenic resources including, but not limited to, 

trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway? 

No Impact. The nearest officially designated State Scenic Highway is a portion of State 

Highway 2 that extends through the San Gabriel Mountains, beginning just north of the 

City of La Cañada Flintridge (Caltrans 2011). The portion of State Highway 2 that is 

officially designated as a State Scenic Highway is located approximately 12 miles 

northwest of the proposed project area. Due to this distance, the proposed project area is 

not within the viewshed of this State Scenic Highway. Therefore, no impact on scenic 

resources within a state scenic highway would occur as a result of the proposed project. 

c) Would the project substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the 

site and its surroundings? 

Installation/Deconstruction of Creative Elements 

Less Than Significant Impact. The installation and deconstruction process for creative 

off-site signs is anticipated to involve a 1-day installation period and a 1-day 

deconstruction period. It is anticipated that each installation or deconstruction event 

would involve five construction personnel, several truck trips, and operation of a crane. 
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As such, while creative elements are being installed or taken down from a sign, additional 

activities and materials would be present that would potentially degrade the visual 

character and quality of the signs and their immediate surroundings. Under the 

assumptions described in Section 2.5, the installation and deconstruction activities 

attributable to the proposed project would occur approximately 92 days per year.
4
 

Because the creative sign conversions would likely occur throughout the year and not 

simultaneously, these 92 days of installation and deconstruction activities would be 

distributed throughout the year. Additionally, each installation/deconstruction event 

would be localized to the site of the specific sign that is being converted and would be 

distributed across the 1.6-mile stretch of roadway. The project area (Sunset Boulevard) is 

a highly altered, urbanized area; therefore, additional personnel and materials temporarily 

situated at localized sites along this urbanized roadway would not substantially alter the 

existing visual quality of the area due to the temporary, minor, and distributed nature of 

these activities. For these reasons, impacts resulting from the proposed project would be 

less than significant. 

Operation of Creative Elements 

Less Than Significant Impact. Operational conditions of the proposed project would 

involve the presence of creative elements on off-site signs. Under the assumptions 

described in Section 2.5, approximately three tall wall signs and one creative billboard 

would be converted to a creative off-site sign per month. Thus, it can be assumed that a 

total of four off-site signs along the 1.6-mile stretch of Sunset Boulevard within the City 

would be displaying creative elements each month. As listed in the proposed zoning text 

amendments in Section 2.4, creative elements would consist of innovative additions to 

off-signs such as 3D props and extensions, extensions with cut-out shapes or voids, 

thematic lighting, moving or animated mechanical elements, live action, or video 

projections. Additionally, for creative tall wall signs, extensions would be allowed to 

wrap or project beyond building corners. The proposed zoning text amendments 

incorporate a number of regulations to avoid or minimize the effects of creative off-site 

signs on visual character or quality. These include limitations in the amount of time that a 

creative element can remain on an off-site sign; a requirement that a creative off-site sign 

must be properly sited and well integrated within the context of its surroundings; 

limitations in the size, height, and allowable protrusion of 3D props and extensions; a 

                                                                 
4
  It is assumed that there would be 46 conversions per year, and that each conversion would require a 1-day 

installation period and a 1-day deconstruction period, for a total of 2 days of activity (2 days × 46 conversions = 

92 days).  
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prohibition in the removal or alteration of trees or landscaping within public parks or the 

public right of way; and, requirements to limit light and glare (see Section 2.4 for details). 

Although creative elements would temporarily change the visual character of off-site 

signs, they would not degrade the visual quality of the project area. The visual changes 

attributable to the proposed project would occur on billboards and tall wall signs; as such, 

the properties and wall surfaces on which these visual changes occur would have already 

been substantially altered by the presence of advertising images. The temporary addition 

of moving elements, 3D props, live action, or other elements would not represent a 

substantial change over the existing advertising to the extent that the visual character or 

quality of Sunset Boulevard and its surroundings would be substantially degraded. 

Creative off-site sign conversions are expected to occur on approximately one billboard 

and approximately three tall wall signs per month, with each creative element in place for 

approximately 30 days. For this reason, the changes in visual character that would occur 

on off-site signs would be spread out along a 1.6-mile stretch of Sunset Boulevard, and 

would not create a noticeable change to the appearance of Sunset Boulevard. 

Furthermore, part of the historical and expected visual environment within the project 

area are the prominent billboards and tall wall signs. As such, baseline visual conditions 

in the project area are characterized by an abundance of signs, pedestrian and automobile 

traffic, entertainment venues, and other visual elements contributing to a vibrant and 

visually rich urban scape. Accordingly, the addition of temporary creative elements to 

existing off-site signs would not represent a change over these unique baseline conditions 

to the extent that the existing visual character or quality of the project area would become 

compromised. Additionally, one of the objectives of the proposed project is to “improve 

the quality of off-site signs through creativity and innovation.” Therefore, although the 

appearance of various off-site signs along Sunset Boulevard would be temporary 

changed, these changes would generally improve the visual quality of the signs and 

would be consistent with the vibrant, urban character of the project area. For these 

reasons, impacts resulting from the proposed project would be less than significant.  

Shade and Shadow 

Less Than Significant Impact. The City of West Hollywood does not define a specific 

threshold for significant shade/ shadow impacts; therefore, this analysis uses the City of 

Los Angeles shade and shadow threshold is used to determine significance for the 

purposes of this analysis, which is commonly accepted as a reasonable threshold for the 

region. Specifically, the L.A. CEQA Thresholds Guide states that “A project impact 

would normally be considered significant if shadow-sensitive uses would be shaded by 

project-related structures for more than three hours between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 
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3:00 p.m. Pacific Standard Time (between late October and early April), or for more than 

four hours between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time (between 

early April and late October)” (City of Los Angeles 2006).  

Shade-sensitive uses generally include routinely useable outdoor spaces associated with 

residential, recreational, or institutional land uses; commercial uses, such as pedestrian-

oriented outdoor spaces or restaurants with outdoor eating areas; nurseries; and existing 

solar collectors/panels. There is the potential that an off-site sign adjacent to a shade-

sensitive use would be converted to a creative off-site sign as a result of the proposed 

project. Many creative elements would be affixed flush to the sign and would not change 

the extent or duration of the shade/shadow that is caused by the existing sign. Although 

some creative elements may protrude from the sign, these would only be allowed to 

extend 25 feet above the existing building height for tall wall signs and 25 feet beyond 

any billboard edge, thus limiting the extent of any shade/shadow that would be caused by 

protruding elements. Furthermore, extensions that would be attributable to the proposed 

project would not be flat, uniform extensions of the existing sign area, but, rather, a cut-

out shape or 3D element. Such elements would cause less shade/shadow area than would 

a flat, uniform extension of an existing sign. In the unlikely event that a creative element 

were to cause shade/shadow for an extended period of time, this shade/shadow would 

only occur in that location for the time that the creative element is present on the sign, 

which is anticipated to be approximately 30 days. Due to the limitations on the size and 

shape of extensions, and the temporary nature of such extensions, impacts resulting from 

the proposed project would be less than significant.  

d) Would the project create a new source of substantial light or glare which would 

adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area? 

Light 

Less Than Significant Impact. Lighting is of most concern when it may potentially 

spill over or trespass from the project area onto other properties or areas, including 

residential buildings and the public sidewalk or right-of-way. Light intensity or 

illuminance is measured in units called footcandles. Typically, lighting industry 

standards recommend a minimum lighting level of 1 footcandle for highly trafficked 

pedestrian areas adjacent to major roadways, with an average lighting level of 2 

footcandles. The City of West Hollywood does not define a qualitative threshold for 

light trespass; therefore, a provision from the City of Los Angeles Municipal Code 

regulating light trespass is used as a threshold to determine significance under CEQA 

for the purposes of this analysis. Specifically, Section 14.4.4(E) of the City of Los 
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Angeles Municipal Code states that “no sign shall be arranged and illuminated in a 

manner that will produce a light intensity of greater than three foot candles above 

ambient lighting, as measured at the property line of the nearest residentially zoned 

property” (City of Los Angeles Municipal Code, Section 14.4.4(E)). 

The proposed project would result in the temporary addition of light sources to off-site 

signs within the project area. These light sources would potentially include neon lighting, 

LED lights, images that change from day to night through lighting effects, and projected 

light. As such, there is the potential for lighting associated with creative off-site signs to 

result in light trespass to nearby properties. Although Sunset Boulevard is primarily 

developed with commercial land uses, other more light sensitive land uses (including 

residential properties) are located within or adjacent to the project area. Accordingly, 

there is the potential that lighting or projections added to off-site signs as a creative 

element would result in light trespass to nearby light sensitive land uses. However, 

measures to minimize and avoid light trespass have been included in the proposed zoning 

text amendments. As shown in Section 2.4, lighting incorporated into creative off-site 

signs would be subject to the following criteria:  

 Creative off-site signs shall be located and designed not to cause light and glare 

impacts on neighboring residential uses. The light emitted from the subject 

property at any adjacent residential property line shall not exceed three 

footcandles above existing light levels. Glare shall not exceed a 30:1 contrast 

ratio, or latest IESNA standards. 

 Light shall not have stroboscopic or flash effects. 

 Lighting shall not transition suddenly and/or repetitively between light and dark. 

 Moving light shall flow smoothly across the surface(s) of the creative off-site sign 

and not oscillate, rapidly pulse, or suddenly change direction. 

 Projected light shall not spill beyond the surface(s) of the creative off-site sign 

and onto adjacent parcels or surfaces. 

 For creative tall wall signs, light shall not be projected onto surfaces which are 

highly reflective or composed primarily of reflective surfaces. 

 Animated or moving light shall not be in operation from 2:00 AM through 45 

minutes before sunrise. 

 Digital images are not permitted. 
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Although the proposed project would allow additional (albeit temporary) lights on off-

site signs in the project area, the above standards would minimize the duration that 

animated, blinking, or moving lights are allowed to operate; would eliminate the use of 

lights that are particularly visually intrusive (i.e., lights with strobing or racing effects); 

and would avoid the potential for projected lights to spill onto adjacent parcels or 

surfaces. Such measures would reduce light trespass onto adjacent properties, whether 

such properties contain commercial or residential land uses. Additionally, any light 

trespass on nearby residential properties attributable to the proposed project would be 

limited to a maximum increase of three footcandles, as measured at adjacent residential 

property lines. This provision has been incorporated as a requirement into the proposed 

zoning text amendments and would ensure that lighting impacts fall below the light 

trespass threshold identified above. Furthermore, the ministerial permitting process for 

creative off-site signs would include review to ensure that no nuisances are created. The 

applications would provide detailed information about the proposed type of lighting, 

lighting intensity, direction, shielding, and color. As such, if a particular sign were to be 

sited in such a way that creative lighting elements would cause a nuisance, such issues 

would be addressed during ministerial review. For these reasons, impacts resulting from 

the proposed project would be less than significant.  

Glare 

Less Than Significant Impact. Glare is defined as visual discomfort resulting from 

high contrast in brightness levels. Substantial glare impacts can adversely affect day 

or nighttime views. The magnitude of the sensation of glare depends on factors such 

as the size, position, and luminance of sources; the number of sources; and the 

luminance to which the eyes are adapted. The Illuminating Engineering Society of 

North America’s (IESNA) Lighting Handbook (IESNA 2011) identifies contrast 

ratios above 30:1 as “High Contrast.” Contrast ratios above 30:1 are classified as 

glare by the IESNA; therefore, this ratio is used as the measurement for the threshold 

of significance of glare impacts.  

Within the 1.6-mile stretch of Sunset Boulevard that constitutes the project area, there are 

currently 81 existing off-site sign faces, the majority of which are lit from the bottom 

and/or top. The project area is also characterized by signs associated with businesses and 

vehicular and pedestrian traffic along Sunset Boulevard. The project area is especially 

vibrant at night, and the effect of existing contrast values is generally minimized by the 

overall visual density of the area. Each billboard or building facade may contain high 

contrasts in brightness, but the average brightness of each of these areas is relatively 

consistent and, therefore, does not create a significant source of existing glare.  
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The proposed project would result in the temporary addition of light sources to off-site 

signs within the project area. These light sources would potentially include neon lighting, 

LED lights, images that change from day to night through lighting effects, and projected 

light. The lighting standards set forth in the proposed zoning text amendments would limit 

the amount of glare produced by creative off-site signs. As described above, any light 

trespass on nearby residential properties attributable to the proposed project would be 

limited to a maximum increase of three footcandles, as measured at adjacent residential 

property lines. The proposed zoning text amendments also require that creative off-site 

signs be located and designed to not cause glare impacts on neighboring residential uses. 

Furthermore, the lighting standards listed above would eliminate the potential for animated, 

blinking, or moving lights to operate between 2:00 am and 45 minutes before sunrise; 

would eliminate the use of lights with strobing or racing effects; and would avoid the 

potential for projected lights to spill onto adjacent parcels or surfaces. Additionally, the 

proposed zoning text amendments would require glare to be limited to a 30:1 contrast ratio 

(or to the latest standard provided by IESNA). This limit on glare produced by creative off-

site signs and the other lighting standards set forth in the proposed zoning text amendments 

would minimize any glare that would potentially be produced by creative off-site signs. 

Due to the standards that have been built in to the proposed zoning text amendments and 

due to the existing lighting environment within the project area, glare impacts resulting 

from the proposed project would be less than significant. 

References  

Caltrans (California Department of Transportation). 2011. California Scenic Highway Mapping 

System. Last updated September 7, 2011. Accessed September 30, 2014. 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LandArch/scenic_highways/index.htm.  

City of Los Angeles. 2006. “Aesthetics and Visual Resources” in L.A. CEQA Thresholds Guide. 

2006. Accessed January 30, 2015. http://environmentla.com/programs/Thresholds/A-

Aesthetics%20and%20Visual%20Resources.pdf. 

City of Los Angeles Municipal Code. Article 4.4 Sign Regulations, Section 14.4.4  

General Provisions.  

City of West Hollywood. 2010. Public Review Final Program Environmental Impact Report, City of 

West Hollywood General Plan and Climate Action Plan, Volume I. October 2010. Accessed 

January 13, 2015. http://www.weho.org/city-hall/download-documents/-folder-626. 

IESNA (Illuminating Engineering Society of North America). 2011. The Lighting Handbook, 

10
th

 Edition.  



Creative Billboard and Creative Tall Wall Zoning Text and SSP Amendments  
Initial Study / Negative Declaration 

  8727 
 50 August 2015  

3.2 Agriculture and Forestry Resources 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as 
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the 
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the 
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use? 

    

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a 
Williamson Act contract? 

    

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning 
of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code 
Section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public 
Resources Code Section 4526), or timberland zoned 
Timberland Production (as defined by Government 
Code Section 51104(g))? 

    

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of 
forest land to non-forest use? 

    

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment 
which, due to their location or nature, could result in 
conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or 
conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 

    

 

a) Would the project convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of 

Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the 

Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to 

non-agricultural use? 

No Impact. The project area and surrounding areas are characterized by features typical 

of an urban landscape. As shown on the Los Angeles County Important Farmland map, 

the project area does not include any sites mapped by the Farmland Mapping and 

Monitoring Program as Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 

Importance (Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program 2011). Implementation of the 

proposed project would not involve changes that could result in conversion of farmland 

to non-agricultural use, as no agricultural uses or farmland exist in the project area or in 

proximity to the project area. Furthermore, the sites containing existing or entitled off-site 

signs are already graded and highly disturbed. Therefore, because the proposed project 

would not result in the conversion of Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmlands of 

Statewide Importance to a nonagricultural use, no impact would occur as a result of the 

proposed project.  
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b) Would the project conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson 

Act contract? 

No Impact. The project area is located within the boundaries of the SSP and is zoned and 

designated as SSP, with the exception of the William S. Hart Park and Off-Leash Dog 

Park, which is designated PF (Public Facilities) (City of West Hollywood 2011). The SSP 

zoning district contains commercial and residential uses. As shown on the Los Angeles 

County Williamson Act Fiscal Year 2012/2013 map, no areas that are under a 

Williamson Act contract exist in the project area or in the vicinity of the project area 

(California Department of Conservation 2013). For these reasons, implementation of the 

proposed project would not conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, as none 

exist, nor would it conflict with a Williamson Act contract, as none exist. No impact 

would occur as a result of the proposed project.  

c) Would the project conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land 

(as defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by 

Public Resources Code section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as 

defined by Government Code section 51104(g))? 

No Impact. The project area is located within the boundaries of the SSP and is zoned and 

designated as SSP, with the exception of the William S. Hart Park and Off-Leash Dog 

Park, which is designated PF (Public Facilities). The SSP zoning district contains 

commercial and residential uses (City of West Hollywood 2011). The list of allowable 

land uses contained in the City’s Zoning Ordinance for its commercial, residential, and 

PF zones does not include any timberland or forest land uses (City of West Hollywood 

Zoning Ordinance Section 19.10.030 and 19.06.030). For these reasons, no forest land, 

timberland, or Timberland Production areas (as defined in California Public Resources 

Code Sections 12220(g), 4526, and 51104(g)) are located within or adjacent to the project 

area. Therefore, the proposed project would not conflict with existing zoning for forest 

land, timberland, or Timberland Production areas, or result in the loss or conversion of 

forest lands to non-forest uses, as none exist. The project would be implemented on 

existing developed sites that are surrounded by fully developed areas. No impact to forest 

land or timberland would occur as a result of the proposed project.  

d) Would the project result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-

forest use? 

No Impact. As characterized above, no forest land is located within the project area or in 

the vicinity of the project area, as the area is urbanized and developed with commercial, 
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residential, and public facilities uses. No forest land would be converted or otherwise 

affected by the proposed project, and no impact would occur.  

e) Would the project involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to 

their location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural 

use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 

No Impact. As characterized above, no farmland or forest land is located in the project 

area or within the vicinity of the project area, as the area is urbanized and developed with 

commercial, residential, and public facilities uses. No farmland or forest land would be 

converted or otherwise affected by the proposed project, and no impact would occur.  
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3.3 Air Quality 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the 
applicable air quality plan? 

    

b) Violate any air quality standard or contribute 
substantially to an existing or projected air quality 
violation? 

    

c) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of 
any criteria pollutant for which the project region is 
non-attainment under an applicable federal or state 
ambient air quality standard (including releasing 
emissions which exceed quantitative thresholds for 
ozone precursors)? 
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Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations? 

    

e) Create objectionable odors affecting a substantial 
number of people? 

    

 

a) Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air  

quality plan? 

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project is located in the South Coast Air Basin 

(SCAB), which is within the jurisdictional boundaries of the South Coast Air Quality 

Management District (SCAQMD). The most recent applicable air quality plan is the 

SCAQMD 2012 Final Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) (SCAQMD 2013), which 

includes reduction and control measures to mitigate emissions based on existing and projected 

land use and development. The AQMP is designed to meet applicable federal and state 

requirements for ozone (O3) and particulate matter with an aerodynamic diameter less than or 

equal to 2.5 microns (PM2.5). Projects are considered consistent with, and would not conflict 

with or obstruct implementation of, the AQMP if the growth in socioeconomic factors is 

consistent with the underlying regional plans used to develop the SCAQMD AQMP.  

The proposed project would generate minimal air pollutant emissions during short-term 

construction activities and additional operational vehicle trips associated with the 

potential for live action signs. Installation and deconstruction activities associated with 

future off-site sign conversions are anticipated to occur approximately 92 days each year. 

Installation activities are anticipated to require up to five round-trip worker trips per day, 

four round-trip vendor (delivery) truck trips, and four round-trip haul truck trips, as well 

as operation of a crane. Deconstruction is assumed to involve the same amount of trips, 

workers, and crane use. The project would require minimal operational activity as the 

majority of creative off-site signs would not require daily vehicle trips. To capture 

potential vehicle trips associated with live action signs, it is assumed that five round-trip 

passenger vehicle trips per day could occur over 30 days. 

Due to the minor nature of these construction and operational activities, construction and 

operation of future creative off-site signs developed pursuant to the proposed zoning text 

amendments would not result in inconsistencies with the growth in socioeconomic factors 

projected in the regional plans used to develop the AQMP. The employment for 

approximately five construction workers and five employees for a live action sign would 

be met by the existing and future labor market in the City and in Los Angeles County, 
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and the vehicle trips that would be required during construction would be negligible 

relative to regional vehicle trips and would result in minimal, temporary air pollutant 

emissions. As such, the anticipated work resulting from future creative off-site signs 

would not generate substantial air pollutant emissions and would not cause a change in 

socioeconomic conditions. Therefore, construction of the proposed project would not 

conflict with the implementation of the applicable AQMP.   

b) Would the project violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an 

existing or projected air quality violation? 

Less Than Significant Impact. As discussed below, project-generated construction and 

operational emissions would not exceed the SCAQMD significance thresholds.  

SCAB Attainment Designation. An area is designated as in attainment when it is in 

compliance with the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) and/or the 

California Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS). These standards are set by the 

United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the California Air Resources 

Board (CARB), respectively, for the maximum level of a given air pollutant that can exist 

in the outdoor air without unacceptable effects on human health or the public welfare. 

The criteria pollutants of primary concern that are considered in this air quality 

assessment include O3, nitrogen dioxide (NO2), carbon monoxide (CO), sulfur dioxide 

(SO2), and particulate matter with a diameter less than or equal to 10 microns (PM10) and 

PM2.5. Although there are no ambient standards for volatile organic compounds (VOCs) 

or oxides of nitrogen (NOx), they are important as precursors to O3.  

The SCAB is designated as a nonattainment area for both federal and state O3 standards 

and PM2.5 standards (EPA 2014, CARB 2014). The EPA has classified the SCAB as an 

“extreme” O3 nonattainment area and has mandated that it achieve attainment no later than 

June 15, 2024. The SCAB is also designated as a nonattainment area for the state NO2 

standard and the state PM10 standard. The SCAB is designated as an attainment or 

unclassifiable/attainment area for the federal NO2 standard, the federal PM10 standard, the 

federal and state CO standards, and the federal and state SO2 standards. 

SCAQMD Thresholds. Construction of the proposed project would result in emissions of 

criteria air pollutants for which CARB and the EPA have adopted ambient air quality 

standards (i.e., the NAAQS and CAAQS). Projects that emit these pollutants have the 

potential to cause or contribute to violations of these standards. The SCAQMD CEQA Air 

Quality Handbook, as revised in March 2011 (SCAQMD 2011), sets forth quantitative 

emission significance thresholds for criteria air pollutants, which, if exceeded, would 

indicate the potential to contribute to violations of the NAAQS or CAAQS. Project-
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related air quality impacts estimated in this environmental analysis would be considered 

significant if any of the applicable significance thresholds presented in Table 2, 

SCAQMD Air Quality Significance Thresholds, would be exceeded. 

A project would result in a substantial contribution to an existing air quality violation of the 

NAAQS or CAAQS for O3, which is a nonattainment pollutant, if the project’s construction 

or operational emissions would exceed the SCAQMD VOC or NOx thresholds shown in 

Table 2. These emission-based thresholds for O3 precursors are intended to serve as a 

surrogate for an “ozone significance threshold” (i.e., the potential for adverse O3 impacts to 

occur) because O3 itself is not emitted directly, and the effects of an individual project’s 

emissions of O3 precursors (VOC and NOx) on O3 levels in ambient air cannot be determined 

through air quality models or other quantitative methods. 

Table 2 

SCAQMD Air Quality Significance Thresholds 

Criteria Pollutants Mass Daily Thresholds 

Pollutant Construction Operation 

VOC 75 lb/day 55 lb/day 

NOx 100 lb/day 55 lb/day 

CO 550 lb/day 550 lb/day 

SOx 150 lb/day 150 lb/day 

PM10 150 lb/day 150 lb/day 

PM2.5 55 lb/day 55 lb/day 

Source: SCAQMD 1993, revised 2011. 

Construction Emissions. Installation and deconstruction of future creative off-site signs 

developed pursuant to the proposed zoning text amendments would result in a temporary 

addition of pollutants to the local airshed caused by combustion pollutants from on-site 

construction equipment, as well as from worker vehicles, vendor trucks, and off-site 

trucks transporting construction materials. The application of architectural coatings, such 

as hand-painted graphics, application of concrete or plaster to the façade of a building to 

create a smooth surface, or application of other finishes during installation, would have 

the potential to produce VOC emissions. However, the contractor is required to procure 

architectural coatings and finishings from a supplier in compliance with the requirements 

of SCAQMD’s Rule 1113 (Architectural Coatings).
5
 

                                                                 
5
  SCAQMD Rule 1113 requires manufacturers, distributors, and end users of architectural coatings to reduce 

VOC emissions from the use of these coatings, primarily by placing limits on the VOC content of various 

coating categories. 
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Emissions from the construction phase of the project were estimated through the use of 

the California Emissions Estimator Model (CalEEMod) Version 2013.2.2, available 

online (www.caleemod.com). It is anticipated that the proposed project would result in 10 

additional creative billboards and 36 creative tall wall signs per year, resulting in 46 

installations and 46 deconstructions per year, for a total of 92 days per year of installation 

or deconstruction activity. As previously described, the type of installation and 

deconstruction activities would vary somewhat for each creative off-site sign; however, a 

typical off-site sign conversion process has been assumed for all signs for the purpose of 

this analysis. It is estimated that installation of a typical creative billboard or creative tall 

wall sign would require up to approximately five construction workers. It is assumed that 

no more than four round-trip haul truck trips would be required to transport equipment 

and potential large-sized materials to the billboard or tall wall sign location. To account 

for anticipated material deliveries required for a creative off-site sign, which would vary 

depending on the creative elements to be installed, four round-trip vendor truck trips are 

assumed. Many of the creative elements permitted under the sign zoning amendments 

would not require application of architectural coatings during installation. However, for 

the purposes of estimating on-site emissions associated with potential architectural 

coating activities, the typical creative billboard or creative tall wall sign was assumed to 

require application of 1,000 square feet of architectural coating. 

Deconstruction of creative billboard or creative tall wall sign elements is anticipated to 

involve the same number of trips, construction personnel, and days as the installation 

process. Installation and deconstruction assumptions used to estimate air pollutant 

emissions associated with the proposed project are presented in Table 3. 

Table 3 

Construction Assumptions 

Activity 

Number of 
Days Per 
Activity Equipment 

One-Way 
Worker Trips 

Per Day 

One-Way 
Vendor Truck 
Trips Per Day 

One-Way Haul 
Truck Trips 

Per Day 

Installation 1 1 Crane (8 hours/day) 10 8 8 

Deconstruction 1 1 Crane (8 hours/day) 10 8 8 

 

The creative off-site sign conversion activities are assumed to be distributed throughout 

the year and would not occur simultaneously. Each installation and deconstruction event 

would be localized to the site of the specific off-site sign that is being converted, and the 

anticipated 92 days of installation and deconstruction activities would be distributed 

across the 1.6-mile stretch of roadway that constitutes that project area. Accordingly, 

construction would not occur in one location for an extended period of time. 
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Table 4 presents the estimated maximum unmitigated daily construction emissions 

associated with the construction of one sign project, which includes emissions from on-

site sources (crane operation and architectural coatings) and off-site sources (hauling and 

vendor trucks and worker vehicles). 

Table 4 

Estimated Maximum Daily Construction Emissions 

(pounds per day unmitigated) 

 VOC NOx CO SOx PM10 PM2.5 

Maximum Daily Emissions (YEAR) 12.64 12.32 6.84 0.01 0.76 0.50 

Significance Threshold 75 100 550 150 150 55 

Threshold Exceeded? No No No No No No 

Notes:  See Appendix B for detailed results. 
The year 2015 was assumed to conservatively estimate emissions, although 2016 would be the first full year of project construction. 

As shown in Table 4, maximum daily construction emissions would not exceed the 

SCAQMD thresholds for VOC, NOx, CO, SOx, PM10, or PM2.5. As such, construction 

impacts resulting from the proposed project would be less than significant. 

Operational Emissions. As explained in Section 2.5, the majority of the allowable 

creative elements would not result in daily operational vehicle trips to the billboard or tall 

wall sign locations. The live action sign category may potentially result in daily vehicle 

trips to the site of the sign. To estimate mobile source emissions associated with the 

potential daily trips, it was assumed that one creative off-site sign involving live action 

would be implemented per year, resulting in an additional five round-trip vehicle trips per 

day (10 one-way trips) to the site for 30 days.  

Estimated operational emissions associated with the potential additional vehicle trips 

from live action signs are provided in Table 5, Estimated Maximum Daily 

Operational Emissions. 

Table 5 

Estimated Maximum Daily Operational Emissions 

(pounds per day unmitigated) 

 VOC NOx CO SOx PM10 PM2.5 

Maximum Daily Emissions 0.05 0.07 0.72 0.00 0.11 0.03 

Significance Threshold 55 55 550 150 150 55 

Threshold Exceeded? No No No No No No 

Notes:  See Appendix B for detailed results. 
The year 2015 was assumed to conservatively estimate emissions, although 2016 would be the first full year of project operation. 
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As shown in Table 5, maximum daily operational emissions would not exceed the 

SCAQMD thresholds for VOC, NOx, CO, SOx, PM10, or PM2.5. In the event that 

installation or deconstruction processes associated with creative off-site signs were to 

occur simultaneously with operation of the live action sign, maximum daily emissions 

resulting from concurrent activity would not also exceed the SCAQMD operational 

thresholds presented in Table 2. As such, the operation of the proposed project would not 

violate any air quality standard or contribute substantially to an existing or projected air 

quality violation. The long-term operational air quality impacts resulting from the 

proposed project would be less than significant. 

c)  Would the project result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria 

pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or 

state ambient air quality standard (including releasing emissions which exceed 

quantitative thresholds for ozone precursors)? 

Less Than Significant Impact. The SCAB is a nonattainment area for O3, NO2, PM10, 

and PM2.5 under the NAAQS and/or CAAQS as a result of cumulative emissions from 

motor vehicles, off-road equipment, commercial and industrial facilities, and other 

emission sources. Projects that emit these pollutants or their precursors (e.g., VOC and 

NOx for O3) can potentially contribute to poor air quality. As illustrated in Table 4, 

construction activities associated with the implementation of the proposed project would 

result in minimal short-term increases in pollutant emissions and would not exceed the 

SCAQMD significance thresholds. Mobile-source emissions associated with operation of 

the proposed project would also not exceed the SCAQMD significance thresholds, as 

shown in Table 5. Furthermore, as discussed under Section 3.3(a), the project would not 

conflict with the SCAQMD AQMP, which addresses the cumulative emissions in the 

SCAB. Accordingly, the proposed project would not result in a cumulatively 

considerable increase in emissions of criteria pollutants for which the project region is in 

non-attainment; thus, potential impacts would be less than significant.  

d) Would the project expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations? 

Less Than Significant Impact. Some land uses are considered more sensitive to changes 

in air quality than others, depending on the population groups and the activities involved. 

The California Air Resources Board has identified the following groups who are most 

likely to be affected by air pollution: children less than 14 years of age, the elderly over 

65 years of age, athletes, and people with cardiovascular and chronic respiratory diseases. 

Sensitive receptors include residences, schools, playgrounds, child care centers, athletic 
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facilities, long-term health care facilities, rehabilitation centers, convalescent centers, and 

retirement homes.  

The area surrounding the SSP area is primarily developed with commercial uses and 

single- and multi-family residential uses. The project area includes William S. Hart Park 

and Off-Leash Dog Park, and several schools are located in the vicinity of the project 

area. Athletic facilities, such as gyms, are located within and in the vicinity of the project 

area. As such, there is the potential for residential sensitive receptors, a park, and several 

schools and athletic facilities to be located near future creative off-site signs. However, 

installation and deconstruction activities would result in minimal short-term air quality 

emissions. Additionally, these activities would occur during the workday, when many 

residents would not be home.  

Operation of the proposed project would result in a maximum increase of 10 one-way 

vehicle trips per day associated with future live action signs, resulting in a maximum 

increase of 300 one-way vehicle trips per year. Due to the limited nature of installation, 

operation, and deconstruction activities that would generate air quality emissions, the 

proposed project would not result in a substantial increase in localized pollutant 

concentrations. Impacts to sensitive receptors resulting from the proposed project would 

be less than significant.  

e) Would the project create objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people? 

Less Than Significant Impact. Odors are a form of air pollution that is most obvious to 

the general public and can present problems for both the source and surrounding 

community. Although offensive odors seldom cause physical harm, they can be annoying 

and cause concern.  

Potential sources that may emit odors during installation and deconstruction activities 

include diesel equipment, gasoline fumes, and the application of architectural coatings 

and other exterior finishes. However, due to the limited nature of installation and 

deconstruction activities in terms of types of equipment, number of hours of use, duration 

of activity, and the limited area requiring architectural coatings, the odors generated by 

equipment exhaust and other activities would be minimal. In addition, odors from these 

sources would be localized and generally confined to the site of the sign. Furthermore, 

future creative off-site signs developed pursuant to the proposed zoning text amendments 

would utilize typical construction techniques in compliance with applicable SCAQMD 

rules. Operation of creative off-site signs is not anticipated to generate odors, as operation 

would consist of the presence of creative elements such as lights, 3D elements, or 
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mechanical elements on signs. However, in the event that a future off-site sign were to 

emit odors, the applicant would have to prove during the ministerial review process that 

no nuisance would be created. Potential odor impacts resulting from the proposed project 

would therefore be less than significant. 
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3.4 Biological Resources 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly 
or through habitat modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special-
status species in local or regional plans, policies, 
or regulations, or by the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 

    

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian 
habitat or other sensitive natural community 
identified in local or regional plans, policies, 
regulations, or by the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 

    

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally 
protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of 
the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, 
marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct 
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other 
means? 
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Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any 
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species 
or with established native resident or migratory 
wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native 
wildlife nursery sites? 

    

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances 
protecting biological resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance? 

    

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural Community 
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, 
regional, or state habitat conservation plan? 

    

 

a) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat 

modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status 

species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California 

Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

No Impact. The project area is developed with commercial buildings, residential 

buildings, and one park. Vegetation within the project area is generally sparse and is 

limited to ornamental vegetation consisting primarily of street trees and landscaping at 

the William S. Hart Park and Off-Leash Dog Park. The Hollywood Hills are located 

adjacent to and north of Sunset Boulevard. The portion of the Hollywood Hills adjacent 

to the project area is primarily developed with single-family residential uses but also 

contains scattered undeveloped areas between the houses.  

Based on an electronic database review of the Hollywood and Beverly Hills quadrangles
6
 

in the California Natural Diversity Database, several sensitive species have historically 

been sighted in the general area of the proposed project (CNDDB 2014). However, based 

on the disturbed and developed condition of the project area, and the relative lack of 

suitable habitat, the potential for any known sensitive species to occur in the area is very 

low, as the project area is fully developed and sparsely vegetated. The sensitive species 

                                                                 
6
  Quadrangles are areas established by the U.S. Geological Survey as a way of categorizing and dividing 

topographical maps. Quadrangles cover an area measuring 7.5 minutes of latitude and 7.5 minutes of longitude. 

The western portion of the project area is within the Beverly Hills quadrangle, and the eastern portion of the 

project area is within the Hollywood quadrangle. 
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identified in the electronic database review would be expected to occur in undeveloped 

areas within the Hollywood Hills. The portion of the Hollywood Hills closest to the 

project area is primarily developed with residential uses.  

The activities involved with the proposed project would not be expected to affect any 

biological species (including sensitive species in the Hollywood Hills), as the activities 

would be limited to temporarily affixing creative elements (such as lighting, 3D 

extensions, or moving parts) to existing or entitled off-site signs. Future projects 

developed pursuant to the proposed zoning text amendments would occur in a highly 

developed and urbanized area, and would not involve ground disturbance or habitat 

disturbance. Due to the highly developed nature of the project area and the types of 

activities that the proposed project would entail, a substantial adverse effect on species 

identified as candidate, sensitive, or special status would not occur as a result of the 

proposed project.  

b) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other 

sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, 

or by the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

No Impact. No riparian or other sensitive habitats are known to occur in the project area 

or in the City (City of West Hollywood 2010). The limited ornamental vegetation within 

the project area is sparse and is situated in an urban environment. Therefore, it does not 

constitute a sensitive natural community. As such, no impact to sensitive natural 

communities from the proposed project would occur, as none exist.  

c) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as 

defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, 

vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or 

other means? 

No Impact. The City of West Hollywood does not contain any federally protected 

wetlands (USFWS 2015). Therefore, no impact to federally protected wetlands from the 

proposed project would occur.  

d) Would the project interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or 

migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory 

wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites? 

No Impact. There are no wetlands or water bodies within the proposed project area. 

Therefore, the proposed project would have no potential to affect the movement of 
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migratory fish. The project area is located within a developed, urbanized area and is 

therefore not part of a wildlife corridor. Additionally, the proposed zoning text 

amendments prohibit future projects from resulting in the removal or alteration of trees 

or landscaping in nearby public parks or in the public right-of-way. As such, any 

landscape alternations would be limited to trees or landscaping located on private 

property, which would substantially limit the amount of landscaping that would be 

altered in association with the proposed project. In the unlikely event that any 

landscaping alterations were to occur, they would be required to comply with the 

Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918, which prohibits the disturbance of protected 

nesting birds. The activities involved with the proposed project would not be expected 

to affect wildlife species, as the activities would be limited to temporarily affixing 

creative elements (such as lighting, 3D extensions, or moving parts) to existing or 

entitled off-site signs. Future projects developed pursuant to the proposed zoning text 

amendments would occur in a highly developed area with vibrant urban activity. These 

projects would not involve ground disturbance or habitat disturbance, and the addition 

of these elements would not be expected to substantially increase disturbances to any 

wildlife species in the project area. Due to the highly developed nature of the project 

area and the types of activities that the proposed project would entail, no impact on the 

movement of native or resident species or on the use of native wildlife nursery sites 

would occur as a result of the proposed project.  

e) Would the project conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological 

resources, such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance? 

No Impact. The City’s municipal code provides regulations governing the treatment of 

street trees and trees on public lands, as well as requirements under the City of West 

Hollywood Heritage Tree Program. No trees in the project area have been designated as 

Heritage Trees by the City (City of West Hollywood 2014). Additionally, the proposed 

zoning text amendments prohibit creative billboards or creative tall wall signs from 

resulting in the removal or alteration of trees or landscaping in nearby public parks or in 

the public right-of-way. This requirement would prevent future projects developed 

pursuant to the proposed zoning text amendments from conflicting with local policies 

established for street trees and trees on public lands. Therefore, no impact would occur as 

a result of the proposed project. 
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f) Would the project conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation 

Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or 

state habitat conservation plan? 

No Impact. The City’s general plan does not designate any areas of the City as being 

within a habitat conservation plan (City of West Hollywood 2011). Furthermore, the City 

is not within any of the regional conservation plans designated by the state (CDFW 

2014). Therefore, implementation of the proposed project would not conflict with the 

provisions of an adopted habitat conservation plan; natural community conservation plan; 

or other approved local, regional, or state habitat plan, as none apply to the project area. 

No impacts would occur as a result of the proposed project.  
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3.5 Cultural Resources 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource as defined in 
§15064.5? 

    

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of an archaeological resource 
pursuant to §15064.5? 

    

c) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique geologic 
feature? 

    

d) Disturb any human remains, including those 
interred outside of formal cemeteries? 

    

 

a) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical 

resource as defined in §15064.5? 

Less Than Significant Impact. The proposed project would involve the temporary 

conversion of existing and entitled off-site signs within the project area to creative off-

site signs. The project area contains buildings that are of historic age (i.e., built at least 45 

years ago), including two designated historical resources. The two designated resources, 

the Hacienda Arms Apartments (8439 Sunset Boulevard) and the Sunset Towers (8358 

Sunset Boulevard) do not have any off-site signs on their premises and would not be 

affected by the proposed project (City of West Hollywood 2010). Creative elements 

could potentially be installed on billboards adjacent to historical resources and installed 

on tall wall signs located on buildings older than 45 years. However, all creative elements 

installed as a result of the proposed project would be temporary and would be installed on 

existing and entitled off-site signs for approximately 30 days. Due to the impermanence 

of the creative elements allowed by the proposed project, and the fact that all 

modifications would occur on existing and entitled off-site signs, the proposed project 

would not result in a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical 

resource, and impacts resulting from the proposed project would be less than significant.  
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b) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an 

archaeological resource pursuant to §15064.5? 

No Impact. No archaeological resources have been identified within the City (City of 

West Hollywood 2010). On July 23, 2015, Dudek contacted the California Native 

American Heritage Commission (NAHC) to request the official Senate Bill (SB) 18 

consultation list and to conduct a search of the Sacred Lands File. The NAHC responded 

on August 6, 2015 and stated that the search “failed to indicate the presence of Native 

American cultural resources in the immediate project area.” The NAHC also provided a 

list of local Native American contacts. Both the NAHC request and response are provided 

in Appendix C. The City mailed SB 18 and Assembly Bill (AB) 52 notification letters to 

all groups identified by the NAHC on July 29, 2015. All correspondence related to SB 18 

and AB 52 are on file with the City. The City reports that no groups have requested 

consultation to date. The proposed project would involve the temporary conversion of 

existing and entitled off-site signs within the project area to creative off-site signs. The 

installation, operation, and deconstruction of creative elements on off-site signs would 

not require grading or excavation activity. As such, the placement of creative off-site 

signs along Sunset Boulevard would not have the potential to uncover buried resources. 

Therefore, no impact to archaeological resources would result from the proposed project.  

c) Would the project directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or 

site or unique geologic feature? 

No Impact. The installation, operation, and deconstruction of creative elements on off-

site signs would not require grading or excavation activity. Therefore, the proposed 

project would not have the potential to directly or indirectly destroy a unique 

paleontological resource or unique geologic feature. Therefore, no impact to 

paleontological resources would result from the proposed project.  

d) Would the project disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of 

formal cemeteries? 

No Impact. The installation, operation, and deconstruction of creative elements on off-

site signs would not require grading or excavation activity. Therefore, the proposed 

project would not have the potential to disturb human remains, and no impact would 

result from the proposed project. 
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3.6 Geology and Soils 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Expose people or structures to potential 
substantial adverse effects, including the risk of 
loss, injury, or death involving: 

    

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as 
delineated on the most recent Alquist-
Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map 
issued by the State Geologist for the 
area or based on other substantial 
evidence of a known fault? Refer to 
Division of Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42. 

    

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking?     

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including 
liquefaction? 

    

iv) Landslides?     

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of 
topsoil? 

    

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is 
unstable, or that would become unstable as a 
result of the project, and potentially result in on- or 
off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction or collapse? 

    

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 
18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), 
creating substantial risks to life or property? 

    

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the 
use of septic tanks or alternative waste water 
disposal systems where sewers are not available 
for the disposal of waste water? 
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a) Would the project expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, 

including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving: 

i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-

Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area 

or based on other substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of 

Mines and Geology Special Publication 42. 

No Impact. There are numerous known earthquake faults in the vicinity of the 

project area (California Geological Survey 2014, City of West Hollywood 2010). 

Additionally, several portions of the project area are located within the City of 

West Hollywood Fault Precaution Zone, and the approximate trace of an active 

subsidiary splay of the Hollywood Fault potentially traverses several properties 

near the eastern boundary of the project area (City of West Hollywood 2010). As 

such, the proposed project would be implemented in an area where a known 

earthquake fault could potentially rupture. However, billboards and buildings with 

tall wall signs are required to be constructed and maintained in accordance with 

existing federal, state, and City laws and guidelines concerning seismic safety. 

Similarly, installation of temporary creative elements such as lighting, 3D 

extensions, or moving mechanical elements would be required to conform to 

engineering and design requirements applicable to billboards and tall wall signs. 

Implementation of the proposed project would not change the use of any existing 

buildings that would result in an increase of building occupants who may be 

exposed to fault rupture. As such, the proposed project would not increase the risk 

of loss, injury, or death involving fault rupture within the project area. No impact 

would occur as a result of the proposed project.  

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking? 

No Impact. The project area is located within the seismically active Southern 

California region and, like all locations within the region, is subject to strong 

seismic ground shaking. However, future creative off-site sign projects would be 

implemented in accordance with existing federal, state, and City engineering and 

design standards. Furthermore, the addition of creative elements to billboards and 

off-site signs would not change the use of any existing buildings resulting in an 

increase of building occupants who may be exposed to ground shaking. 

Therefore, the proposed project would not increase the risk of loss, injury, or 

death related to seismic activity in the project area. No impact would occur.  
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iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction? 

No Impact. Liquefaction is the process in which saturated silty to cohesionless 

soils below the groundwater table temporarily lose strength during strong ground 

shaking as a consequence of increased pore pressure during conditions such as 

those caused by an earthquake. Earthquake waves cause water pressure to 

increase in the sediment and the sand grains to lose contact with each other, 

leading the sediment to lose strength and behave like a liquid. Areas identified as 

being susceptible to liquefaction have been identified within the project area 

(Division of Mines and Geology 1999, California Geological Survey 2014). The 

temporary addition of creative elements to billboards and tall wall signs would be 

conducted in accordance with existing federal, state, and City engineering and 

design standards. Furthermore, these creative elements, which would include 

items such as 3D extensions, projections, additional lighting, and cut-out shapes, 

would not entail structural modifications that would reduce the integrity of a 

building or billboard. As such, in the event that liquefaction were to occur in the 

project area, future creative off-site signs developed pursuant to the proposed 

zoning text amendments would not substantially increase the susceptibility of 

people or structures to risk of loss, injury, or death related to liquefaction. No 

impact would occur as a result of the proposed project.  

iv) Landslides? 

No Impact. The project area is not located within an area identified as being 

susceptible to earthquake-induced landslides on maps prepared by the state 

(California Geological Survey 2014; Division of Mines and Geology 1999). As 

such, landslides are unlikely to occur in the project area. Furthermore, temporary 

installment of creative elements on off-site signs would not involve ground 

disturbance that would increase risk of landslides. Additionally, creative elements 

on off-site signs would not introduce additional habitable structures to the project 

area, nor would they change the use of any existing buildings resulting in an 

increase of building occupants who may be exposed to landslides. As such, future 

creative off-site signs developed pursuant to the proposed zoning text 

amendments would not substantially increase exposure of people or structures to 

landslides. Therefore, no impact would occur as a result of the proposed project. 
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b) Would the project result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? 

No Impact. The installation, operation, and deconstruction of creative elements on off-

site signs would not require grading or excavation activity that would expose large areas 

of soil resulting in erosion or topsoil loss. No impact would occur as a result of the 

proposed project.  

c) Would the project be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would 

become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site 

landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? 

No Impact. One of the major types of liquefaction-induced ground failure is lateral 

spreading of mildly sloping ground. Lateral spreading primarily involves side-to-side 

movement of earth materials due to ground shaking, and is evidenced by near-vertical 

cracks to predominantly horizontal movement of the soil mass involved. As discussed in 

Section 3.6(a)(iii), the project area includes areas that have been identified as being at 

risk for liquefaction. However, installation, operation, and deconstruction of future off-

site creative signs would not require ground disturbance, as creative elements would be 

affixed to existing billboards and tall wall signs. As such, future creative off-site signs 

developed pursuant to the proposed zoning text amendments would not affect the stability 

of the soil or the geologic units underlying the project area. Therefore, lateral spreading 

would not occur as a result of the proposed project. 

Subsidence is the lowering of surface elevation due to changes occurring underground, 

such as the extraction of large amounts of groundwater, oil, or gas. When groundwater is 

extracted from aquifers at a rate that exceeds the rate of replenishment, overdraft occurs, 

which can lead to subsidence. However, the proposed project does not include the 

extraction of any groundwater, oil, or gas from the project area. Therefore, subsidence 

would not occur as a result of the proposed project. 

Collapsible soils consist of loose, dry materials that collapse and compact under the 

addition of water or excessive loading. Collapsible soils are prevalent throughout the 

southwestern United States, specifically in areas of young alluvial fans. Soil collapse 

occurs when the land surface is saturated at depths greater than those reached by typical 

rain events. Portions of the project area and surrounding areas are underlain by 

quaternary alluvium consisting of loose to moderately dense sand, silt, and clay (Division 

of Mines and Geology 1998). The proposed project involves temporary placement of 

creative elements on billboards and tall wall signs. Installation, operation, and 

deconstruction of creative elements affixed to billboards and tall wall signs would not 
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involve ground disturbance. Creative elements would consist of items such as lighting, 

3D extensions, and projections that would be limited in size by the proposed zoning text 

amendments. Due to the types of temporary sign additions that are considered creative, 

and due to the size limitations established by the proposed zoning text amendments, the 

loads on buildings and billboards would not be increased to the extent that any underlying 

soils would be affected. Therefore, no structural impacts would occur as a result of the 

proposed project. 

d) Would the project be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the 

Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial risks to life or property? 

No Impact. Expansive soils are clay-based soils that tend to expand (increase in volume) 

as they absorb water, and shrink (lessen in volume) as water is drawn away. If soils 

consist of expansive clays, foundation movement and/or damage can occur if wetting and 

drying of the clay does not occur uniformly across the entire area. As in Section 3.6(c), 

portions of the project area are underlain by quaternary alluvium consisting of loose to 

moderately dense sand, silt, and clay. The proposed project involves temporary 

placement of creative elements on billboards and tall wall signs. Creative elements would 

consist of items such as lighting, 3D extensions, and projections that would be limited in 

size by the proposed zoning text amendments. The temporary addition of creative 

elements to existing and entitled off-site signs would not substantially increase the risk to 

life or property resulting from expansive soils. Therefore, no impact would occur as a 

result of the proposed project. 

e) Would the project have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks 

or alternative waste water disposal systems where sewers are not available for the 

disposal of waste water? 

No Impact. No septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems are proposed. 

Therefore, no impact associated with the use of such systems would occur as a result of 

the proposed project. 
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3.7 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Would the project: 
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Less Than 
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Impact No Impact 

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either 
directly or indirectly, that may have a significant 
impact on the environment? 

    

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or 
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the 
emissions of greenhouse gases? 

    

 

a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a 

significant impact on the environment? 

Less Than Significant Impact. Climate change refers to any significant change in 

measures of climate, such as temperature, precipitation, or wind, lasting for an extended 

period (decades or longer). Gases that trap heat in the atmosphere are often called 

greenhouse gases (GHGs). Principal GHGs include carbon dioxide (CO2), methane 

(CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), O3, and water vapor (H2O). The greenhouse effect traps heat 

in the troposphere through a threefold process: (1) short-wave radiation emitted by the 

Sun is absorbed by the Earth; (2) the Earth emits a portion of this energy in the form of 

long-wave radiation; and (3) GHGs in the upper atmosphere absorb this long-wave 

radiation and emit this long-wave radiation into space and back toward the Earth. This 

“trapping” of the long-wave (thermal) radiation emitted back toward the Earth is the 

underlying process of the greenhouse effect. The greenhouse effect is a natural process 

that contributes to regulating the Earth’s temperature. Climate change concerns are 
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focused on whether human activities are leading to an enhancement of the greenhouse 

effect, including the global warming that has been observed over the past century.  

The effect each GHG has on climate change is measured as a combination of the mass of 

its emissions and the potential of a gas or aerosol to trap heat in the atmosphere, known 

as its global warming potential (GWP), which varies between GHGs. Total GHG 

emissions are expressed as a function of how much warming would be caused by the 

same mass of CO2. Thus, GHG gas emissions are typically measured in terms of pounds 

or tons of CO2 equivalent (CO2E).
7
  

Climate change is the result of numerous, cumulative sources of GHGs. Thus, GHG 

impacts are recognized as exclusively cumulative impacts; there are no non-cumulative 

GHG emission impacts from a climate change perspective (CAPCOA 2008). This 

approach is consistent with that recommended by the California Natural Resource 

Agency, which noted in its Public Notice for the proposed CEQA amendments that the 

evidence indicates in most cases, the impact of GHG emissions should be considered in 

the context of a cumulative impact, rather than a project-level impact (CNRA 2009a). 

Similarly, the Final Statement of Reasons for Regulatory Action for amendments to the 

CEQA Guidelines confirms that an environmental impact report or other environmental 

document must analyze the incremental contribution of a project to GHG levels and 

determine whether those emissions are cumulatively considerable (CNRA 2009b). 

Neither the State of California nor the SCAQMD has adopted emission-based thresholds 

for GHG emissions applicable to the proposed project. The Governor’s Office of 

Planning and Research issued a technical advisory titled CEQA and Climate Change: 

Addressing Climate Change through California Environmental Quality Act Review, 

which states that “public agencies are encouraged but not required to adopt thresholds of 

significance for environmental impacts. Even in the absence of clearly defined thresholds 

for GHG emissions, the law requires that such emissions from CEQA projects must be 

disclosed and mitigated to the extent feasible whenever the lead agency determines that 

the project contributes to a significant, cumulative climate change impact” (OPR 2008). 

Furthermore, the advisory document indicates that “in the absence of regulatory standards 

                                                                 
7
 The CO2 equivalent for a gas is derived by multiplying the mass of the gas by the associated GWP, such that 

metric tons of CO2E = (metric tons of a GHG) × (GWP of the GHG). CalEEMod assumes that the GWP for CH4 is 

21, which means that emissions of 1 metric ton of CH4 are equivalent to emissions of 21 metric tons of CO2, and 

the GWP for N2O is 310, based on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Second Assessment 

Report. Although the IPCC has released subsequent Assessment Reports with updated GWPs, CARB reporting 

and other statewide documents utilize the GWP in the IPCC Second Assessment Report. As such, it is appropriate 

to use the hardwired GWP values in CalEEMod from the IPCC Second Assessment Report. 



Creative Billboard and Creative Tall Wall Zoning Text and SSP Amendments  
Initial Study / Negative Declaration 

  8727 
 74 August 2015  

for GHG emissions or other scientific data to clearly define what constitutes a ‘significant 

impact,’ individual lead agencies may undertake a project-by-project analysis, consistent 

with available guidance and current CEQA practice” (OPR 2008). 

The CNRA adopted amendments to the CEQA Guidelines on December 30, 2009, which 

became effective on March 18, 2010. With respect to GHG emissions, the amended 

CEQA Guidelines state in Section 15064.4(a) that lead agencies should “make a good 

faith effort, to the extent possible on scientific and factual data, to describe, calculate or 

estimate” GHG emissions. The CEQA Guidelines note that an agency may identify 

emissions by either selecting a “model or methodology” to quantify the emissions or by 

relying on “qualitative analysis or other performance based standards” (14 CCR 15000 et 

seq.). Section 15064.4(b) provides that the lead agency should consider the following 

when assessing the significance of impacts from GHG emissions on the environment: 

1. The extent a project may increase or reduce GHG emissions as compared to the 

existing environmental setting.  

2. Whether the project emissions exceed a threshold of significance that the lead 

agency determines applies to the project. 

3. The extent to which the project complies with regulations or requirements 

adopted to implement a statewide, regional, or local plan for the reduction or 

mitigation of GHG emissions (14 CCR 15064.4(b)). 

In addition, Section 15064.7(c) of the CEQA Guidelines specifies that “[w]hen adopting 

thresholds of significance, a lead agency may consider thresholds of significance 

previously adopted or recommended by other public agencies, or recommended by 

experts, provided the decision of the lead agency to adopt such thresholds is supported by 

substantial evidence” (14 CCR 15064.7(c)) (CNRA 2009c). The CEQA Guidelines do 

not prescribe specific methodologies for performing an assessment, do not establish 

specific thresholds of significance, and do not mandate specific mitigation measures. 

Rather, the CEQA Guidelines emphasize the lead agency’s discretion to determine the 

appropriate methodologies and thresholds of significance consistent with the manner in 

which other impact areas are handled in CEQA.  

Status of Proposed SCAQMD Thresholds. The SCAQMD has not adopted 

recommended numeric CEQA significance thresholds for GHG emissions for lead 

agencies to use in assessing GHG impacts of residential and commercial development 

projects. In October 2008, SCAQMD presented to the Governing Board the Draft 

Guidance Document – Interim CEQA Greenhouse Gas Significance Threshold 
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(SCAQMD 2008). The guidance document was not adopted or approved by the 

Governing Board. This document explored various approaches for establishing a 

significance threshold for GHG emissions. Among the concepts discussed, the document 

considered a “de minimis,” or screening, threshold to “identify small projects that would 

not likely contribute to significant cumulative GHG impacts” (SCAQMD 2008). As 

further explained in this guidance document, “projects with GHG emissions less than the 

screening level are considered to be small projects, that is, they would not likely be 

considered cumulatively considerable” (SCAQMD 2008). The SCAQMD formed a GHG 

CEQA Significance Threshold Working Group to work with SCAQMD staff on 

developing GHG CEQA significance thresholds until statewide significance thresholds or 

guidelines are established. The SCAQMD proposed three tiers of compliance that may 

lead to a determination that impacts are less than significant, including the following:  

1. Projects with GHGs within budgets set out in approved regional plans to be 

developed under the SB 375 process. 

2. Projects with GHG emissions that are below designated quantitative thresholds:  

a. Industrial projects with an incremental GHG emissions increase that falls 

below (or is mitigated to be less than) 10,000 metric tons (MT) CO2E  

per year. 

b. Commercial and residential projects with an incremental GHG emissions 

increase that falls below (or is mitigated to be less than) 3,000 MT CO2E per 

year, provided that such projects also meet energy efficiency and water 

conservation performance targets that have yet to be developed. 

3. Projects that purchase GHG offsets that, either alone or in combination with one 

of the three tiers mentioned above, achieve the target significance screening level. 

From December 2008 to September 2010, the SCAQMD hosted working group meetings 

and revised the draft threshold proposal several times, although it did not officially 

provide these proposals in a subsequent document. The most recent working group 

meeting on September 28, 2010 (SCAQMD 2010), proposed two options lead agencies 

can select from to screen thresholds of significance for GHG emissions in residential and 

commercial projects, and proposes to expand the industrial threshold to other lead agency 

industrial projects. Option 1 proposes a threshold of 3,000 MT CO2E per year for all 

residential and commercial projects and Option 2 proposes a threshold value by land use 

type where the numeric threshold is 3,500 MT CO2E per year for residential projects, 

1,400 MT CO2E per year for commercial projects, and 3,000 MT CO2E per year for 

mixed-use projects (SCAQMD 2010).  
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Per the SCAQMD guidance, construction emissions should be amortized over the 

operational life of the project, which is assumed to be 30 years (SCAQMD 2009). 

However, because installation and deconstruction activities attributable to the proposed 

project would occur every year following adoption of the proposed project, annual 

construction emissions are addressed under the operational year analysis. Although the 

SCAQMD has not formally adopted the thresholds described above, for the purpose of 

this analysis, the 1,400 MT CO2E per year operational threshold for commercial projects 

is used to analyze the significance of GHG impacts under CEQA. 

Construction Emissions. Installation and deconstruction activities for future creative off-

site signs developed pursuant to the proposed zoning text amendments would result in 

GHG emissions, which are primarily associated with use of off-road construction 

equipment (i.e., crane operation), on-road hauling and vendor trucks, and worker 

vehicles. CalEEMod was used to calculate the annual GHG emissions based on the 

construction scenario described in Section 2.4 and Section 3.3. The GHG emissions are 

expressed in units of MT CO2E.  

It was assumed that project construction activities would total 92 days per year: 46 days 

of installation activity and 46 days of deconstruction activity. For each day of installation 

or deconstruction activity, it was conservatively assumed that a crane would operate for 8 

hours and that a maximum of 10 one-way worker trips, 8 one-way vendor truck trips, and 

8 one-way haul truck trips would be required. Table 6 presents construction-related GHG 

emissions for the proposed project in 2015 from on-site (off-road equipment) and off-site 

emission sources (hauling and vendor trucks and worker vehicles).  

Table 6 

Estimated Annual Construction Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

MT CO2 MT CH4 MT N2O MT CO2E 

62.60 0.01 0.00 62.76 

Notes: See Appendix B for complete results. 
The year 2015 was assumed to conservatively estimate emissions, although 2016 would be the first full year of project construction. 
 MT CO2 – metric tons carbon dioxide  MT CH4 – metric tons methane 
 MT N2O – metric tons nitrous oxide  MT CO2E – metric tons carbon dioxide equivalent  

As shown in Table 6, the estimated total GHG emissions during installation and 

deconstruction activities would be approximately 63 MT CO2E in 2015. It is assumed 

that 46 creative off-site sign conversions attributable to the proposed project would occur 

per year; therefore, estimated annual construction emissions of 63 MT CO2E per year 

could potentially occur every year as a result of the proposed project. Because installation 

and deconstruction activities associated with the proposed project would result in annual 
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emissions, emissions from installation and deconstruction activities are addressed under 

the operational emissions assessment below.  

Operational GHG Emissions. Operation of the proposed project would result in GHG 

emissions from motor vehicle trips to future live action signs. Annual GHG emissions 

from these sources were estimated using CalEEMod and it was assumed that one 

creative off-site sign involving live action would be implemented per year, resulting in 

an additional five round-trip vehicle trips per day (10 one-way trips) to the project area 

for 30 days.  

The estimated operational GHG emissions from motor vehicles are shown in Table 7, 

Estimated Annual Operational Greenhouse Gas Emissions. 

Table 7 

Estimated Annual Operational Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

MT CO2 MT CH4 MT N2O MT CO2E 

1.66 0000 0.00 1.66 

Notes: See Appendix B for complete results. 
The year 2015 was assumed to conservatively estimate emissions, although 2016 would be the first full year of project operation. 
 MT CO2 – metric tons carbon dioxide  MT CH4 – metric tons methane 
 MT N2O – metric tons nitrous oxide  MT CO2E – metric tons carbon dioxide equivalent  

As shown in Table 7, estimated annual project-generated GHG emissions in 2015 would 

be less than 2 MT CO2E per year. As presented in Table 6, annual construction-related 

emissions associated with creative off-site sign conversions would total approximately 63 

MT CO2E per year. Annual project-generated emissions resulting from installation and 

deconstruction of 46 creative off-site signs and additional vehicle trips associated with 

operation of one live action sign would total approximately 65 MT CO2E per year, which 

would not exceed the proposed SCAQMD threshold of 1,400 MT CO2E per year for 

commercial projects. As such, installation, operation, and deconstruction activities 

attributable to the proposed project would not result in a substantial source of long-term 

GHG emissions. Therefore, potential GHG impacts of the proposed project would be less 

than significant and the project’s contribution to climate change would not be 

cumulatively considerable. 

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of 

reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases? 

No Impact. The City adopted the City of West Hollywood Climate Action Plan (CAP) 

on September 6, 2011 concurrent with the adoption of the City’s General Plan. The City’s 
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CAP includes strategies and performance indicators to reduce GHG emissions from 

municipal and communitywide activities within the City (City of West Hollywood 2011). 

The CAP’s strategies address seven major GHG sources and recommend actions to achieve 

GHG reductions through: community leadership and engagement, land use and community 

design, transportation and mobility, energy use and efficiency, water use and efficiency, 

waste reduction and recycling, and green space. For each strategy, the CAP recommends 

measures and actions that translate the CAP’s vision into on‐the‐ground action. Measures 

define the direction that the City will take to accomplish its GHG reduction goals, while 

actions define the specific steps that City staff and decision‐makers will take over time. 

Overall, the goal of the CAP is to reduce West Hollywood’s community-wide GHG 

emissions by 20% to 25% below 2008 emission levels by the year 2035. 

The proposed project would involve the temporary conversion of existing and entitled 

off-site signs within the project area to creative off-site signs and would not conflict with 

the goals, measures, and actions of the CAP. The measures for the community leadership 

and engagement, the land use and community design, and the green space goals are 

focused on community actions, balance of land use mix, and sustainable landscapes, and 

would not be applicable to creative off-site sign projects. The project would not use water 

or generate substantial amounts of waste, and would not conflict with the associated 

water efficiency and waste reduction and recycling goals and measures. Although the 

project would result in minor vehicle trips, the project would not conflict with 

transportation and mobility measures, which are focused on providing enhanced 

pedestrian and bicycle network infrastructure and transit system improvements to 

encourage alternative modes to vehicle travel and reducing vehicle congestion. The 

CAP’s energy measures strive to reduce the City’s per capita energy use through 

residential and commercial programs and incentives, and also focus on green building 

design and requirements for new building construction. The proposed project’s nominal 

lighting use would not conflict with the energy goals. Based on these considerations, the 

proposed project would not conflict with the City’s adopted CAP. 

As described above, GHG emissions from future creative off-site signs developed 

pursuant to the proposed zoning text amendments would result from equipment 

operation, haul truck and vendor truck trips, and worker commute trips required 

during installation and deconstruction of future creative off-site signs. Future live 

actions signs would have the potential to generate operational emissions due to 

worker commute trips. Due to the minor nature of the GHG emissions that would 

result from the project as quantified under Section 3.7(a), the proposed project would 

not conflict with state climate change policy or with the City’s CAP. No impact 

would occur as a result of the proposed project.  
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3.8 Hazards and Hazardous Materials  

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through the routine transport, use, or 
disposal of hazardous materials? 

    

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through reasonably foreseeable 
upset and accident conditions involving the 
release of hazardous materials into the 
environment? 

    

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or 
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or 
waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or 
proposed school? 

    

d) Be located on a site that is included on a list of 
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a 
result, would it create a significant hazard to the 
public or the environment? 

    

e) For a project located within an airport land use 
plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two miles of a public airport or public use 
airport, would the project result in a safety hazard 
for people residing or working in the project area? 

    

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, 
would the project result in a safety hazard for 
people residing or working in the project area? 

    

g) Impair implementation of or physically interfere 
with an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

    

h) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of 
loss, injury or death involving wildland fires, 
including where wildlands are adjacent to 
urbanized areas or where residences are 
intermixed with wildlands? 

    

 

a) Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through 

the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials? 

Less Than Significant Impact. Relatively small amounts of commonly used hazardous 

substances such as gasoline, diesel fuel, lubricating oil, adhesive materials, grease, 

solvents, and architectural coatings would be used during installation and deconstruction 
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of future creative off-site signs. These materials would be transported and handled in 

accordance with all federal, state, and local laws regulating the management and use of 

hazardous materials. Consequently, use of these materials for their intended purpose 

would not pose a significant risk to the public or environment. Once each installation and 

deconstruction has been completed, fuels and other petroleum products would no longer 

remain on site.  

Operation of creative off-site signs would consist of additional elements such as lighting, 

3D extensions, projections, and cut-out shapes affixed to billboards and tall wall signs. 

The presence of these elements on billboards and tall wall signs would not involve the 

transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials. Although some hazardous materials 

may be involved with installation and deconstruction of creative elements, use of these 

materials for their intended purpose in accordance with applicable handling and disposal 

requirements would not pose a significant risk to the public or environment. Impacts 

resulting from the proposed project would be less than significant.  

b) Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through 

reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of 

hazardous materials into the environment? 

Less Than Significant Impact. As discussed under Section 3.8(a), installation and 

deconstruction activities attributable to the proposed project would involve relatively 

small amounts of commonly used hazardous substances such as gasoline, diesel fuel, 

lubricating oil, grease, adhesive materials, solvents, and architectural coatings. During 

installation and deconstruction of future creative off-site signs, these materials would be 

transported and handled in accordance with all federal, state, and local laws regulating 

the management and use of hazardous materials. Based on the small quantities of 

hazardous materials that would be used for installation and deconstruction of future 

creative off-site signs, and because regulations related to the management and use of 

hazardous materials would be followed, future creative off-site signs are not anticipated 

to release the amounts of hazardous materials into the environment that would pose a 

threat to human health or the environment. Therefore, impacts resulting from the 

proposed project would be less than significant.  

c) Would the project emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely  

hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or 

proposed school? 

Less Than Significant Impact. The West Hollywood Elementary School (970 North 

Hammond Street), West Hollywood College Preparatory School (1317 Crescent Height 
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Boulevard), and Pacific Hills School (8628 Holloway Drive) are both located within one-

quarter mile of the project area. As discussed in Section 3.8(a), installation and 

deconstruction activities for future creative off-site signs would involve relatively small 

amounts of commonly used hazardous substances such as gasoline, diesel fuel, 

lubricating oil, grease, adhesive materials, solvents, and architectural coatings. However, 

these substances would be transported and handled in accordance with all federal, state, 

and local laws regulating the management and use of hazardous materials. Consequently, 

use of these materials for their intended purpose would not pose a significant risk to 

nearby schools. Therefore, impacts resulting from the proposed project would be less 

than significant.  

d) Would the project be located on a site that is included on a list of hazardous materials 

sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it 

create a significant hazard to the public or the environment? 

No Impact.  Several properties within the project area are listed on hazardous waste sites 

lists compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5, such as the Regional 

Water Quality Control Board’s GeoTracker site and the EPA’s Enviro Mapper site. As 

such, However, the temporary addition of creative elements to existing or entitled 

billboards and tall wall signs would not disturb or affect a hazardous materials site 

because these elements would be affixed to billboards and tall wall signs and would not 

involve ground disturbance that would potentially disturb or expose on-site hazardous 

materials if any were to be present. As such, no impact would occur as a result of the 

proposed project.  

e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not 

been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the 

project result in a safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area? 

No Impact. The project area is not located within a 2-mile radius of any public airport. 

No airport land use plan applies to the site. Therefore, the proposed project would not 

create an airplane safety hazard for people residing or working in the project area, and no 

impact would occur as a result of the proposed project. 

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project result in a safety 

hazard for people residing or working in the project area? 

No Impact. The project area is not located within the vicinity of a private airstrip. 

Therefore, no impact would occur as a result of the proposed project. 
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g) Would the project impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted 

emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

No Impact. The City has an emergency plan (the West Hollywood Emergency Plan) that 

is an all-hazards preparedness, emergency evacuation, response, and recovery plan. It 

addresses hazards such as fires, earthquakes, floods, terrorism, transportation accidents, 

public health emergencies, and hazardous materials accidents (City of West Hollywood 

2011). The proposed project would be required to be consistent with this plan. In addition 

to the City’s emergency plan, the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works 

maintains maps of the disaster routes in Los Angeles County. On the map that depicts the 

City of West Hollywood, the disaster routes that are nearest to the project area are 

Crescent Heights Boulevard and Santa Monica Boulevard (Los Angeles County 

Department of Public Works 2014). At its closest orientation to the project area, Crescent 

Heights Boulevard is a north/south roadway located approximately 0.14 mile east of the 

eastern project area boundary. At its closest orientation to the project area, Santa Monica 

Boulevard is an east/west roadway located approximately 0.30 mile south of the project 

area. Although some future creative off-site sign projects would involve small, localized, 

temporary sidewalk closures along Sunset Boulevard during installation and 

deconstruction activities, these closures would not impede emergency access routes or 

implementation of evacuation plans, as they would be site-specific and are not anticipated 

to last for more than 1 day at a time. Additionally, an encroachment permit would be 

required, which would include provisions for appropriate emergency access and detour 

signage as necessary. For these reasons, the proposed project would not interfere with 

emergency response or evacuation plans, and no impact would occur as a result of the 

proposed project.  

h) Would the project expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury or 

death involving wildland fires, including where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized 

areas or where residences are intermixed with wildlands? 

No Impact. The nearest wildland areas are located at the base of the Hollywood Hills, 

which begin on the north side of Sunset Boulevard, adjacent to and north of the project 

area. Due to the project area’s proximity to the Hollywood Hills, portions of the project 

area near its eastern boundary are located within the City’s Moderate Wildland Fire 

Hazard zone, as designated on the City’s Wildland Fire Hazards map (City of West 

Hollywood 2011). Although small segments of the project area are within this zone, and 

while the entirety of the project area is in proximity to the Hollywood Hills, the hills 

directly north of the project area are developed with residential uses. Furthermore, the 

project area is highly urbanized and is surrounded on all sides by development. In the 
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unlikely event of a fire emergency in the project area due to wildland fires, the Los 

Angeles County Fire Department, specifically Fire Station 7 (864 North San Vicente 

Boulevard) and Fire Station 8 (7643 Santa Monica Boulevard), both located within the 

City, would provide fire protection services. Furthermore, the addition of creative 

elements to billboards and tall wall signs would not change existing conditions such that 

additional people or structures would be exposed to significant risk of loss, injury, or 

death involving wildland fires. Therefore, no impact would occur as a result of the 

proposed project.  
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3.9 Hydrology and Water Quality 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste 
discharge requirements? 

    

b) Substantially deplete groundwater supplies or 
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge 
such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer 
volume or a lowering of the local groundwater 
table level (e.g., the production rate of pre-existing 
nearby wells would drop to a level which would 
not support existing land uses or planned uses for 
which permits have been granted)? 

    

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of 
the site or area, including through the alteration of 
the course of a stream or river, in a manner which 
would result in substantial erosion or siltation on- 
or off-site? 

    

d) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern 
of the site or area, including through the 
alteration of the course of a stream or river, or 
substantially increase the rate or amount of 
surface runoff in a manner which would result in 
flooding on- or off-site? 
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Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

e) Create or contribute runoff water which would 
exceed the capacity of existing or planned 
stormwater drainage systems or provide 
substantial additional sources of polluted runoff? 

    

f) Otherwise substantially degrade water quality?     

g) Place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area 
as mapped on a federal Flood Hazard Boundary 
or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood 
hazard delineation map? 

    

h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area 
structures which would impede or redirect flood 
flows? 

    

i) Expose people or structures to a significant risk of 
loss, injury or death involving flooding, including 
flooding as a result of the failure of a levee or 
dam? 

    

j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow?     

 

a) Would the project violate any water quality standards or waste discharge 

requirements? 

No Impact. The proposed project would involve the temporary conversion of existing 

and entitled off-site signs within the project area to creative off-site signs. The 

installation, operation, and deconstruction of creative elements on off-site signs would 

not require grading or excavation activity that could disturb soils and would not involve 

the use of water. Therefore, the proposed project would not result in the discharge or use 

of water or wastewater, and would not increase the potential for soil erosion or 

contamination. No impact would occur as a result of the proposed project. 

 b) Would the project substantially deplete groundwater supplies or interfere substantially 

with groundwater recharge such that there would be a net deficit in aquifer volume or 

a lowering of the local groundwater table level (i.e., the production rate of pre-existing 

nearby wells would drop to a level that would not support existing land uses or planned 

uses for which permits have been granted)? 

No Impact. The installation, operation, and deconstruction of creative elements on off-

site signs would not require grading or excavation activity that could disturb soils. As 

such, groundwater would not be encountered during future creative off-site sign projects. 
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Additionally, installation, operation, and deconstruction of creative elements would not 

involve any extraction of groundwater. Because creative elements would be affixed to 

signs and would be in place temporarily, future projects would not substantially alter the 

amount of impermeable surfaces along Sunset Boulevard. As such, the proposed project 

would not decrease the amount of stormwater entering the groundwater table through an 

increase in the amount of impermeable surfaces, nor would it deplete groundwater 

through extraction. No impact to groundwater supply and recharge would occur as a 

result of the proposed project. 

c) Would the project substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, 

including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, in a manner which 

would result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site? 

No Impact. Temporary placement of creative elements on existing and entitled off-site 

signs along Sunset Boulevard would not substantially alter the existing drainage pattern 

of the project area or its surroundings. This is because these elements would be affixed to 

existing or entitled off-site signs and would be in place temporarily. As such, future 

creative off-site sign projects would not involve ground disturbance or other activities 

having the potential to change drainage patterns. The proposed project would not cause a 

substantial change in stormwater flows along Sunset Boulevard over existing conditions. 

Therefore, no erosion impact resulting from altered drainage patterns would occur as a 

result of the proposed project. 

d) Would the project substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, 

including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river, or substantially 

increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in 

flooding on- or off-site? 

No Impact. As discussed in Section 3.9(c), the proposed project would not cause a 

substantial change in stormwater flows along Sunset Boulevard over existing conditions. 

As such, the proposed project would not result in an increase in the rate or amount of 

surface runoff that could result in flooding. No impact would occur. 

e) Would the project create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of 

existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional 

sources of polluted runoff? 

No Impact. As described in Sections 3.9(b) and 3.9(c), implementation of the proposed 

project would not substantially alter drainage patterns along Sunset Boulevard, nor would 

it substantially alter the amount of impermeable surfaces along Sunset Boulevard. For 
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these reasons, the proposed project would not substantially change the amount of runoff 

water coming from the project area relative to existing conditions, and storm flows would 

generally be of the same volume as existing flows. Additionally, because future creative 

off-site sign projects would not result in any ground disturbance, additional impermeable 

groundcover, or other discharges to the stormwater drainage system, the proposed project 

would not generate an additional source of polluted runoff. Therefore, no impacts 

involving storm water drainage systems or polluted runoff would occur as a result of the 

proposed project. 

 f) Would the project otherwise substantially degrade water quality? 

No Impact. As described in Sections 3.9(a) through 3.9(e), the proposed project would 

not include potential sources of contaminants that could degrade water quality. No impact 

would occur. 

g) Would the project place housing within a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a 

federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insurance Rate Map or other flood hazard 

delineation map? 

No Impact. No area of the City is mapped within a 100-year flood hazard zone (City of 

West Hollywood 2011). Furthermore, housing would not be constructed as part of the 

project. Accordingly, no impact would occur as a result of the proposed project. 

h) Would the project place within a 100-year flood hazard area structures which would 

impede or redirect flood flows? 

No Impact. As discussed in Section 3.9(g), no area of the City is mapped within a 100-

year flood hazard zone. Additionally, the proposed project involves limited and 

temporary exterior modifications to existing and entitled off-site signs. As such, the 

project would not impede or redirect flood flows. No impact would occur as a result of 

the proposed project. 

i) Would the project expose people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury  

or death involving flooding, including flooding as a result of the failure of a levee 

or dam? 

No Impact. Franklin Canyon Reservoir is located approximately 1.3 miles northwest of 

the western project area boundary. However, as shown in the Dam Inundation Hazard 

Areas map in the City’s general plan, the project area is not within a dam inundation 

hazard area (City of West Hollywood 2011). Furthermore, the addition of creative 
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elements to billboards and off-site signs would not change the use of any existing 

buildings or otherwise subject people or structures to increased flood hazards. As such, 

no impact would occur as a result of the proposed project. 

j) Inundation by seiche, tsunami, or mudflow? 

No Impact. Seiches are oscillations generated in enclosed bodies of water, usually as a 

result of earthquake-related ground shaking. A seiche wave has the potential to overflow 

the sides of a containing basin to inundate adjacent or downstream areas. As discussed in 

Section 3.9(i), the Franklin Canyon Reservoir is located approximately 1.3 miles 

northwest of the western project area boundary. However, the distance and geographic 

boundaries between the project area and this body of water eliminates the risk of a seiche 

affecting the project area.  

Tsunamis are large ocean waves caused by the sudden water displacement that results 

from an underwater earthquake, landslide, or volcanic eruption. Tsunamis affect low-

lying areas along the coastline. The project area is located approximately 8 miles 

northeast of the Pacific Ocean at an elevation of approximately 400 feet above sea level. 

As such, the project area would not be susceptible to inundation by tsunami.  

As discussed in Sections 3.6(a)(iv) and 3.9(i), the project area is not in an area identified 

as being susceptible to landslides or flooding. As such, the project area is not likely to be 

susceptible to mudslides. Furthermore, creative elements on off-site signs would not 

introduce additional habitable structures to the project area, nor would they change the 

use of any existing buildings resulting in an increase of building occupants who may be 

exposed to mudslides. Therefore, the proposed project would not expose people or 

structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving inundation by seiche, 

tsunami, or mudflow. No impact would occur as a result of the proposed project. 

Reference 

City of West Hollywood. 2011. City of West Hollywood General Plan 2035. Accessed January 
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3.10 Land Use and Planning 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Physically divide an established community?     

b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, 
or regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over 
the project (including, but not limited to the 
general plan, specific plan, local coastal program, 
or zoning ordinance) adopted for the purpose of 
avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect? 

    

c) Conflict with any applicable habitat conservation 
plan or natural community conservation plan? 

    

 

a) Would the project physically divide an established community? 

No Impact. The proposed project would involve the temporary conversion of existing 

and entitled off-site signs within the project area to creative off-site signs. This would 

involve limited and temporary exterior modifications to existing and entitled billboards 

and tall wall signs along Sunset Boulevard. Because these modifications would be placed 

on signs, they would not constitute a physical division of land uses along Sunset 

Boulevard. Therefore, no impact would occur as a result of the proposed project. 

b) Would the project conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation of 

an agency with jurisdiction over the project (including, but not limited to the general 

plan, specific plan, local coastal program, or zoning ordinance) adopted for the 

purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect? 

No Impact. The project area is subject to the City’s General Plan, the Zoning Ordinance, 

and the SSP. The SSP is intended to be used in conjunction with the City’s General Plan 

and Zoning Ordinance, and includes policies, standards, and guidelines that promote and 

preserve the unique qualities of Sunset Boulevard. Both the existing Zoning Ordinance 

and the SSP set forth guidelines and regulations for the development of creative 

billboards along Sunset Boulevard. (Neither the existing Zoning Ordinance nor the SSP 

currently contain standards for creative tall wall signs.) The Land Use and Urban Form 

Element of the General Plan provides policies to guide development throughout the City 

as a whole. This element also sets forth a goal and associated policies specifically for 

Sunset Boulevard, as well as several policies pertaining to off-site signage in the City.     
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Sunset Specific Plan Consistency 

Goals and requirements for billboards are contained in Part 2, Section 1 in the SSP, in a 

chapter titled “Billboards and Art Advertising.” The proposed project includes minor 

updates to the SSP in Billboards and Art Advertising, Section 3 – Creative Billboards, 

Part B (page 135 and 136). These updates are shown in Section 2.4 of this document. 

Table 8 includes the goals set forth for all types of billboards and art advertising, as well 

as the requirements specifically applicable to creative billboards and analyzes the 

proposed project’s consistency with these policies. At the time of SSP adoption (1996), 

the type of advertisement that is now called a “tall wall sign” was considered to be a 

specific type of creative billboard. As such, the standards for creative billboards set forth 

in the SSP include a subsection with standards that are specifically applicable to tall wall 

signs. Because the proposed project would not involve new tall wall signs, these SSP 

requirements are not applicable to the proposed project and are not analyzed in Table 8. 

Due to the proposed project’s relationship to the visual environment of Sunset Boulevard, 

Table 8 also evaluates the proposed project’s consistency with the relevant goals in the 

“Urban Design” chapter of the SSP.  

Table 8  

Sunset Specific Plan Consistency Analysis 

Specific Plan Policy Analysis  

Goals – Billboard and Art Advertising 

I. Encourage 
maintenance and location 
of existing and proposed 
billboards.  

Consistent. The proposed project would involve the temporary conversion of existing 
and entitled off-site signs within the project area to creative off-site signs. The 
temporary conversion of a billboard or tall wall sign to a creative billboard or tall wall 
sign would not discourage or conflict with maintenance of existing or entitled signs. 
Additionally, the activities permitted under the proposed zoning text amendments 
would not affect or change the locations of exiting or entitled billboards.  

II. Legalize existing 
billboards, and allow for 
creative billboards which 
will enhance the 
excitement of the Sunset 
Strip without detracting 
from existing visual 
aesthetics or interfering 
with views.  

Consistent. As stated in Section 2.3 of this document, one of the objectives of the 
proposed project is to “increase the vitality and energy of the Sunset Strip through 
creativity and innovation in its off-site signs.” The proposed zoning text amendments 
allow for temporary creative tall wall signs and streamline the permitting process for 
creative billboards along the Sunset Strip. As such, the proposed project aims to 
implement the goal of enhancing the excitement of the Sunset Strip through creative 
billboards and creative tall wall signs. The proposed zoning text amendments include 
regulations that limit the size and height of creative elements to minimize any potential 
effects on views and to decrease the likelihood that future projects would detract from 
the existing visual environment of the Sunset Strip. (Refer to Section 3.1 of this 
document for a further discussion of aesthetics.)  

III. Encourage continued 
use of original 
artwork/signage at 
businesses which involve 
the entertainment industry.  

Consistent. Signs advertising a business that are located at that specific business are 
considered on-site signs (see Section 1.3 of this document). The proposed zoning text 
amendments pertain only to off-site signs. For this reason, implementation of the 
proposed project would not hinder the continued use of original artwork/signage at 
entertainment industry businesses, as these are generally on-site signs.  
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Table 8  

Sunset Specific Plan Consistency Analysis 

Specific Plan Policy Analysis  

IV. Allow for artwork to be 
incorporated into existing 
and proposed structures 
in order to enhance the 
visual quality of the street 
and reduce the number of 
blank walls.  

Consistent. The proposed zoning text amendments would allow for creative tall wall 
signs along Sunset Boulevard. Because the proposed project would not involve new 
tall wall signs, it would neither increase nor decrease the number of blank walls along 
Sunset Boulevard. However, the proposed project would encourage enhanced visual 
quality and excitement on existing and entitled tall wall signs by allowing the temporary 
placement of creative elements on such signs. Generally, creative tall wall signs and 
creative billboards would not be considered “artwork” as defined in the Sunset Specific 
Plan (SSP). However, one of the elements that would be considered creative is “hand-
painted graphics or graphics crafted on-site.” Although these graphics would likely be 
advertisements and not artwork as defined in the SSP, they would still help engender 
continued creativity along the Sunset Strip, and would encourage the use of 
advertisements that are produced and designed locally.  

Requirements – Creative Billboards 

3. Creative Billboard shall 
mean a billboard which 
may incorporate elements 
such as enlarged size, 
irregular shape, flashing 
lights, moving parts, 
inflated additions, 
electronic media, 
participatory attributes, 
three dimensional or 
structural projections, 
and/or other unusual 
characteristics that would 
substantially differ from a 
traditional flat surface 
billboard of standardized 
size.  

Consistent. Although the proposed project would expand the definition of a “creative 
billboard,” it would not alter the intent or outcome of this original definition. All of the 
creative elements listed in the original SSP definition would continue to be considered 
allowable under the proposed zoning text amendments, with the exception that making 
a billboard larger would no longer be considered “creative.” Uniform expansion of 
billboard area that falls within the definition of customary maintenance under state law 
would continue to be allowed under state law (see Section 2.6 of this document).  

Through the Creative 
Billboard process, the City 
encourages temporary 
creative “non-standard” 
billboards which may 
incorporate elements 
such as larger-than-
standard and irregular 
billboards, flashing lights, 
moving parts, inflated 
additions, electronic 
media, and/or 
participatory attributes, 
such as tuning into radio 
stations.  

Consistent. The proposed zoning text amendments would modify the regulations and 
permitting processes that were originally established for creative billboards. However, 
this process would further encourage the placement of creative billboards along 
Sunset Boulevard, as the revised process would extend the time limit of the ministerial 
creative billboard permit and would eliminate discretionary review from the permitting 
process. As described above, the proposed zoning text amendments would continue 
to allow for all of the creative elements that are listed in the SSP, with the exception 
that simply expanding sign size is no longer considered “creative.”  
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Table 8  

Sunset Specific Plan Consistency Analysis 

Specific Plan Policy Analysis  

3(a). The City will also 
encourage the creation of 
temporary, long-term, 
nonstandard billboards 
which may become 
symbols of West 
Hollywood and the Sunset 
Strip, such as the 
Marlboro Man. All creative 
billboards shall be 
approved through the 
Creative Billboard 
Process.  

Consistent. As stated in Section 2.6 of this document, the objectives of the proposed 
project include streamlining the process for approving creative off-site signs, 
increasing the number of creative off-site signs in the project area, and increasing the 
vitality and energy of the Sunset Strip through creativity and innovation in off-site 
signs. The proposed zoning text amendments are intended to further encourage 
creative off-site signs and to encourage these signs to enhance the iconic reputation of 
the Sunset Strip. Under the proposed amendments, the regulations and permitting 
processes that were originally established for creative billboards would be modified. 
Per the existing Zoning Ordinance, creative billboards are allowable for a maximum of 
2 years with discretionary approval. (Extensions to this 2-year period are also allowed, 
with discretionary approval). This discretionary process that allows creative billboards 
to be in place for 2 years or more would no longer be a part of the permitting process 
under the proposed zoning text amendments. Although the proposed project would 
extend the duration of ministerial permits for creative billboards, it would limit the 
overall duration of placement of creative billboards to 1.5 years. Although the Marlboro 
Man sign was in place for approximately 17 years (from 1982 to 1999), most creative 
billboards in the City are in place for a much shorter period of time (typically 30 to 45 
days). As such, the proposed zoning text amendments would not place time limitations 
on creative billboards that would conflict with the current and typical durations of such 
billboards.  

3(b). A creative billboard 
shall not be included in 
the total permitted sign 
area. The Director of 
Community Development 
may approve or renew a 
Creative Billboard Permit 
for a period of six months 
if all of the following 
findings of fact can be 
made in a positive 
manner:  

Consistent. The proposed zoning text amendments would continue to treat creative 
billboards as temporary conversions of existing or entitled billboards. Under the 
proposed zoning text amendments, creative elements that involve temporary 
extensions or protrusions off of the existing or entitled sign area would not be 
considered part of the total permitted sign area. Rather, they would be considered as 
temporary additions to the total permitted sign area. Under the proposed project, the 
Director of Community Development would continue to be allowed to approve or 
review a permit for a creative billboard. However, the duration for this permit would be 
extended from 6 months to 12 months, with an allowable 6-month extension. This 
provision of the SSP would be updated accordingly upon approval of the proposed 
project, and this permitting requirement would also be included in the proposed zoning 
text amendments.  

3(b)(i). The creative 
billboard is located on 
Sunset Boulevard. 

Consistent. Under the proposed project, creative billboards (and creative tall wall 
signs) would only be allowed within the SSP area, which consists of parcels fronting 
Sunset Boulevard. The proposed project would not involve new billboards or tall wall 
signs.  

3(b)(ii). The creative 
billboard either: enlarges 
an existing billboard in the 
same location and in such 
a way that does not 
exceed the height 
limitations set forth in the 
SSP; or is on the wall of a 
building on Sunset 
Boulevard.  

Consistent. This requirement is currently included in the existing Zoning Ordinance. 
Under the proposed project, creative billboards would continue to be disallowed from 
altering the location of existing billboards. However, the language related to SSP 
height requirements will be stricken from the existing Zoning Ordinance under the 
proposed project, since new height limitations are provided specifically for creative 
elements of billboards, and state regulations allow for temporary billboard extensions 
beyond those originally set forth in the SSP. Uniform enlargements of billboard areas 
would not be subject to the proposed zoning text amendments, as these are not 
considered creative elements. Any uniform enlargements that fall within the definition 
of customary maintenance under state law would continue to be allowed under state 
law (see Section 2.6 of this document). 
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Table 8  

Sunset Specific Plan Consistency Analysis 

Specific Plan Policy Analysis  

Because tall wall signs are only allowed on buildings along Sunset Boulevard, creative 
tall wall signs that are implemented as a result of the proposed project would be 
located on the walls of buildings along Sunset Boulevard.  

3(b)(iii). The billboard is 
properly sited and well-
integrated into context. 

Consistent. This requirement is currently included in the existing Zoning Ordinance 
and would remain in the Zoning Ordinance under the proposed project. Additionally, 
under the proposed project, this requirement would be applied to creative tall wall 
signs.  

3(b)(iv). The billboard 
exhibits one of the 
following elements: 

 Architectural – The 
proposed billboard 
structure is compatible 
with and enhances the 
architectural elements 
of the building(s) or 
site. 

 Media – The proposed 
billboard incorporates 
neon, unusual lighting 
techniques, electronic, 
graphics, moving 
parts, or other creative 
concepts deemed 
appropriate by the 
Director of Community 
Development.  

Consistent. The proposed project would replace these requirements with a list of 
specific elements that are considered “creative.” However, this list of creative elements 
would not conflict with or disallow any of the elements that are currently allowable in 
the SSP.  

3(b)(v). The creative 
billboard application 
includes a scale drawing 
of the intended design, 
with specific 
measurements and 
statistics for any non-
standard parts, 
extensions or protrusions, 
and lighting.  

Consistent. The proposed project would not alter the required contents for creative 
off-site sign applications.  

3(b)(vi). Moving or 
changing visuals are 
timed in a way that does 
not cause confusion or 
interfere with the flow of 
traffic.  

Consistent. This requirement is currently included in the existing Zoning Ordinance 
and would remain in the Zoning Ordinance under the proposed project. Additionally, 
under the proposed project, this requirement would also be applied to creative tall wall 
signs. 

3(c). Creative Billboard 
Applications must specify 
a time period for 

Consistent. The proposed project would not alter this requirement. Applications would 
continue to specify expiration dates.  
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Table 8  

Sunset Specific Plan Consistency Analysis 

Specific Plan Policy Analysis  

expiration of the Creative 
Billboard Permit.  

Goals – Urban Design 

VI. Protect and enhance 
significant public views to 
the Los Angeles Basin 
and to the hills above 
Sunset as well as along 
street corridors and within 
open spaces.  

Consistent. The proposed project would involve the temporary conversion of existing 
and entitled off-site signs within the project area to creative off-site signs. The 
proposed project would not involve new, permanent signs or buildings having the 
potential to obstruct existing views. Although there is the potential that creative 
elements placed on signs would temporarily degrade existing views, the proposed 
zoning text amendments include regulations to limit the height and size of such 
protrusions. These proposed regulations would protect existing views by minimizing 
potential impacts of future creative off-site signs.  

Source: City of West Hollywood 1996 

Zoning Ordinance Consistency  

The proposed project consists of revisions to Section 19.34.080 of the Zoning Ordinance. 

Because the proposed project involves new and revised Zoning Ordinance text, a 

consistency analysis with the current zoning ordinance text is not necessary.  

General Plan Consistency  

The Land Use and Urban Form Element of the General Plan sets forth the following goal 

for Sunset Boulevard: “Maintain Sunset Boulevard as a regional, national, and 

international destination for entertainment, and the primary economic engine of the City.” 

The intent of this goal, as stated in the General Plan, is to “enhance Sunset Boulevard as 

the highest intensity area of West Hollywood, a popular and iconic international 

destination for entertainment, and the primary economic engine of the City…” (City of 

West Hollywood 2011). The proposed project would further this intent by facilitating 

creative off-site signs that contribute to the vibrancy and uniqueness of Sunset Boulevard, 

thereby helping to maintain Sunset Boulevard as an internationally renowned location for 

entertainment and nightlife. The Land Use and Urban Form Element also sets forth the 

following goal specific to signage in the City: “Maximize the iconic urban design value 

and visual creativity of signage in West Hollywood” (City of West Hollywood 2011). By 

streamlining the approval process for creative billboards and by allowing for creative tall 

wall signs, the proposed project would facilitate additional creativity in the off-site signs 

along Sunset Boulevard, thereby enhancing the ability of existing signage to enhance the 

visual creativity of the area. As such, the proposed project supports and is consistent with 

the City’s goals for Sunset Boulevard and for signage.   
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As described above, the proposed project would be consistent with the applicable goals 

and requirements of the SSP. No impact to applicable land use plans, policies, and 

regulations would occur as a result of the proposed project.  

c) Would the project conflict with any applicable habitat conservation plan or natural 

community conservation plan? 

No Impact. As discussed in Section 3.4(f), there are no adopted habitat conservation 

plans or natural community conservation plans applicable to the City. Therefore, the 

proposed project would not conflict with any such plans, and no impact would occur as a 

result from the proposed project.  

References 

City of West Hollywood. 1996. Sunset Specific Plan. Adopted July 1996. 

City of West Hollywood. 2011. West Hollywood General Plan 2035. Adopted September 6, 

2011. Accessed January 19, 2014. http://www.weho.org/city-hall/download-documents/-

folder-155.  

3.11 Mineral Resources 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral 
resource that would be of value to the region and 
the residents of the state? 

    

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-
important mineral resource recovery site 
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, 
or other land use plan? 

    

 

a) Would the project result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that 

would be of value to the region and the residents of the state? 

No Impact. According to the California Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, 

Gas, and Geothermal Resources, there are no oil, gas, geothermal, or other known wells 

located within the project area (DOGGR 2015). The Division of Mines and Geology 

(renamed the California Geological Survey in 2006) has mapped the City within Mineral 
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Resource Zone 1 for aggregate resources. Mineral Resource Zone 1 is a designation given 

to areas where adequate information indicates that no significant mineral deposits are 

present, or where it is judged that little likelihood exists for their presence (Division of 

Mines and Geology 1994). Because the project area is not mapped as or known to contain 

an important mineral resource, the proposed project would not have the potential to cause 

a loss in availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the region and 

the residents of the state. Furthermore, the proposed project would involve temporary 

modifications to existing billboards and tall wall signs along Sunset Boulevard, and such 

activities would not require ground disturbance and would not involve any changes in 

land use. As such, the proposed project would not result in the loss of availability of any 

known mineral resources. No impact would occur as a result of the proposed project. 

 b) Would the project result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral 

resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or other  

land use plan? 

No Impact. The project area is not delineated as a locally important mineral resource 

recovery site in the General Plan (City of West Hollywood 2011). Furthermore, as 

discussed in Section 3.11(a), no active oil wells exist within the project area, and the City 

has been mapped within an area where no significant mineral deposits are present or are 

likely to be present. The proposed project would involve temporary modifications to 

existing billboards and tall wall signs along Sunset Boulevard, and such activities would 

not require ground disturbance nor involve any changes in land use. As such, the 

proposed project would not result in the loss of availability of any known mineral 

resources. Therefore, implementation of the proposed project would not result in the loss 

of availability of a locally important mineral resource recovery site. No impact would 

occur as a result of the proposed project. 

References  

City of West Hollywood. 2011. City of West Hollywood General Plan 2035. Accessed January 

20, 2015. http://www.weho.org/city-hall/download-documents/-folder-155. 

Division of Mines and Geology. 1994. Generalized Mineral Land Classification Map of Los 

Angeles County – South Half – Aggregate Resources Only. [map]. 1:100,000. USGS 7.5 

Minute Topographic Quadrangles. Prepared by Russell V. Miller. 1994. Accessed 

January 23, 2015. http://www.quake.ca.gov/gmaps/WH/smaramaps.htm.  
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DOGGR (California Department of Conservation, Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal 

Resources). 2015. DOGGR Well Finder. Accessed January 23, 2015. 

http://maps.conservation.ca.gov/doggr/index.html#close.  

3.12 Noise 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise 
levels in excess of standards established in the 
local general plan or noise ordinance, or 
applicable standards of other agencies? 

    

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive 
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise 
levels? 

    

c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient 
noise levels in the project vicinity above levels 
existing without the project? 

    

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in 
ambient noise levels in the project vicinity above 
levels existing without the project? 

    

e) For a project located within an airport land use 
plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, 
within two miles of a public airport or public use 
airport, would the project expose people residing 
or working in the project area to excessive noise 
levels? 

    

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private airstrip, 
would the project expose people residing or 
working in the project area to excessive noise 
levels? 

    

 

a) Would the project result in exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in 

excess of standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or 

applicable standards of other agencies? 

Less Than Significant Impact. Short-term construction activities would create 

intermittent elevated noise levels at and near the project area generated by construction 

equipment, delivery of materials, and construction worker trips. In general, it is assumed 

that equipment and materials would be delivered to the creative billboard or creative tall 

wall sign location in no more than four truck trips. In addition, up to four vendor truck 

trips are assumed for each creative billboard or creative tall wall sign installation 
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location. Material deliveries would occur in the morning on the day of the installation. It 

is estimated that up to five construction personnel would be required to install a typical 

creative billboard or creative tall wall sign; therefore, it is assumed that installation of the 

creative billboard or creative tall wall sign would require up to 10 one-way construction 

worker trips. Construction workers would arrive at the sign location in the morning on 

the day of the installation to receive and unload the material deliveries.  

Project construction and maintenance activities would occur Monday through Friday 

between 8 a.m. and 7 p.m. in accordance with the City’s construction Noise Code (City’s 

Municipal Code 9.08.050.f) (City of West Hollywood 2015). Installation activities would 

occur over the course of the day and may involve use of a crane to attach or assemble 

creative sign elements. It is assumed that the crane would be used for up to 8 hours on the 

day of installation. Construction activities at each creative billboard or creative tall wall 

sign location would occur for 1 day. Removal of the creative billboard or creative tall 

wall sign elements is anticipated to involve the same number of trips, construction 

personnel, and days as the installation process.  

With the exception of the live action category, none of the allowable creative billboard 

elements would result in daily operational vehicle trips to creative billboard or creative 

tall wall sign locations. For purposes of this environmental analysis, it is assumed that 

one creative off-site sign involving live action would be implemented per year, resulting 

in an additional five vehicle trips per day to the site for a period of up to 30 days. It is 

assumed that operation activities for each creative billboard or creative tall wall sign 

would occur over a maximum of 8 hours per day and up to 92 times per year (46 

installations and 46 deconstructions per year). 

Although construction and maintenance activities would occur near existing residential 

development, the activities would occur in an already highly developed and urbanized 

area that includes entertainment uses and restaurants along Sunset Boulevard. Because 

the additional vendor and worker trips described above would not be a substantial 

increase compared to existing traffic volumes, a significant noise increase would not 

result. Due to the limited nature and scope of project construction and operation 

activities, and with compliance with the City’s Noise Code (City’s Municipal Code 

9.08.050.f), the temporary noise impact would be less than significant. 
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b) Would the project result in exposure of persons to or generation of excessive 

groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels? 

No Impact. Operation of certain types of construction equipment can cause vibrations 

that spread through the ground and diminish in strength with distance. Installation of new 

creative billboard or creative tall wall sign elements would not require use of heavy 

construction equipment (e.g., a large bulldozer) that is typically associated with 

groundborne vibration. Additionally, there would be no ground-disturbing activities from 

installation of new creative billboard or creative tall wall sign elements. Therefore, no 

vibration impact would occur as a result of the proposed project. 

c) Would the project result in a substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in 

the project vicinity above levels existing without the project? 

Less Than Significant Impact. A significant impact would occur if the proposed project 

would cause a substantial permanent increase in noise levels above existing ambient 

levels. The proposed project would result in 10 additional creative billboard conversions 

and 36 creative tall wall sign conversions per year. It is assumed that the creative 

elements would be installed for up to 30 days, resulting in 46 installations and 46 

deconstructions per year.
8
 As such, operational conditions are anticipated to involve 

approximately one creative billboard and three creative tall wall sign conversions per 

month along the Sunset Strip. Creative billboard and creative tall wall signs would 

require 1 day to install and 1 day to deconstruct. 

For purposes of this environmental analysis, it is assumed that one creative off-site sign 

involving live action would be implemented per year, resulting in an additional five 

vehicle trips per day to the site for a period of up to 30 days. Although worker trips, 

delivery of materials, and installation and deconstruction of the creative sign elements 

could generate additional noise during project operation, the noise generated would be 

intermittent and temporary and would be consistent with the types of activities that 

normally occur within this highly urbanized portion of Sunset Boulevard. Therefore, 

the proposed project would not create a substantial permanent increase in noise levels 

above existing ambient levels. Impacts resulting from the proposed project would be 

less than significant. 

                                                                 
8
  The City estimates that creative billboards are typically installed for 30 to 45 days before being removed; 

therefore, 30 days was conservatively assumed as the average duration that a creative billboard or creative tall 

wall sign would be installed.  
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d) Would the project result in a substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient 

noise levels in the project vicinity above levels existing without the project? 

Less Than Significant Impact. As discussed in Section 3.12(c), delivery of materials, 

worker trips, and installation and deconstruction of creative sign elements could generate 

additional noise in the project area. As previously discussed, it is assumed that each sign 

would be installed for up to 30 days, resulting in 46 installations and 46 deconstructions 

per year, with approximately one creative billboard and three creative tall wall signs 

installed or deconstructed per month. Due to the minor nature of the activities involved 

with installation and deconstruction of creative billboard and creative tall wall signs (e.g., 

delivery and installation of materials, noise generated from creative off-site signs 

involving live action), the intermittent, temporary noise associated with the proposed 

project would not generate a substantial increase in ambient noise levels above levels 

existing without the project. The temporary noise impact resulting from the proposed 

project would therefore be less than significant. 

e) Would the project be located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has 

not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the 

project expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels? 

No Impact. As discussed in Section 3.12(e), the project area is not located within 2 miles 

of a public airport or airport land use plan. Therefore, the proposed project would not 

expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels from 

aircraft use. No impact would occur as a result of the proposed project. 

f) Would the project be within the vicinity of a private airstrip, would the project expose 

people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels? 

No Impact. As discussed previously in Section 3.12(f), the project area is not located 

within the vicinity of a private airstrip. Therefore, the proposed project would not expose 

people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels related to aircraft 

use. No impact would occur as a result of the proposed project. 

Reference  

City of West Hollywood. 2015. Noise. Accessed January 24, 2015. http://www.weho.org/ 

city-hall/city-departments/public-works/noise. 
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3.13 Population and Housing 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Induce substantial population growth in an area, 
either directly (for example, by proposing new 
homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, 
through extension of roads or other 
infrastructure)? 

    

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing housing, 
necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere? 

    

c) Displace substantial numbers of people, 
necessitating the construction of replacement 
housing elsewhere? 

    

 

a) Would the project induce substantial population growth in an area, either directly (for 

example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through 

extension of roads or other infrastructure)? 

No Impact. The proposed project would involve the temporary conversion of existing 

and entitled off-site signs within the project area to creative off-site signs. As such, the 

proposed project would not include construction or operation of any new residential or 

commercial land uses, and therefore, would not result in a direct population increase 

from construction of new homes or businesses. No extension of roads or other 

infrastructure that could potentially induce population growth would be required for 

future creative off-site signs developed pursuant to the proposed zoning text 

amendments. During installation and deconstruction of future creative off-site signs, 

several construction personnel (approximately five) would be required for 

approximately 2 days (1 day for installation and 1 day for deconstruction). Due to the 

minimal number of workers required and the routine, temporary nature of the 

installation and deconstruction processes, the need for these workers would be 

accommodated within the existing and future labor market in the City and the 

surrounding metropolitan area. As such, the proposed project would not generate 

employment growth to the extent that population growth would result in the City or the 

region. Therefore, the proposed project would not result in indirect population growth, 

and no impacts involving population growth would occur. 
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b) Would the project displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating the 

construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

No Impact. The proposed project would involve the temporary conversion of existing 

and entitled off-site signs within the project area to creative off-site signs. Therefore, the 

proposed project would not involve land use changes and would not displace any existing 

housing. No impact to housing would occur as a result of the proposed project. 

c) Would the project displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the 

construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

No Impact. The proposed project would involve the temporary conversion of existing 

and entitled off-site signs within the project area to creative off-site signs. Therefore, the 

proposed project would not involve land use changes and would not displace any existing 

residents of the area. Construction of replacement housing would not be necessary. No 

impact would occur as a result of the proposed project. 

3.14 Public Services 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than Significant 
with Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times, or other performance 
objectives for any of the public services: 

Fire protection?     

Police protection?     

Schools?     

Parks?     

Other public facilities?     

 

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the 

provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or 

physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause 

significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, 

response times, or other performance objectives for any of the public services: 

Fire Protection 

No Impact. Fire services in the City are provided by the Los Angeles County Fire 

Department. The City is also within the Consolidated Fire Protection District of the 
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County of Los Angeles, which provides immediate access to the Urban Search and 

Rescue and Hazardous Materials teams, Air Operations, and other emergency response 

resources. Two Los Angeles County Fire Department stations are located within the City: 

Fire Station 7, located approximately 0.5 mile south of the project area at 864 North San 

Vicente Boulevard and Fire Station 8, located approximately 1 mile east of the project 

area at 7643 Santa Monica Boulevard (City of West Hollywood 2011).  

The proposed project would involve the temporary conversion of existing and entitled 

off-site signs within the project area to creative off-site signs. The addition of creative 

elements to billboards and tall wall signs would not change the use of any existing 

buildings resulting in additional occupants and would not result in new buildings 

requiring fire protection services. As described in Section 3.13, the proposed project 

would not generate population growth resulting in an increase of people requiring fire 

protection services in the project area. Furthermore, the proposed project area is a highly 

urbanized corridor. The addition of temporary creative elements to existing and entitled 

signs would not cause an intensification of uses over existing conditions such that 

additional fire services would be required. For these reasons, no impact would occur as a 

result of the proposed project.  

Police Protection 

No Impact. The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department contracts with the City to 

provide police protection. The City is served by the West Hollywood Sheriff’s Station, 

located at 720 North San Vicente Boulevard, approximately 0.5 mile south of the project 

area. As described above under “Fire Protection,” the proposed project would not result 

in population growth, additional building occupants, or additional buildings. Placement 

of temporary creative elements on existing and entitled signs would not cause an 

intensification of uses over existing conditions such that additional police services would 

be required. For these reasons, no impact would occur as a result of the proposed project.  

Schools 

No Impact. The City is served by the Los Angeles Unified School District. The need for 

new school facilities is typically associated with a population increase that generates an 

increase in enrollment large enough to need a new school. As described in Section 3.13, 

the proposed project would not generate population growth. Therefore, no new students 

would be generated, and no increase in demand for local schools would result. As such, 

no impact to schools would occur as a result of the proposed project. 
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Parks 

No Impact. The City contains six municipal parks totaling 15.31 acres. The proposed 

project area includes the William S. Hart Park and Off-Leash Dog Park. This park is 

located at 8341 de Longpre Avenue but has a frontage on Sunset Boulevard. Residential 

development typically has the greatest potential to result in impacts to parks, since these 

types of developments generate a permanent increase in residential population. The 

proposed project does not include development of any residential or commercial uses, 

and would not generate any new permanent residents or employees who would 

substantially increase the demand for local and regional park facilities. Although each 

creative off-site sign would require construction personnel to install and deconstruct the 

creative elements, these activities would be temporary (approximately 1 day for 

installation and 1 day for deconstruction) and would involve approximately five 

construction personnel. Construction personnel working on Sunset Boulevard could use 

the William S. Hart Park and Off-Leash Dog Park, as well as other parks throughout the 

City. However, due to the limited nature of the installation and deconstruction activities, 

the short duration, and the small number of personnel required, activities associated with 

the proposed project would not introduce new workers to the City to the extent that new 

park facilities would be required. For these reasons, no impact to parks would occur as a 

result of the proposed project. 

Other Public Facilities 

No Impact. The proposed project does not include development of residential or 

commercial uses and would not increase the demand for other public facilities. 

Additionally, the proposed project would not result in indirect population growth, which 

would increase demand for other public facilities. No impact to other public facilities 

would occur as a result of the proposed project. 

Reference  

City of West Hollywood. 2011. City of West Hollywood General Plan 2035. Accessed January 

20, 2015. http://www.weho.org/city-hall/download-documents/-folder-155. 
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3.15 Recreation 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Would the project increase the use of existing 
neighborhood and regional parks or other 
recreational facilities such that substantial physical 
deterioration of the facility would occur or be 
accelerated? 

    

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or 
require the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities which might have an adverse 
physical effect on the environment? 

    

 

a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or 

other recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility 

would occur or be accelerated? 

No Impact. As described in Sections 3.13 and 3.14, future creative off-site signs 

developed pursuant to the proposed project would not generate new permanent residents 

that would increase the use of existing parks and recreational facilities. Additionally, 

short-term impacts to local recreational facilities would not occur due to the limited 

number of construction personnel and the short duration of each installation and 

deconstruction event (approximately 1 day each for installation and deconstruction per 

creative off-site sign, for a total of 92 days each year). For these reasons, substantial 

physical deterioration of park facilities would not occur or be accelerated by the 

installation, operation, and deconstruction of creative off-site signs. No impact would 

occur as a result of the proposed project. 

 b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or  

expansion of recreational facilities, which might have an adverse physical effect on  

the environment? 

No Impact. The proposed project does not include development of any residential uses 

and, thus, would not generate new permanent residents that would increase the demand 

for recreational facilities. Further, the proposed project would not promote or indirectly 

induce new development that would require the construction or expansion of recreational 

facilities. Therefore, no impact would occur as a result of the proposed project. 



Creative Billboard and Creative Tall Wall Zoning Text and SSP Amendments  
Initial Study / Negative Declaration 

  8727 
 106 August 2015  

3.16 Transportation and Traffic 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or 
policy establishing measures of effectiveness for 
the performance of the circulation system, taking 
into account all modes of transportation including 
mass transit and non-motorized travel and 
relevant components of the circulation system, 
including but not limited to intersections, streets, 
highways and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle 
paths, and mass transit? 

    

b) Conflict with an applicable congestion 
management program, including, but not limited to 
level of service standards and travel demand 
measures, or other standards established by the 
county congestion management agency for 
designated roads or highways?  

    

c) Result in a change in air traffic patterns, including 
either an increase in traffic levels or a change in 
location that results in substantial safety risks? 

    

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design 
feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm 
equipment)? 

    

e) Result in inadequate emergency access?     

f) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs 
regarding public transit, bicycle, or pedestrian 
facilities, or otherwise decrease the performance 
or safety of such facilities? 

    

 

a) Would the project conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance or policy establishing 

measures of effectiveness for the performance of the circulation system, taking into 

account all modes of transportation including mass transit and non-motorized  

travel and relevant components of the circulation system, including but not limited  

to intersections, streets, highways and freeways, pedestrian and bicycle paths, and  

mass transit? 

Less Than Significant Impact. Measures of effectiveness for the performance of the 

circulation system in the City are established by the City for intersections and streets. The 

criteria used by the City for determining whether a proposed project would have a 

significant effect on an intersection is based on existing-plus-project level of service and 
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on increased vehicle delay measured in seconds. The criteria for streets are based on 

percent increase in average daily trips.  

Measures of effectiveness for several selected intersections are also established in the Los 

Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s 2010 Congestion Management 

Program (CMP). Two intersections in the City are monitored as indictors of the 

performance of the CMP Highway and Roadway System: the intersection of Santa 

Monica Boulevard and Doheny Drive (located approximately 0.5 mile south of the 

project area) and the intersection of Santa Monica Boulevard and La Cienega Boulevard 

(located approximately 0.3 mile south of the project area) (Metro 2010). The CMP 

criteria established for intersections is based on level of service and/or increases in traffic 

demand measured using a volume-to-capacity ratio.  

While there are no quantitative measures of performance that have been established for 

the pedestrian, bicycle, or mass transit circulation networks, goals, policies, and specific 

strategies for these modes of transportation are established in the mobility element of the 

City’s General Plan (City of West Hollywood 2011a) and in the West Hollywood Bicycle 

and Pedestrian Mobility Plan (City of West Hollywood 2003). Goals set forth in the 

mobility element include developing a world-class mass transit system, maintaining and 

enhancing a pedestrian-oriented City, and creating a comprehensive bicycle network 

throughout the City. Similarly, the West Hollywood Bicycle and Pedestrian Mobility 

Plan sets forth goals, objectives, policy actions, and design guidelines to improve and 

facilitate bicycle and pedestrian transportation.  

Installation and Deconstruction of Creative Elements 

The installation and deconstruction processes that would be required for future 

creative off-site signs developed pursuant to the proposed zoning text amendments 

would generate additional, albeit minimal, vehicle trips in the project vicinity. 

Although it is not possible to determine the distribution of future creative off-site 

signs along Sunset Boulevard, it is anticipated that the locations of such signs would 

be scattered along Sunset Boulevard. Similarly, it is anticipated that installation  and 

deconstruction events would be scattered throughout the year. The installation and 

deconstruction activities would equate to approximately nine vehicle trips per creative 

off-site sign location in the morning of installation or deconstruction and the same 

number in the evening. These trips would likely occur outside of the AM and PM 

peak traffic hours and would not significantly change roadway volumes. The 

additional trips that would occur during installation and deconstruction activities 

attributable to the proposed project would not cause intersection levels of service to 
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decline, would not lead to an increase in average daily trips, and would not 

substantially alter the volume-to-capacity ratios of nearby intersections.  

As described in Section 3.8, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, some installation and 

deconstruction activities attributable to the proposed project may involve temporary, 

localized sidewalk closures at or adjacent to the site of the sign, potentially impeding the 

flow of pedestrian traffic past future project sites. One of the goals for the pedestrian 

environment established in the West Hollywood Bicycle and Pedestrian Mobility Plan is 

to enhance pedestrian safety. Although scattered 1-day closures of small portions of 

sidewalk along Sunset Boulevard could occur during creative off-site sign conversions, 

appropriate emergency access and detour signage would be provided in accordance with 

City requirements. Additionally, an encroachment permit would be required, which 

would include requirements for appropriate emergency access and detour signage as 

necessary. Sidewalk closures attributable to the proposed project could result in brief 

inconveniences, but they would not substantially affect the movement of pedestrian 

traffic or conflict with the City’s goals of enhancing pedestrian transportation and 

pedestrian safety.  

No designated bicycle paths are within the project area (City of West Hollywood 2015). 

However, the City’s Bicycle Task Force included a bicycle route along Sunset Boulevard 

in its 2011 recommendations to the City Council (City of West Hollywood 2011b). As 

such, it is foreseeable that the project area could support a bicycle route in the future. 

However, installation and deconstruction activities would be limited to the sites of off-

site signs and immediately adjacent areas. The project area is a highly urbanized, 

developed corridor, and the additional activities attributable to the proposed project 

would not cause an intensification of traffic over existing conditions such that future 

bicycle travel would be affected.  

There are approximately five bus stops within the project area (MTA 2015). Future 

creative elements may be installed or deconstructed on off-site signs located near these 

bus stops. However, each installation and deconstruction event is anticipated to take 

approximately 1 day and would not involve activities that would obstruct operation of 

the bus system. As such, installation and deconstruction activities would not affect the 

use of bicycle or transit routes, and would not impede implementation of the goals, 

objectives, and policy actions related to these transportation modes. For these reasons, 

the potential installation and deconstruction impact from the proposed project would be 

less than significant. 



Creative Billboard and Creative Tall Wall Zoning Text and SSP Amendments  
Initial Study / Negative Declaration 

  8727 
 109 August 2015  

Operation of Creative Elements 

With the exception of the live action category, none of the allowable creative elements 

would result in daily operational vehicle trips to the billboard or tall wall sign locations. 

As described in Section 2.5, it is assumed that one creative off-site sign involving live 

action would be implemented per year, resulting in an additional five vehicle trips per 

day to the site for a period of up to 30 days. These additional vehicle trips would not 

significantly change roadway volumes. Likewise, these vehicle trips are not substantial 

enough to cause intersection level of service to decline, to increase the number of 

average daily trips on nearby roadways, or to alter the volume-to-capacity ratios of 

nearby intersections.  

Although a bicycle route may exist along Sunset Boulevard in the future, operation of 

creative elements on existing and entitled billboards and tall wall signs would not impede 

the use of this bicycle route, as operational activities would be located on off-site signs. 

Similarly, operation of creative elements on off-site signs would not affect the use of the 

bus stops along Sunset Boulevard, as these bus stops would remain in place and would 

not be obstructed by creative elements affixed to off-site signs. For these reasons, 

operation of creative elements on off-site signs would not affect the use of bicycle or 

transit transportation, and would not impede implementation of the goals, objectives, and 

policy actions related to these transportation modes. As such, operation of the proposed 

project would not conflict with or impede implementation of the goals, objectives, and 

policy actions established in the City’s General Plan Mobility Element or in the West 

Hollywood Bicycle and Pedestrian Mobility Plan. For these reasons, the operational 

impact resulting from the proposed project would be less than significant.  

b) Would the project conflict with an applicable congestion management program, 

including, but not limited to level of service standards and travel demand measures, or 

other standards established by the county congestion management agency for 

designated roads or highways? 

Less Than Significant Impact. The applicable CMP for the project area and the 

surrounding metropolitan area is the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 

Authority’s 2010 CMP. This program monitors and sets performance indicators for a 

transportation network of numerous highway segments, freeways, and key roadway 

intersections throughout Los Angeles County (called the CMP Highway and Roadway 

System). Santa Monica Boulevard is located within the CMP Highway and Roadway 

System. At its closest orientation to the project area, Santa Monica Boulevard is an 

east/west roadway located approximately 0.3 mile south of the project area. There are 
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also two intersections in the City that are monitored as indictors of the performance of the 

CMP Highway and Roadway System: the intersection of Santa Monica Boulevard and 

Doheny Drive (located approximately 0.5 mile south of the project area) and the 

intersection of Santa Monica Boulevard and La Cienega Boulevard (located 

approximately 0.3 mile south of the project area) (Metro 2010).  

As discussed in Section 3.16(a), it is anticipated that installation and deconstruction 

activities attributable to the proposed project would equate to approximately nine vehicle 

trips per creative sign location in the morning of installation or deconstruction and the 

same number in the evening. Although operation of most creative off-site signs would not 

involve any vehicle trips, it is assumed that one creative off-site sign involving live action 

would be implemented per year, resulting in an additional five vehicle trips per day to the 

site for a period of up to 30 days. The vehicles associated with installation, operation, and 

deconstruction of future creative off-site signs could use Santa Monica Boulevard and/or 

other roadways and freeways that are part of the CMP Highway and Roadway System to 

access the sign sites. Due to the minimal number of trips associated with the proposed 

project relative to existing traffic volumes throughout Los Angeles County, the proposed 

project would not result in substantial increases in traffic levels over existing conditions. 

As such, the proposed project would not conflict with existing level-of-service standards 

established in the CMP. Therefore, the impact to county congestion management agency 

roads and highways as a result of the proposed project would be less than significant. 

c) Would the project result in a change in air traffic patterns, including either an increase 

in traffic levels or a change in location that results in substantial safety risks? 

No Impact. The temporary conversion of existing and entitled off-site signs within the 

project area to creative off-site signs would not result in air traffic. The proposed 

project would not include any high-rise structures that could act as a hazard to aircraft 

navigation. The proposed zoning text amendments would allow creative extensions to 

existing billboards to protrude up to a maximum of 100 feet above the adjacent 

sidewalk on Sunset Boulevard. For creative tall wall signs, the proposed zoning text 

amendments would allow creative extensions to protrude a maximum of 25 feet above 

the existing building height, not including the height of any penthouse or other rooftop 

structure. Although the proposed project would allow for temporary protrusions from 

billboards and tall wall signs, these protrusions would be limited in height by the 

standards set forth in the proposed zoning text amendments. Protrusions of 100 feet 

above sidewalk level and of 25 feet above existing building heights would not extend 

high enough to interfere with air traffic patterns. As such, no impact would occur as a 

result of the proposed project. 
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d) Would the project substantially increase hazards due to a design feature (e.g., sharp 

curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

Less Than Significant Impact. The temporary conversion of existing and entitled off-

site signs within the project area to creative off-site signs would not involve 

modifications to existing land uses or public roadways resulting in new design features, 

curves, or intersections that could potentially be dangerous. However, some installation 

and deconstruction activities attributable to the proposed project may involve temporary, 

localized sidewalk closures at or adjacent to the site of the creative sign. In the event of 

any temporary sidewalk closures, an encroachment permit would be required. 

Appropriate emergency access and detour signage would be provided in accordance the 

safety requirements of the encroachment permit. Due to the temporary nature of the 

future sidewalk closures attributable to the proposed project and the construction 

requirements to facilitate safe pedestrian movement, potential impacts related to 

increased hazards during installation and deconstruction would be less than significant. 

Given the potential for driver distraction resulting from new digital imagery on billboards 

and tall wall signs, the City commissioned a driver distraction study that identifies 

potential effects of digital imagery along Sunset Boulevard and standards that may be 

imposed on digital imagery to minimize these effects (Appendix D). The proposed 

zoning text amendments would specifically prohibit digital imagery as a creative element 

on billboards and tall wall signs; however, some of the study’s findings can be applied to 

creative billboard and tall wall elements.  

While approval of the proposed project would not result in signs with digital imagery, the 

addition of creative elements to existing off-site signs would add entertaining elements to 

signs that could potentially attract driver attention more than signs without creative 

elements (e.g., LED, neon, and projected lights; moving or animated mechanical 

elements; video projections). Although the driver distraction study addresses digital 

imagery only, it identifies several aspects of digital imagery that could potentially be 

implemented as part of a creative sign, such as animation, movement, and lights with 

flashing, strobing, or racing effects. The study states that areas of particular concern 

include lighting or motion characteristics that could be mistaken as a traffic control 

device or an emergency vehicle, such as red or yellow lights accompanied by flashing or 

strobing effects. Accordingly, the proposed zoning text amendments would prohibit 

creative billboards and tall wall signs that incorporate lighting from having strobing or 

racing effects. Furthermore, the animation and movement identified in the driver 

distraction study pertains to full motion video. In contrast, the animation and movement 

allowable under the proposed zoning text amendments would be displayed via 
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mechanical elements, as digital imagery would be prohibited. The study also provides 

recommendations for placement and spacing of digital signs, text size, illuminance, 

message sequencing, transition method, and area of digital signs. The proposed zoning 

text amendments include limitations on illuminance, text size, location, and area of 

creative elements that are consistent with the recommendations provided in the study. All 

other items addressed in the study, such as message sequencing and transition method, do 

not apply to the types of creative elements that are allowable under the proposed project.  

Collision data contained in the driver distraction study show that fewer collisions occur 

on Sunset Boulevard than on a comparable segment of Santa Monica Boulevard (Fehr 

and Peers 2014). Creative billboards are currently allowable on Sunset Boulevard but not 

on Santa Monica Boulevard. As such, the number of creative billboard conversions that 

occur along Sunset Boulevard under the existing Zoning Ordinance (approximately two 

per year) does not appear to correlate with an increase in collisions. Although the 

proposed project would result in more creative billboards along Sunset Boulevard and the 

introduction of creative tall wall signs, an increased number of collisions is not 

anticipated to result due to the findings demonstrated by the existing collision data and 

that standards that are included in the proposed zoning text amendments that would limit 

items found to be particularly distracting. For these reasons, impacts resulting from the 

proposed project would be less than significant.  

e) Would the project result in inadequate emergency access? 

No Impact. Although temporary, localized sidewalk closures may be required during the 

1-day installation and deconstruction periods that are anticipated, such closures would not 

result in inadequate emergency access within or to the project area. Sidewalk closures 

would be site-specific and are not anticipated to last for more than 1 day at a time, and 

during each sidewalk closure appropriate emergency access and detour signage would be 

provided in accordance with encroachment permit requirements. As such, the installation, 

operation, and deconstruction of creative off-site signs would not obstruct emergency 

access, and no impact would result from the proposed project.  

f) Would the project conflict with adopted policies, plans, or programs regarding public 

transit, bicycle, or pedestrian facilities, or otherwise decrease the performance or safety 

of such facilities? 

Less Than Significant Impact. As previously discussed in Section 3.16(a), goals, 

policies, and specific strategies for public transit, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities are 

established in the mobility element of the City’s General Plan (City of West Hollywood 
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2011a) and in the West Hollywood Bicycle and Pedestrian Mobility Plan (City of West 

Hollywood 2003). Goals set forth in the mobility element include developing a world-

class mass transit system, maintaining and enhancing a pedestrian-oriented City, and 

creating a comprehensive bicycle network throughout the City. The West Hollywood 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Mobility Plan set forth goals, objectives, policy actions, and 

design guidelines to improve and facilitate bicycle and pedestrian transportation. 

Some installation and deconstruction activities attributable to the proposed project may 

involve temporary, localized sidewalk closures at or adjacent to the site of the creative 

sign, potentially impeding the flow of pedestrian traffic past future project areas. One of 

the goals for the pedestrian environment established in the West Hollywood Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Mobility Plan is to enhance pedestrian safety. Although scattered, 1-day 

closures of small portions of sidewalk along Sunset Boulevard would occur, appropriate 

emergency access and detour signage would be provided in accordance with 

encroachment permit requirements. Although sidewalk closures attributable to the 

proposed project could result in brief inconveniences, they would not substantially affect 

the movement of pedestrian traffic or conflict with the City’s goals of enhancing 

pedestrian transportation and safety. 

There are no designated bicycle paths within the project area (City of West Hollywood 

2015). However, the City’s Bicycle Task Force included a bicycle route along Sunset 

Boulevard in its 2011 recommendations to the City Council (City of West Hollywood 

2011b). It is foreseeable that the project area could support a bicycle route in the future. 

However, installation and deconstruction activities would be limited to the sites of signs 

and immediately adjacent on-site areas. The project area is a highly urbanized, 

developed corridor, and the additional activities attributable to the proposed project 

would not cause an intensification of traffic over existing conditions such that bicycle 

travel would be affected.  

There are approximately five bus stops within the project area, and future creative 

elements may be installed or deconstructed on signs located near these bus stops. 

However, each installation and deconstruction event is anticipated to take approximately 

1 day and would not involve activities that would obstruct the use of the bus system. As 

such, construction activities would not affect the use of bicycle or transit routes and 

would not impede implementation of the goals, objectives, and policy actions related to 

these transportation modes. For these reasons, the installation and deconstruction impact 

from the proposed project would be less than significant. 
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Operation of creative elements on existing and entitled billboards and tall wall signs 

would not impede the use of any future bicycle routes on Sunset Boulevard, as 

operational activities would be located on off-site signs. Similarly, operation of creative 

elements on off-site signs would not affect the use of bus stops along Sunset Boulevard, 

as these bus stops would remain in place and would not be obstructed by the placement of 

creative elements located on existing and entitled signs. For these reasons, operation of 

creative elements on off-site signs would not affect the use of bicycle or transit 

transportation and would not impede implementation of the goals, objectives, and policy 

actions related to these transportation modes. As such, operation of the proposed project 

would not conflict with or impede implementation of the goals, objectives, and policy 

actions established in the City’s General Plan Mobility Element or in the West 

Hollywood Bicycle and Pedestrian Mobility Plan. For these reasons, the potential 

operational impact resulting from the proposed project would be less than significant.  
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3.17 Utilities and Service Systems 

Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the 
applicable Regional Water Quality Control Board? 

    

b) Require or result in the construction of new water 
or wastewater treatment facilities or expansion of 
existing facilities, the construction of which could 
cause significant environmental effects? 

    

c) Require or result in the construction of new storm 
water drainage facilities or expansion of existing 
facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental effects? 

    

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve 
the project from existing entitlements and 
resources, or are new or expanded entitlements 
needed? 

    

e) Result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider, which serves or may serve the 
project that it has adequate capacity to serve the 
project’s projected demand in addition to the 
provider’s existing commitments? 

    

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted 
capacity to accommodate the project’s solid waste 
disposal needs? 

    

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste? 

    

 

a) Would the project exceed wastewater treatment requirements of the applicable 

Regional Water Quality Control Board? 

No Impact. Construction and operation of future creative off-site signs developed 

pursuant to the proposed zoning text amendments would not discharge wastewater. 

Therefore, no impact would occur as a result of the proposed project. 
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b) Would the project require or result in the construction of new water or wastewater 

treatment facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could 

cause significant environmental effects? 

No Impact. Future creative off-site signs developed pursuant to the proposed zoning text 

amendments would not increase the amount of water used or wastewater generated within 

the project area, as no changes to existing land uses would occur. Thus, no new or 

expanded water or wastewater treatment facilities would be required. No impact would 

occur as a result of the proposed project. 

c) Would the project require or result in the construction of new storm water drainage 

facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause 

significant environmental effects? 

No Impact. As described in Section 3.9(e), the proposed project would not increase the 

amount of stormwater generated within the project area. Therefore, no new or expanded 

stormwater drainage facilities would be required. No impact would occur as a result of 

the proposed project. 

 d) Would the project have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project from 

existing entitlements and resources, or are new or expanded entitlements needed? 

No Impact. Future creative off-site signs developed pursuant to the proposed zoning 

text amendments would not entail structures or facilities that would require the use of 

potable water. Therefore, no additional water supplies would be needed with 

implementation of the proposed project. No impact to water supply would occur as a 

result of the proposed project. 

 e) Would the project result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider, 

which serves or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the 

project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s existing commitments? 

No Impact. No new structures or land uses that would generate wastewater would be 

constructed or operated as part of the proposed project. Therefore, implementation of the 

proposed project would not result in new demand for wastewater treatment. No impact to 

wastewater treatment capacity would occur as a result of the proposed project. 
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 f) Would the project be served by a landfill with sufficient permitted capacity to 

accommodate the project’s solid waste disposal needs? 

Less Than Significant Impact. Installation of future creative elements on off-site signs 

is not anticipated to include activities that generate substantial amounts of waste, such as 

demolition or dirt removal. Although the installation process may generate relatively 

minor amounts of debris that would need to be disposed of, future projects would 

incorporate source-reduction techniques and recycling measures to divert waste away 

from area landfills in accordance with City and state requirements. Future installations 

would comply with City requirements to recycle 80% of all construction materials that 

need to be disposed of. Any non-recyclable construction waste generated would be 

disposed of at a landfill approved to accept such materials. Operation of future creative 

off-site signs is not anticipated to generate solid waste, as operation would consist of 

creative elements being displayed on existing billboards and tall wall signs. 

Deconstruction of creative off-site signs would have the potential to involve solid waste, 

as the creative elements would be disposed of, recycled, or stored. The amount of solid 

waste generated during deconstruction would be minimized by the size limits imposed on 

creative extensions by the proposed zoning text amendments. Future deconstruction 

processes would comply with City requirements to recycle 80% of all construction 

materials that need to be disposed of. Due to the minimal amount of solid waste that 

would be involved with installation, operation, and deconstruction of creative off-site 

signs, as well as existing City recycling requirements, impacts resulting from the 

proposed project would be less than significant.  

g) Would the project comply with federal, state, and local statutes and regulations related 

to solid waste? 

No Impact. The proposed project would comply with federal, state, and local statutes 

and regulations related to solid waste. As discussed in Section 3.17(f), installation and 

deconstruction waste would be recycled or disposed of in accordance with existing 

regulations. All materials would be handled and disposed of in accordance with 

existing local, state, and federal regulations. No impact would occur as a result of the 

proposed project. 
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3.18 Mandatory Findings of Significance 

 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less Than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the 
quality of the environment, substantially reduce the 
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or 
wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining 
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, reduce the number or restrict the 
range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or 
eliminate important examples of the major periods 
of California history or prehistory? 

    

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually 
limited, but cumulatively considerable? 
(“Cumulatively considerable” means that the 
incremental effects of a project are considerable 
when viewed in connection with the effects of past 
projects, the effects of other current projects, and 
the effects of probable future projects)? 

    

c) Does the project have environmental effects which 
will cause substantial adverse effects on human 
beings, either directly or indirectly? 

    

 

a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, 

substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or  

wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or 

animal community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered 

plant or animal, or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California 

history or prehistory? 

No Impact. As discussed in Section 3.4, Biological Resources, the project area is located 

in a completely developed and urbanized area, and does not support sensitive vegetation, 

sensitive wildlife species, or sensitive habitat. Additionally, the project area does not 

function as a corridor for the movement of native or migratory wildlife. The proposed 

project would consist of temporary, exterior modifications to existing and entitled off-site 

signs. These activities would be conducted in the highly urbanized environment of the 

project area and would not affect sensitive species or habitat. No impact to biological 

resources would occur as a result of the proposed project. 

As discussed in Section 3.5, Cultural Resources, there are no known archaeological 

resources in the project area. Additionally, no grading or excavation would be required to 
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implement future creative off-site signs. As such, the proposed project would not have 

the potential to disturb or uncover previously unknown resources. The proposed project 

would involve temporary, exterior modifications to existing and entitled billboards and 

tall wall signs. Due to the temporary nature of these modifications, and because they 

would only be located on existing or entitled off-site signs, the proposed project would 

not eliminate important examples of California history or prehistory. No impact to 

cultural resources would occur as a result of the proposed project. 

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively 

considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of a 

project are considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the 

effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects)? 

Less Than Significant Impact. Implementation of the proposed project would 

incrementally increase construction activities and the variety of advertisements along 

Sunset Boulevard by streamlining the permitting process for creative billboards and 

allowing creative tall wall signs. This document evaluates the effects that would 

potentially result from temporary conversion of off-site signs in the project area. Because 

the proposed project applies only to existing and entitled off-site signs, this document 

considers the effects of converting existing and entitled off-site signs along Sunset 

Boulevard to creative off-site signs. There are 77 existing or entitled off-site signs within 

the project area, totaling 95 existing or entitled off-site sign faces. Of the existing off-site 

signs, 10 are tall wall signs and the rest are billboards. Of the entitled but un-built off-site 

signs, six are tall wall signs, one is a digital sign, and the rest are billboards. As illustrated 

by the number of existing and entitled but un-built off-site signs along Sunset Boulevard, 

the existing and future setting of the project vicinity has numerous off-site signs, the 

majority of which are pole-mounted billboards. The existing signs are generally 

distributed throughout the project area, while the entitled but unbuilt signs are 

concentrated along the eastern half of the project area. It is currently unknown which of 

these existing and entitled signs would undergo temporary conversion to creative off-site 

signs. However, because the off-site signs are distributed throughout the project area, it is 

expected that future off-site sign conversions would occur in a distributed fashion along 

Sunset Boulevard. Due to the length of the proposed project area (approximately 1.6 

miles) and due to the number and distribution of existing and entitled off-site signs, it is 

not anticipated that the incremental increase in construction and variety of signs 

attributable to the proposed project would result in a substantial change in the existing 

conditions along Sunset Boulevard.  
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As discussed in Section 3.1, Aesthetics, future creative off-site signs developed pursuant 

to the proposed zoning text amendments would be associated with additional, albeit 

temporary, visual elements along Sunset Boulevard. Allowable elements include lighting, 

3D elements, moving or animated mechanical parts, and video projections. Some of these 

visual elements, particularly lighting, video projections, and 3D elements or cut-out 

shapes protruding from existing sign areas, would have the potential to contribute to 

cumulative effects related to light trespass onto residential properties, glare, and view 

obstructions. However, as described in Section 3.1, the proposed zoning text amendments 

include provisions to limit the light emitted by creative off-site signs, to limit glare, and 

to limit the size and height of creative elements that extend beyond existing off-site sign 

areas. Due to the regulations that would be put in place by the proposed project, the 

temporary nature of creative off-site signs, and the distribution of existing and entitled 

off-site signs in the project area, any potential light, glare, or view obstructions 

attributable to the proposed project would not cause a cumulatively considerable increase 

in these aesthetic impacts. 

As discussed in Section 3.3, Air Quality, future creative off-site signs developed pursuant 

to the proposed zoning text amendments would generate minimal air pollutant emissions 

during installation, operation, and deconstruction, and these increases would not exceed 

the thresholds of significance established by SCAQMD. Due to the limited and 

infrequent number of project-related trips that would occur (i.e., no more than 13 daily 

trips during each of the 46 sign conversions per year), the impact to air quality would not 

be cumulatively considerable.  

As discussed in Section 3.7, GHG emissions contribute to the global climate condition 

known as the greenhouse effect. As this is an issue that is, by its nature, cumulative, the 

California Air Resources Board has established a threshold of significance and climate 

reduction strategies. Future creative off-site signs developed pursuant to the proposed 

zoning text amendments would generate short-term emissions of GHGs during 

installation and deconstruction activities, and virtually no emissions during operation. 

The emissions generated would be far below the established threshold of significance. 

Due to the minor nature of the GHG emissions that would result from the project, the 

project would not exceed the GHG emissions thresholds applied by the City, nor would 

the project conflict with state climate change policy or with the City’s CAP. The 

cumulative impact would be less than significant. 

As discussed in Section 3.12, Noise, future creative off-site signs developed pursuant to 

the proposed zoning text amendments would not result in a substantial increase in vehicle 

trips or other activity in the project area. Therefore, there would be no permanent or 
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temporary increase in ambient noise levels, and the proposed project would not result in a 

cumulatively considerable noise impact.  

As discussed in Section 3.16, Transportation and Traffic, the number of vehicle trips 

associated with future creative off-site signs developed pursuant to the proposed zoning 

text amendments would not be substantial and would not substantially affect roadway 

volumes. For this reason, there would be no cumulative traffic impact during construction 

or operation of the proposed project. 

Upon implementation of the proposed project, future billboards and tall wall signs 

developed within the project area would be allowed to undergo temporary conversions to 

creative off-site signs. Future billboards and tall wall signs would be subject to project-

specific discretionary review, during which their potential conversion to creative off-site 

signs would be evaluated. Such future signs would also be developed in accordance with 

the regulations and development standards established in the Zoning Ordinance and in the 

SSP. Although the number and location of future off-site signs within the project area is 

unknown at this time, the existing development standards for such signs and the 

provisions set forth in the proposed zoning text amendments would minimize the effects 

of creative elements placed on future billboards and tall wall signs. For these reasons, and 

for the reasons discussed above, the effects of the proposed project would be less than 

cumulatively considerable.  

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse 

effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

Less Than Significant Impact. As discussed in Section 3.1, Aesthetics, the proposed 

project would have the potential to result in additional lighting and glare within the 

project area. However, any lighting and glare produced by creative off-site signs would 

be minimized by the regulations set forth in the proposed zoning text amendments. As 

such, the proposed project would not result in a substantial change in lighting or glare 

conditions above existing conditions. For this reason, any light or glare produced by the 

proposed project would not cause a substantial adverse effect on human beings, either 

directly or indirectly.  

As discussed in Section 3.16, Transportation and Traffic, installation and deconstruction 

of future creative off-site signs would have the potential to result in temporary, localized 

sidewalk closures. While not all creative off-site sign conversions would involve 

sidewalk closures, some would require temporary closure of the Sunset Boulevard 

sidewalk immediately adjacent to the sign site. Although this would potentially result in 
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inconveniences to pedestrians, appropriate emergency access and detour signage would 

be provided at each location in accordance with City requirements. Effects to human 

beings would be less than significant.  

Operation of creative off-site signs would add creative elements to signs that could 

potentially attract driver attention more than signs without creative elements (e.g., LED, 

neon, and projected lights; moving or animated mechanical elements; video 

projections). However, as described in Section 3.16, collision data indicates that the 

existing creative billboards and the abundance of other advertisements along Sunset 

Boulevard do not correlate to increased rates of collisions (collision data from Sunset 

Boulevard was compared to collision data from a similar segment of Santa Monica 

Boulevard). Additionally, regulations in the proposed zoning text amendments set forth 

limitations on creative elements that are generally considered most distracting, such as 

lighting, text, height, and size. Furthermore, the proposed zoning text amendments 

specifically state that “moving or changing visuals shall be timed to not cause 

confusion or interfere with the flow of traffic, or otherwise adversely impact public 

health, safety, or welfare. Moving or changing visuals shall be designed to minimize 

the impact on neighborhood residential uses.” All future creative off-site signs would 

also be subject to review by the Director of Community Development, who would be 

able to prohibit implementation of any creative elements that are inconsistent with the 

safety provisions contained in the proposed zoning text amendments. For these reasons, 

although future creative off-site signs would have the potential to attract driver 

attention, impacts would be minimized by the provisions of the proposed zoning text 

amendments. In addition, existing creative billboards and advertisements do not appear 

to lead to additional collisions. As such, impacts to human beings resulting from the 

proposed project would be less than significant.  
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SUNSET STRIP OFF-SITE SIGN STUDY: INVENTORY1

SUNSET STRIP OFFSITE SIGN INVENTORY
January 13th, 2015

SUB-AREA #1: WEST BOUNDARY TO N. SAN VICENTE BLVD. 
NUMBER OF SIGNS: 16
NUMBER OF SIGN FACES: 19

SUB-AREA #2: N. SAN VICENTE BLVD. TO ALTA LOMA RD.
NUMBER OF SIGNS: 20
NUMBER OF SIGN FACES: 25

SUB-AREA #3: ALTA LOMA RD. TO N. KINGS RD.
NUMBER OF SIGNS: 14
NUMBER OF SIGN FACES: 17

SUB-AREA #4: N. KINGS RD. TO EAST BOUNDARYAREA TOTALS

ENTITLED AND UNBUILT OFF-SITE SIGNS

NUMBER OF SIGNS: 15
NUMBER OF SIGN FACES: 20

NUMBER OF SIGNS: 65
NUMBER OF SIGN FACES: 81

NUMBER OF SIGNS: 13
NUMBER OF SIGN FACES: 15
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SUNSET STRIP OFF-SITE SIGN STUDY: INVENTORY2

KEY PLAN

Off-Site Signs Facing East

Off-Site Signs Facing West

Substandard Billboard: Creative sign 
or other improvments not permitted.
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14 16W
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*
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SUNSET STRIP OFF-SITE SIGN STUDY: INVENTORY3

ONE SIGN
TWO FACES

ONE SIGN
TWO FACES

V-SHAPED
TWO SIGNS
TWO FACES

V-SHAPED
TWO SIGNS
TWO FACES

TWO SIGNS
TWO FACES

SUB-AREA #1: WEST BOUNDARY TO N. SAN VICENTE BLVD. 

Sign Face #: 01
Address: 9229 Sunset
Type: Tall Wall
Dimensions: 76’W x 83.2’H

Sign Face #: 15
Address: 8901 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 48.1’W x14’H

Sign Face #: 02
Address: 9201 Sunset
Type: Tall Wall
Dimensions: 60’W x 83.1’H

Sign Face #: 09
Address: 9015 Sunset 1

Type: Billboard, Roof
Dimensions: 16’W x 7.9’H

1 Pending Application for removal of roof signs and addition 
of two (2) new 20’W x 60’H, 110’ tall billboards.

Sign Face #: 03
Address: 9157 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (Multi)
Dimensions: 59.9’W x 19.9’H

Sign Face #: 10
Address: 9015 Sunset 1

Type: Billboard, Roof
Dimensions: 16’W x 7.9’H

Sign Face #: 04W
Address: 9145 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 18’H

Sign Face #: 04E
Address: 9145 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 18’H
  

Sign Face #: 05
Address: 9101 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 29.9’W x 11.9’H

Sign Face #: 08
Address: 9034 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 13.9’H

Sign Face #: 12
Address: 9000 Sunset
Type: Tall Wall
Dimensions: 72.2’W x167.5’H

Sign Face #: 07
Address: 9034 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 17.8’H

Sign Face #: 13
Address: 9009 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Building
Dimensions: 14.8’W x 8.6’H

Sign Face #: 11
Address: 9000 Sunset
Type: Tall Wall
Dimensions: 67.4’W x 117.4’H

Sign Face #: 06W
Address: 9039 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 48’W x 14’H

Sign Face #: 06E
Address: 9039 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 48’W x 14’H

Sign Face #: 16W
Address: 8906 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x17.9’H

Sign Face #: 16E
Address: 8906 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 49.9’W x19.4’H

Sign Face #: 14
Address: 8901 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 48.1’W x13.9’H

NUMBER OF SIGNS: 16
NUMBER OF SIGN FACES: 19

ONE SIGN
TWO FACES

Substandard Billboard: Creative sign 
or other improvments not permitted.*

*
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SUNSET STRIP OFF-SITE SIGN STUDY: INVENTORY4

Off-Site Signs Facing East

Off-Site Signs Facing West

KEY PLAN

17
18

22 24W
26W 27W

28 29

34W

35

30W
32

19 20 21

23 24E 26E

25 27E

30E

31

33

34E

36

Substandard Billboard: Creative sign 
or other improvments not permitted.*

*



SUNSET STRIP OFF-SITE SIGN STUDY: INVENTORY5

THREE SIGNS
THREE FACES

V-SHAPED
TWO SIGNS
TWO FACES

V-SHAPED
TWO SIGNS
TWO FACES

ONE SIGN
TWO FACES

ONE SIGN
TWO FACES

ONE SIGN
TWO FACES

ONE SIGN
TWO FACES

ONE SIGN
TWO FACES

SUB-AREA #2: N. SAN VICENTE BLVD. TO ALTA LOMA RD.

Sign Face #: 17
Address: 8878 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Roof
Dimensions: 48’W x 13.6’H

Sign Face #: 26E
Address: 8776-88 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 13.4’H

Sign Face #: 34W
Address: 8585 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 17.9’H

Sign Face #: 19
Address: 8878 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Roof
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 13.8’H

Sign Face #: 27W
Address: 8755 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 48’W x 13.9’H

Sign Face #: 34E
Address: 8585 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 17.9’H

Sign Face #: 18
Address: 8878 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Roof
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 13.9’H

Sign Face #: 27E
Address: 8755 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 48’W x 13.9’H

Sign Face #: 35
Address: 8560 Sunset
Type: Tall Wall
Dimensions: 85.9’W x 99.3’H

Sign Face #: 20
Address: 8850 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Roof
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 13.6’H

Sign Face #: 28
Address: 8741 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 48’W x 13.9’H

Sign Face #: 21
Address: 8849 Sunset
Type:Billboard, Building
Dimensions: 11’W x 5’H

Sign Face #: 22
Address: 8818 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Roof
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 17.9’H

Sign Face #: 29
Address: 8730 Sunset
Type: Tall Wall
Dimensions: 132’W x78.9’H

Sign Face #: 36
Address: 8560 Sunset
Type: Tall Wall
Dimensions: 82’W x 118.4’H

Sign Face #: 24W
Address: 8789 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 48’W x 17.7’H

Sign Face #: 30E
Address: 8721 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 13.9’H

Sign Face #: 23
Address: 8818 Sunset
Type: Billboard,Roof
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 17.9’H

Sign Face #: 30W
Address: 8721 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 13.9’H

Sign Face #: 24E
Address: 8789 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 48’W x 17.7’H

Sign Face #: 25
Address: 8789 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 17.9’H

Sign Face #: 26W
Address: 8776-88 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 59.8’W x 19.9’H

Sign Face #: 31
Address: 8720 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (Multi)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 17.9’H

Sign Face #: 32
Address: 8600 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 17.9’H

Sign Face #: 33
Address: 8600 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 48’W x 17.8’H

NUMBER OF SIGNS: 20
NUMBER OF SIGN FACES: 25

Substandard Billboard: Creative sign 
or other improvments not permitted.*

*
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SUNSET STRIP OFF-SITE SIGN STUDY: INVENTORY6

Off-Site Signs Facing East

Off-Site Signs Facing West

KEY PLAN

37

38

39

40

42E

41

H

A-W

B-W

A-E

B-E

C

D

J

L

M

K

E

F

G

45

44

47E

49

50E

46

50W

42W 43

48 47W



SUNSET STRIP OFF-SITE SIGN STUDY: INVENTORY7

V-SHAPED
TWO SIGNS
TWO FACES

ONE SIGN
TWO FACES

ONE SIGN
TWO FACES

ONE SIGN
TWO FACES

SUB-AREA #3: ALTA LOMA RD. TO N. KINGS RD.

ENTITLED AND UNBUILT OFF-SITE SIGNS

Sign Face #: 37
Address: 8535 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 48’W x 14’H

Sign Face #: 42W
Address: 8459 Sunset
Type: Sign Face, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 17.9’H

Sign Face #: 50W
Address: 8400 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Roof
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 17.9’H

Sign Face #: 38
Address: 8535 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 48’W x 14’H

Sign Face #: 42E
Address: 8459 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 17.9’H

Sign Face #: 50E
Address: 8400 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Roof
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 17.9’H

Sign Face #: 43
Address: 8455 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 50’W x 30’H

Sign Face #: 49
Address: 8401 Sunset
Type: Tall Wall
Dimensions: 57.9’W x83’H

Sign Face #: 44
Address: 8455 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 19.9’W x 29.9’H

Sign Face #: 45
Address: 8440 Sunset
Type: Tall Wall
Dimensions: 61.5’W x 112.3’H

Sign Face #: 48
Address: 8401 Sunset
Type: Tall Wall
Dimensions: 57.9’W x83.8’H

Sign Face #: A-W
Address: 8490 Sunset (Middle Parcel)
Type: Billboard
Dimensions: 20’W x60’H
Notes: Part of Sunset LaCienega Development

Sign Face #: C
Address: 8490 Sunset (Middle Parcel)
Type: Tall Wall
Dimensions: 61’W x82’H
Notes: Part of Sunset LaCienega Development

Sign Face #: G
Address: 8490 Sunset (Middle Parcel)
Type: Tall Wall
Dimensions: 61’W x83’H
Notes: Part of Sunset LaCienega Development

Sign Face #: L
Address: 8430 Sunset
Type: Tall Wall
Dimensions: NA
Notes: Part of Sunset Time Development

Sign Face #: M
Address: 8430 Sunset
Type: Digital Graphic
Dimensions: NA
Notes: Part of Sunset Time Development

Sign Face #: B-W
Address: 8490 Sunset (Middle Parcel)
Type: Billboard
Dimensions: 20’W x60’H
Notes: Part of Sunset LaCienega Development

Sign Face #: E
Address: 8490 Sunset (East Parcel)
Type: Tall Wall
Dimensions: 65’W x80’H
Notes: Part of Sunset LaCienega Development

Sign Face #: J
Address: 8462 Sunset
Type: Billboard
Dimensions: 48’W x14H, Pole (1)
Notes: Grafton Hotel

Sign Face #: A-E
Address: 8490 Sunset (Middle Parcel)
Type: Billboard
Dimensions: 20’W x60’H
Notes: Part of Sunset LaCienega Development

Sign Face #: D
Address: 8490 Sunset (East Parcel)
Type: Tall Wall
Dimensions: 65’W x80’H
Notes: Part of Sunset LaCienega Development

Sign Face #: H
Address: 8497 Sunset
Type: Billboard
Dimensions: 60’W x20’H
Notes: Integrated into new mixed-use development (Karma)

Sign Face #: B-E
Address: 8490 Sunset (Middle Parcel)
Type: Billboard
Dimensions: 20’W x60’H
Notes: Part of Sunset LaCienega Development

Sign Face #: F
Address: 8490 Sunset (East Parcel)
Type: Tall Wall
Dimensions: 61’W x83’H
Notes: Part of Sunset LaCienega Development

Sign Face #: K
Address: 8462 Sunset
Type: Billboard
Dimensions: 48’W x14H, Pole (1)
Notes: Grafton Hotel

Sign Face #: 47E
Address: 8420 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 19.9’W x 50.6’H

Sign Face #: 39
Address: 8501 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Roof
Dimensions: 47.7’W x 13.9’H

Sign Face #: 46
Address: 8420 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (Multi)
Dimensions: 47.8’W x 13.9’H

Sign Face #: 40
Address: 8493 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 13.9’H

Sign Face #: 41
Address: 8477 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (Multi)
Dimensions: 69.9’W x 29.9’H

Sign Face #: 47W
Address: 8420 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 19.9’W x 50.6’H

NUMBER OF SIGNS: 14
NUMBER OF SIGN FACES: 17

V-SHAPED
ONE SIGN

TWO FACES

V-SHAPED
ONE SIGN

TWO FACES

V-SHAPED
TWO SIGNS
TWO FACES
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SUNSET STRIP OFF-SITE SIGN STUDY: INVENTORY8

KEY PLAN Off-Site Signs Facing East

Off-Site Signs Facing West

51W

51E

52

53E

54E

55E

57

58E

59

60

64

65

53W
54W

55W

56

58W

61

63

62

N



SUNSET STRIP OFF-SITE SIGN STUDY: INVENTORY9

ONE SIGN
TWO FACES

ONE SIGN
TWO FACES

ONE SIGN
TWO FACES

ONE SIGN
TWO FACES ONE SIGN

TWO FACES

NUMBER OF SIGNS: 15
NUMBER OF SIGN FACES: 20SUB-AREA #4: N. KINGS RD. TO EAST BOUNDARY

Sign Face #: 51W
Address: 8373 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.8’W x 13.9’H

Sign Face #: 56
Address: 8285 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 18’H

Sign Face #: 51E
Address: 8373 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.8’W x 13.9’H

Sign Face #: 58W
Address: 8264 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 22.7’W x 10.4’H

Sign Face #: 52
Address: 8351 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (Multi)
Dimensions: 47.9’W x 18.9’H

Sign Face #: 58E
Address: 8264 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 23.2’W x 11.3’H

Sign Face #: 54W
Address: 8300 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 25’W x 24.9’H

Sign Face #: 59
Address: 8264 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (Multi)
Dimensions: 22.7’W x 10.5’H

Sign Face #: 54E
Address: 8300 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 25’W x 24.9’H

Sign Face #: 60
Address: 8253 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (Multi)
Dimensions: 52’W x 26’H

Sign Face #: 53W
Address: 8349 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 48’W x 13.8’H

Sign Face #: 61
Address: 8240 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 24.1’W x 11.9’H

Sign Face #: 55W
Address: 8335 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Roof
Dimensions: 29.8’W x 10.4’H
Entitled for 48’W x 14’H

Sign Face #: 63
Address: 8225 Sunset
Type: Billboard,Pole (1)
Dimensions: 47.3’W x 18.5’H

Sign Face #: 53E
Address: 8349 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 48’W x 13.8’H

Sign Face #: 62
Address: 8228 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Roof
Dimensions: 48’W x 20’H

Sign Face #: 55E
Address: 8335 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Roof
Dimensions: 29.8’W x 10.4’H
Entitled for 48’W x 14’H

Sign Face #: 57
Address: 8286.5 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 48’W x 14.4’H

Sign Face #: 65
Address: 8225 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (Multi)
Dimensions: 47.8’W x 13.6’H

Sign Face #: 64
Address: 8225 Sunset
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Dimensions: 32.9’W x 57.9’H

ENTITLED AND UNBUILT OFF-SITE SIGNS

Sign Face #: N
Address: 8307 Sunset 
Type: Billboard
Dimensions: 48’W x14’H
Notes: Integrated into new commercial development
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SUNSET STRIP OFF-SITE SIGN STUDY: INVENTORY10

APPENDIX: ON-SITE SIGNS AND POSTERS

H&M On-Site Sign 1
Address: 8590 Sunset
Orientation: East
Type: Billboard (v-shaped), Pole (1)
Location: Roof

H&M On-Site Sign 3
Address: 8570 Sunset
Orientation: West
Type: Billboard, Pole (1)
Location: Roof

H&M On-Site Sign 2
Address: 8590 Sunset
Orientation: West
Type: Billboard (v-shaped), Pole (1)
Location: Roof

Roxy On-Site Signs
Address: 9009 Sunset
Orientation: West
Type: Billboards (4 total), size varies
Location: Wall

Whiskey a Go-Go On-Site Signs
Address: 8901 Sunset
Orientation: South and East
Type: Billboards (5 total), 
Location: Wall



 

 

APPENDIX B 

Air Quality Calculations 
  





Architectural Coating - Assumed architectural coating of 1,000 SF of exterior area

Trips and VMT - See 3.0, Construction Detail.

1.3 User Entered Comments & Non-Default Data

Land Use - User Defined Retail was assumed to represent one creative billboard or creative tall wall sign.

Construction Phase - See 3.0, Construction Detail.

Off-road Equipment - Operation of 1 Crane for a maximum of 8 hours/day. Assumed hand-applied coating. See 3.0, Construction Detail. 

CO2 Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

630.89 CH4 Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

0.029 N2O Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

0.006

33

Climate Zone 11 Operational Year 2015

Utility Company Southern California Edison

1.2 Other Project Characteristics

Urbanization Urban Wind Speed (m/s) 2.2 Precipitation Freq (Days)

Population

User Defined Retail 1,000.00 User Defined Unit 0.10 1,000.00 0

1.1 Land Usage

Land Uses Size Metric Lot Acreage Floor Surface Area

CalEEMod Version: CalEEMod.2013.2.2 Date: 1/29/2015 3:14 PM

Sunset Strip Creative Billboard and Tall Wall Sign Zoning Amendments Project

Los Angeles-South Coast County, Winter

1.0 Project Characteristics

Page 1 of 7



0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

NBio-CO2 Total CO2 CH4 N20 CO2e

Percent 

Reduction

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Exhaust 

PM10

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

0.0000 1,496.434

8

1,496.4348 0.1906 0.0000 1,500.43690.3009 0.4587 0.7597 0.0820 0.4220 0.5040Total 12.6362 12.3179 6.8381 0.0147

0.0000 1,496.434

8

1,496.4348 0.1906 0.0000 1,500.43690.3009 0.4587 0.7597 0.0820 0.4220 0.50402015 12.6362 12.3179 6.8381 0.0147

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Year lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 1,496.434

8

1,496.4348

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

0.1906 0.0000 1,500.43690.3009 0.4587 0.7597 0.0820 0.4220 0.5040Total 12.6362 12.3179 6.8381 0.0147

0.0000 1,496.434

8

1,496.4348 0.1906 0.0000 1,500.43690.3009 0.4587 0.7597 0.0820 0.4220 0.50402015 12.6362 12.3179 6.8381 0.0147

CH4 N2O CO2e

Year lb/day lb/day

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2

Unmitigated Construction

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM10 

Total

2.0 Emissions Summary

2.1 Overall Construction (Maximum Daily Emission)

NBio- CO2 Total CO2
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6.90 20.00 LD_Mix HDT_Mix HHDTArchitectural Coating 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 14.70

14.70 6.90 20.00 LD_Mix HDT_Mix HHDT

6.90 20.00 LD_Mix HDT_Mix HHDT

Building Construction - 

Deconstruction

1 10.00 8.00 8.00

Building Construction - 

Installation

1 10.00 8.00 8.00 14.70

Worker Trip 

Length

Vendor Trip 

Length

Hauling Trip 

Length

Worker Vehicle 

Class

Vendor 

Vehicle Class

Hauling 

Vehicle Class

Trips and VMT

Phase Name Offroad Equipment 

Count

Worker Trip 

Number

Vendor Trip 

Number

Hauling Trip 

Number

Building Construction - Deconstruction Cranes 1 8.00 226 0.29

Load Factor

Building Construction - Installation Cranes 1 8.00 226 0.29

OffRoad Equipment

Phase Name Offroad Equipment Type Amount Usage Hours Horse Power

1

Residential Indoor: 0; Residential Outdoor: 0; Non-Residential Indoor: 0; Non-Residential Outdoor: 1,000 (Architectural Coating – sqft)

3 Building Construction - 

Deconstruction

Building Construction 6/2/2015 6/2/2015 5

1

2 Architectural Coating Architectural Coating 6/1/2015 6/1/2015 5 1

End Date Num Days 

Week

Num Days Phase Description

1 Building Construction - 

Installation

Building Construction 6/1/2015 6/1/2015 5

3.0 Construction Detail

Construction Phase

Phase 

Number

Phase Name Phase Type Start Date
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0.0000 592.3534 592.3534 0.1768 596.06710.4022 0.4022 0.3700 0.3700Total 0.7423 8.8100 3.0671 5.6400e-

003

0.0000 592.3534 592.3534 0.1768 596.06710.4022 0.4022 0.3700 0.3700Off-Road 0.7423 8.8100 3.0671 5.6400e-

003

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

904.0815 904.0815

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

0.0137 904.36990.3009 0.0565 0.3575 0.0820 0.0520 0.1340Total 0.3063 3.5079 3.7710 9.0900e-

003

120.0108 120.0108 7.2600e-

003

120.16310.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307Worker 0.0514 0.0688 0.7205 1.3700e-

003

176.6227 176.6227 1.4700e-

003

176.65360.0499 0.0134 0.0633 0.0142 0.0123 0.0265Vendor 0.0848 0.8114 1.0672 1.7500e-

003

607.4480 607.4480 5.0100e-

003

607.55320.1393 0.0420 0.1813 0.0381 0.0386 0.0768Hauling 0.1702 2.6277 1.9834 5.9700e-

003

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

592.3534 592.3534

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

0.1768 596.06710.4022 0.4022 0.3700 0.3700Total 0.7423 8.8100 3.0671 5.6400e-

003

592.3534 592.3534 0.1768 596.06710.4022 0.4022 0.3700 0.3700Off-Road 0.7423 8.8100 3.0671 5.6400e-

003

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

3.2 Building Construction - Installation - 2015

3.1 Mitigation Measures Construction
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0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Total 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Worker 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Vendor 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Hauling 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 0.0000

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Total 11.5875 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Off-Road 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Archit. Coating 11.5875

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

904.0815 904.0815

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

3.3 Architectural Coating - 2015

0.0137 904.36990.3009 0.0565 0.3575 0.0820 0.0520 0.1340Total 0.3063 3.5079 3.7710 9.0900e-

003

120.0108 120.0108 7.2600e-

003

120.16310.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307Worker 0.0514 0.0688 0.7205 1.3700e-

003

176.6227 176.6227 1.4700e-

003

176.65360.0499 0.0134 0.0633 0.0142 0.0123 0.0265Vendor 0.0848 0.8114 1.0672 1.7500e-

003

607.4480 607.4480 5.0100e-

003

607.55320.1393 0.0420 0.1813 0.0381 0.0386 0.0768Hauling 0.1702 2.6277 1.9834 5.9700e-

003

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2
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592.3534 592.3534 0.1768 596.06710.4022 0.4022 0.3700 0.3700Total 0.7423 8.8100 3.0671 5.6400e-

003

592.3534 592.3534 0.1768 596.06710.4022 0.4022 0.3700 0.3700Off-Road 0.7423 8.8100 3.0671 5.6400e-

003

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 0.0000

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

3.4 Building Construction - Deconstruction - 2015

0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Total 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Worker 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Vendor 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Hauling 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Total 11.5875 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Off-Road 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Archit. Coating 11.5875

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2
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904.0815 904.0815 0.0137 904.36990.3009 0.0565 0.3575 0.0820 0.0520 0.1340Total 0.3063 3.5079 3.7710 9.0900e-

003

120.0108 120.0108 7.2600e-

003

120.16310.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307Worker 0.0514 0.0688 0.7205 1.3700e-

003

176.6227 176.6227 1.4700e-

003

176.65360.0499 0.0134 0.0633 0.0142 0.0123 0.0265Vendor 0.0848 0.8114 1.0672 1.7500e-

003

607.4480 607.4480 5.0100e-

003

607.55320.1393 0.0420 0.1813 0.0381 0.0386 0.0768Hauling 0.1702 2.6277 1.9834 5.9700e-

003

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 592.3534 592.3534

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

0.1768 596.06710.4022 0.4022 0.3700 0.3700Total 0.7423 8.8100 3.0671 5.6400e-

003

0.0000 592.3534 592.3534 0.1768 596.06710.4022 0.4022 0.3700 0.3700Off-Road 0.7423 8.8100 3.0671 5.6400e-

003

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

904.0815 904.0815

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

0.0137 904.36990.3009 0.0565 0.3575 0.0820 0.0520 0.1340Total 0.3063 3.5079 3.7710 9.0900e-

003

120.0108 120.0108 7.2600e-

003

120.16310.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307Worker 0.0514 0.0688 0.7205 1.3700e-

003

176.6227 176.6227 1.4700e-

003

176.65360.0499 0.0134 0.0633 0.0142 0.0123 0.0265Vendor 0.0848 0.8114 1.0672 1.7500e-

003

607.4480 607.4480 5.0100e-

003

607.55320.1393 0.0420 0.1813 0.0381 0.0386 0.0768Hauling 0.1702 2.6277 1.9834 5.9700e-

003

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

Page 7 of 7



1.3 User Entered Comments & Non-Default Data

Land Use - User Defined Retail was assumed to represent one creative billboard or creative tall wall sign.

Construction Phase - See 3.0, Construction Detail.

Off-road Equipment - Operation of 1 Crane for a maximum of 8 hours/day. Assumed hand-applied coating. See 3.0, Construction Detail. 

CO2 Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

630.89 CH4 Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

0.029 N2O Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

0.006

Climate Zone 11 Operational Year 2015

Utility Company Southern California Edison

0

1.2 Other Project Characteristics

Urbanization Urban Wind Speed (m/s) 2.2 Precipitation Freq (Days) 33

Size Metric Lot Acreage Floor Surface Area Population

User Defined Retail 1,000.00 User Defined Unit 0.10 1,000.00

Trips and VMT - See 3.0, Construction Detail.

Architectural Coating - Assumed architectural coating of 1,000 SF of exterior area.

CalEEMod Version: CalEEMod.2013.2.2 Date: 1/29/2015 3:15 PM

Sunset Strip Creative Billboard and Tall Wall Sign Zoning Amendments Project

Los Angeles-South Coast County, Summer

1.0 Project Characteristics

1.1 Land Usage

Land Uses
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0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

NBio-CO2 Total CO2 CH4 N20 CO2e

Percent 

Reduction

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Exhaust 

PM10

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

0.0000 1,506.463

9

1,506.4639 0.1905 0.0000 1,510.46390.3009 0.4584 0.7594 0.0820 0.4217 0.5037Total 12.6158 12.2014 6.4503 0.0148

0.0000 1,506.463

9

1,506.4639 0.1905 0.0000 1,510.46390.3009 0.4584 0.7594 0.0820 0.4217 0.50372015 12.6158 12.2014 6.4503 0.0148

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Year lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 1,506.463

9

1,506.4639

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

0.1905 0.0000 1,510.46390.3009 0.4584 0.7594 0.0820 0.4217 0.5037Total 12.6158 12.2014 6.4503 0.0148

0.0000 1,506.463

9

1,506.4639 0.1905 0.0000 1,510.46390.3009 0.4584 0.7594 0.0820 0.4217 0.50372015 12.6158 12.2014 6.4503 0.0148

CH4 N2O CO2e

Year lb/day lb/day

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2

Unmitigated Construction

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM10 

Total

2.0 Emissions Summary

2.1 Overall Construction (Maximum Daily Emission)

NBio- CO2 Total CO2
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6.90 20.00 LD_Mix HDT_Mix HHDT

3.1 Mitigation Measures Construction

Architectural Coating 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 14.70

14.70 6.90 20.00 LD_Mix HDT_Mix HHDT

6.90 20.00 LD_Mix HDT_Mix HHDT

Building Construction - 

Deconstruction

1 10.00 8.00 8.00

Building Construction - 

Installation

1 10.00 8.00 8.00 14.70

Worker Trip 

Length

Vendor Trip 

Length

Hauling Trip 

Length

Worker Vehicle 

Class

Vendor 

Vehicle Class

Hauling 

Vehicle Class

Trips and VMT

Phase Name Offroad Equipment 

Count

Worker Trip 

Number

Vendor Trip 

Number

Hauling Trip 

Number

Building Construction - Deconstruction Cranes 1 8.00 226 0.29

Load Factor

Building Construction - Installation Cranes 1 8.00 226 0.29

OffRoad Equipment

Phase Name Offroad Equipment Type Amount Usage Hours Horse Power

1

Residential Indoor: 0; Residential Outdoor: 0; Non-Residential Indoor: 0; Non-Residential Outdoor: 1,000 (Architectural Coating – sqft)

3 Building Construction - 

Deconstruction

Building Construction 6/2/2015 6/2/2015 5

1

2 Architectural Coating Architectural Coating 6/1/2015 6/1/2015 5 1

End Date Num Days 

Week

Num Days Phase Description

1 Building Construction - 

Installation

Building Construction 6/1/2015 6/1/2015 5

3.0 Construction Detail

Construction Phase

Phase 

Number

Phase Name Phase Type Start Date
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0.0000 592.3534 592.3534 0.1768 596.06710.4022 0.4022 0.3700 0.3700Total 0.7423 8.8100 3.0671 5.6400e-

003

0.0000 592.3534 592.3534 0.1768 596.06710.4022 0.4022 0.3700 0.3700Off-Road 0.7423 8.8100 3.0671 5.6400e-

003

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

914.1105 914.1105

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

0.0136 914.39690.3009 0.0562 0.3572 0.0820 0.0517 0.1337Total 0.2860 3.3914 3.3833 9.1900e-

003

127.1422 127.1422 7.2600e-

003

127.29450.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307Worker 0.0493 0.0620 0.7646 1.4500e-

003

178.0950 178.0950 1.4300e-

003

178.12500.0499 0.0133 0.0631 0.0142 0.0122 0.0264Vendor 0.0766 0.7910 0.8882 1.7600e-

003

608.8733 608.8733 4.9500e-

003

608.97730.1393 0.0418 0.1811 0.0381 0.0385 0.0766Hauling 0.1601 2.5384 1.7304 5.9800e-

003

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

592.3534 592.3534

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

0.1768 596.06710.4022 0.4022 0.3700 0.3700Total 0.7423 8.8100 3.0671 5.6400e-

003

592.3534 592.3534 0.1768 596.06710.4022 0.4022 0.3700 0.3700Off-Road 0.7423 8.8100 3.0671 5.6400e-

003

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

3.2 Building Construction - Installation - 2015
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0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Total 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Worker 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Vendor 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Hauling 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 0.0000

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Total 11.5875 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Off-Road 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Archit. Coating 11.5875

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

914.1105 914.1105

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

3.3 Architectural Coating - 2015

0.0136 914.39690.3009 0.0562 0.3572 0.0820 0.0517 0.1337Total 0.2860 3.3914 3.3833 9.1900e-

003

127.1422 127.1422 7.2600e-

003

127.29450.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307Worker 0.0493 0.0620 0.7646 1.4500e-

003

178.0950 178.0950 1.4300e-

003

178.12500.0499 0.0133 0.0631 0.0142 0.0122 0.0264Vendor 0.0766 0.7910 0.8882 1.7600e-

003

608.8733 608.8733 4.9500e-

003

608.97730.1393 0.0418 0.1811 0.0381 0.0385 0.0766Hauling 0.1601 2.5384 1.7304 5.9800e-

003

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2
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592.3534 592.3534 0.1768 596.06710.4022 0.4022 0.3700 0.3700Total 0.7423 8.8100 3.0671 5.6400e-

003

592.3534 592.3534 0.1768 596.06710.4022 0.4022 0.3700 0.3700Off-Road 0.7423 8.8100 3.0671 5.6400e-

003

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 0.0000

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

3.4 Building Construction - Deconstruction - 2015

0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Total 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Worker 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Vendor 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Hauling 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Total 11.5875 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Off-Road 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Archit. Coating 11.5875

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2
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914.1105 914.1105 0.0136 914.39690.3009 0.0562 0.3572 0.0820 0.0517 0.1337Total 0.2860 3.3914 3.3833 9.1900e-

003

127.1422 127.1422 7.2600e-

003

127.29450.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307Worker 0.0493 0.0620 0.7646 1.4500e-

003

178.0950 178.0950 1.4300e-

003

178.12500.0499 0.0133 0.0631 0.0142 0.0122 0.0264Vendor 0.0766 0.7910 0.8882 1.7600e-

003

608.8733 608.8733 4.9500e-

003

608.97730.1393 0.0418 0.1811 0.0381 0.0385 0.0766Hauling 0.1601 2.5384 1.7304 5.9800e-

003

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 592.3534 592.3534

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

0.1768 596.06710.4022 0.4022 0.3700 0.3700Total 0.7423 8.8100 3.0671 5.6400e-

003

0.0000 592.3534 592.3534 0.1768 596.06710.4022 0.4022 0.3700 0.3700Off-Road 0.7423 8.8100 3.0671 5.6400e-

003

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

914.1105 914.1105

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

0.0136 914.39690.3009 0.0562 0.3572 0.0820 0.0517 0.1337Total 0.2860 3.3914 3.3833 9.1900e-

003

127.1422 127.1422 7.2600e-

003

127.29450.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307Worker 0.0493 0.0620 0.7646 1.4500e-

003

178.0950 178.0950 1.4300e-

003

178.12500.0499 0.0133 0.0631 0.0142 0.0122 0.0264Vendor 0.0766 0.7910 0.8882 1.7600e-

003

608.8733 608.8733 4.9500e-

003

608.97730.1393 0.0418 0.1811 0.0381 0.0385 0.0766Hauling 0.1601 2.5384 1.7304 5.9800e-

003

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2
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1.3 User Entered Comments & Non-Default Data

Land Use - User Defined Retail was assumed to represent 46 creative billboards and creative tall wall signs.

Construction Phase - See 3.0, Construction Detail.

Off-road Equipment - Operation of 1 Crane for a maximum of 8 hours/day. Assumed hand-applied coating. See 3.0, Construction Detail. 

Trips and VMT - See 3.0, Construction Detail.

CO2 Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

630.89 CH4 Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

0.029 N2O Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

0.006

33

Climate Zone 11 Operational Year 2015

Utility Company Southern California Edison

1.2 Other Project Characteristics

Urbanization Urban Wind Speed (m/s) 2.2 Precipitation Freq (Days)

Metric Lot Acreage Floor Surface Area Population

User Defined Retail 46,000.00 User Defined Unit 1.00 46,000.00 0

Architectural Coating - Assumed architectural coating of 1,000 SF of exterior area.

CalEEMod Version: CalEEMod.2013.2.2 Date: 1/29/2015 3:55 PM

Sunset Strip Creative Billboard and Tall Wall Sign Zoning Amendments Project

Los Angeles-South Coast County, Annual

1.0 Project Characteristics

1.1 Land Usage

Land Uses Size
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0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

NBio-CO2 Total CO2 CH4 N20 CO2e

Percent 

Reduction

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Exhaust 

PM10

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

0.0000 62.5975 62.5975 7.9500e-

003

0.0000 62.76450.0136 0.0211 0.0347 3.7100e-

003

0.0194 0.0231Total 0.3143 0.5696 0.3109 6.8000e-

004

0.0000 62.5975 62.5975 7.9500e-

003

0.0000 62.76450.0136 0.0211 0.0347 3.7100e-

003

0.0194 0.02312015 0.3143 0.5696 0.3109 6.8000e-

004

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Year tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 62.5975 62.5975

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

7.9500e-

003

0.0000 62.76450.0136 0.0211 0.0347 3.7100e-

003

0.0194 0.0231Total 0.3143 0.5696 0.3109 6.8000e-

004

0.0000 62.5975 62.5975 7.9500e-

003

0.0000 62.76450.0136 0.0211 0.0347 3.7100e-

003

0.0194 0.02312015 0.3143 0.5696 0.3109 6.8000e-

004

NBio- CO2 Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Year tons/yr MT/yr

Exhaust 

PM10

PM10 

Total

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2

2.0 Emissions Summary

2.1 Overall Construction

Unmitigated Construction

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5
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6.90 20.00 LD_Mix HDT_Mix HHDTArchitectural Coating 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 14.70

14.70 6.90 20.00 LD_Mix HDT_Mix HHDT

6.90 20.00 LD_Mix HDT_Mix HHDT

Building Construction - 

Deconstruction

1 10.00 8.00 368.00

Building Construction - 

Installation

1 10.00 8.00 368.00 14.70

Worker Trip 

Length

Vendor Trip 

Length

Hauling Trip 

Length

Worker Vehicle 

Class

Vendor 

Vehicle Class

Hauling 

Vehicle Class

Trips and VMT

Phase Name Offroad Equipment 

Count

Worker Trip 

Number

Vendor Trip 

Number

Hauling Trip 

Number

Building Construction - Deconstruction Cranes 1 8.00 226 0.29

Load Factor

Building Construction - Installation Cranes 1 8.00 226 0.29

OffRoad Equipment

Phase Name Offroad Equipment Type Amount Usage Hours Horse Power

46

Residential Indoor: 0; Residential Outdoor: 0; Non-Residential Indoor: 0; Non-Residential Outdoor: 46,000 (Architectural Coating – sqft)

3 Building Construction - 

Deconstruction

Building Construction 8/4/2015 10/6/2015 5

46

2 Architectural Coating Architectural Coating 6/1/2015 8/3/2015 5 46

End Date Num Days 

Week

Num Days Phase Description

1 Building Construction - 

Installation

Building Construction 6/1/2015 8/3/2015 5

3.0 Construction Detail

Construction Phase

Phase 

Number

Phase Name Phase Type Start Date
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0.0000 12.3596 12.3596 3.6900e-

003

0.0000 12.43719.2500e-

003

9.2500e-

003

8.5100e-

003

8.5100e-

003

Total 0.0171 0.2026 0.0705 1.3000e-

004

0.0000 12.3596 12.3596 3.6900e-

003

0.0000 12.43719.2500e-

003

9.2500e-

003

8.5100e-

003

8.5100e-

003

Off-Road 0.0171 0.2026 0.0705 1.3000e-

004

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 18.9392 18.9392

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

2.8000e-

004

0.0000 18.94526.8000e-

003

1.3000e-

003

8.0900e-

003

1.8500e-

003

1.1900e-

003

3.0400e-

003

Total 6.8400e-

003

0.0822 0.0849 2.1000e-

004

0.0000 2.5443 2.5443 1.5000e-

004

0.0000 2.54752.5200e-

003

3.0000e-

005

2.5500e-

003

6.7000e-

004

2.0000e-

005

6.9000e-

004

Worker 1.1200e-

003

1.6200e-

003

0.0169 3.0000e-

005

0.0000 3.7031 3.7031 3.0000e-

005

0.0000 3.70371.1300e-

003

3.1000e-

004

1.4300e-

003

3.2000e-

004

2.8000e-

004

6.0000e-

004

Vendor 1.8800e-

003

0.0190 0.0236 4.0000e-

005

0.0000 12.6918 12.6918 1.0000e-

004

0.0000 12.69403.1500e-

003

9.6000e-

004

4.1100e-

003

8.6000e-

004

8.9000e-

004

1.7500e-

003

Hauling 3.8400e-

003

0.0615 0.0444 1.4000e-

004

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 12.3596 12.3596

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

3.6900e-

003

0.0000 12.43719.2500e-

003

9.2500e-

003

8.5100e-

003

8.5100e-

003

Total 0.0171 0.2026 0.0705 1.3000e-

004

0.0000 12.3596 12.3596 3.6900e-

003

0.0000 12.43719.2500e-

003

9.2500e-

003

8.5100e-

003

8.5100e-

003

Off-Road 0.0171 0.2026 0.0705 1.3000e-

004

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

3.2 Building Construction - Installation - 2015

3.1 Mitigation Measures Construction
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0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Total 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Worker 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Vendor 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Hauling 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Total 0.2665 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Off-Road 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Archit. Coating 0.2665

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 18.9392 18.9392

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

3.3 Architectural Coating - 2015

2.8000e-

004

0.0000 18.94526.8000e-

003

1.3000e-

003

8.0900e-

003

1.8500e-

003

1.1900e-

003

3.0400e-

003

Total 6.8400e-

003

0.0822 0.0849 2.1000e-

004

0.0000 2.5443 2.5443 1.5000e-

004

0.0000 2.54752.5200e-

003

3.0000e-

005

2.5500e-

003

6.7000e-

004

2.0000e-

005

6.9000e-

004

Worker 1.1200e-

003

1.6200e-

003

0.0169 3.0000e-

005

0.0000 3.7031 3.7031 3.0000e-

005

0.0000 3.70371.1300e-

003

3.1000e-

004

1.4300e-

003

3.2000e-

004

2.8000e-

004

6.0000e-

004

Vendor 1.8800e-

003

0.0190 0.0236 4.0000e-

005

0.0000 12.6918 12.6918 1.0000e-

004

0.0000 12.69403.1500e-

003

9.6000e-

004

4.1100e-

003

8.6000e-

004

8.9000e-

004

1.7500e-

003

Hauling 3.8400e-

003

0.0615 0.0444 1.4000e-

004

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2
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0.0000 12.3596 12.3596 3.6900e-

003

0.0000 12.43719.2500e-

003

9.2500e-

003

8.5100e-

003

8.5100e-

003

Total 0.0171 0.2026 0.0705 1.3000e-

004

0.0000 12.3596 12.3596 3.6900e-

003

0.0000 12.43719.2500e-

003

9.2500e-

003

8.5100e-

003

8.5100e-

003

Off-Road 0.0171 0.2026 0.0705 1.3000e-

004

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

3.4 Building Construction - Deconstruction - 2015

0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Total 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Worker 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Vendor 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Hauling 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Total 0.2665 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Off-Road 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000Archit. Coating 0.2665

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2
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0.0000 18.9392 18.9392 2.8000e-

004

0.0000 18.94526.8000e-

003

1.3000e-

003

8.0900e-

003

1.8500e-

003

1.1900e-

003

3.0400e-

003

Total 6.8400e-

003

0.0822 0.0849 2.1000e-

004

0.0000 2.5443 2.5443 1.5000e-

004

0.0000 2.54752.5200e-

003

3.0000e-

005

2.5500e-

003

6.7000e-

004

2.0000e-

005

6.9000e-

004

Worker 1.1200e-

003

1.6200e-

003

0.0169 3.0000e-

005

0.0000 3.7031 3.7031 3.0000e-

005

0.0000 3.70371.1300e-

003

3.1000e-

004

1.4300e-

003

3.2000e-

004

2.8000e-

004

6.0000e-

004

Vendor 1.8800e-

003

0.0190 0.0236 4.0000e-

005

0.0000 12.6918 12.6918 1.0000e-

004

0.0000 12.69403.1500e-

003

9.6000e-

004

4.1100e-

003

8.6000e-

004

8.9000e-

004

1.7500e-

003

Hauling 3.8400e-

003

0.0615 0.0444 1.4000e-

004

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 12.3596 12.3596

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

3.6900e-

003

0.0000 12.43719.2500e-

003

9.2500e-

003

8.5100e-

003

8.5100e-

003

Total 0.0171 0.2026 0.0705 1.3000e-

004

0.0000 12.3596 12.3596 3.6900e-

003

0.0000 12.43719.2500e-

003

9.2500e-

003

8.5100e-

003

8.5100e-

003

Off-Road 0.0171 0.2026 0.0705 1.3000e-

004

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Mitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

0.0000 18.9392 18.9392

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

2.8000e-

004

0.0000 18.94526.8000e-

003

1.3000e-

003

8.0900e-

003

1.8500e-

003

1.1900e-

003

3.0400e-

003

Total 6.8400e-

003

0.0822 0.0849 2.1000e-

004

0.0000 2.5443 2.5443 1.5000e-

004

0.0000 2.54752.5200e-

003

3.0000e-

005

2.5500e-

003

6.7000e-

004

2.0000e-

005

6.9000e-

004

Worker 1.1200e-

003

1.6200e-

003

0.0169 3.0000e-

005

0.0000 3.7031 3.7031 3.0000e-

005

0.0000 3.70371.1300e-

003

3.1000e-

004

1.4300e-

003

3.2000e-

004

2.8000e-

004

6.0000e-

004

Vendor 1.8800e-

003

0.0190 0.0236 4.0000e-

005

0.0000 12.6918 12.6918 1.0000e-

004

0.0000 12.69403.1500e-

003

9.6000e-

004

4.1100e-

003

8.6000e-

004

8.9000e-

004

1.7500e-

003

Hauling 3.8400e-

003

0.0615 0.0444 1.4000e-

004

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Unmitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2
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Off-road Equipment - No equipment.

CalEEMod Version: CalEEMod.2013.2.2 Date: 1/29/2015 4:35 PM

Sunset Strip Creative Billboard and Tall Wall Sign Zoning Amendments Project

Los Angeles-South Coast County, Winter

1.0 Project Characteristics

1.1 Land Usage

Land Uses Size Metric Lot Acreage Floor Surface Area Population

User Defined Retail 1.00 User Defined Unit 0.00 1.00 0

1.2 Other Project Characteristics

Urbanization Urban Wind Speed (m/s) 2.2 Precipitation Freq (Days) 33

Climate Zone 11 Operational Year 2015

Utility Company Southern California Edison

CO2 Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

630.89 CH4 Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

0.029 N2O Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

0.006

1.3 User Entered Comments & Non-Default Data

Land Use - User Defined Retail was assumed for the purposes of estimating mobile sources emissions associated with sign implementation (vehicle trips).

Construction Phase - Construction phase utilized to estimate operational emissions (i.e., motor vehicle trips).

Trips and VMT - 5 round-trip vehicle trips per day for up to 30 days.
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NBio- CO2 Total CO2

2.0 Emissions Summary

2.1 Overall Construction (Maximum Daily Emission) (Operation)

Unmitigated Construction (Operation)

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM10 

Total

CH4 N2O CO2e

Year lb/day lb/day

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2

2015 0.0514 0.0688 0.7205 1.3700e-

003

0.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307 0.0000 120.0108 120.0108 7.2600e-

003

0.0000 120.1631

Total 0.0514 0.0688 0.7205 1.3700e-

003

7.2600e-

003

0.0000 120.16310.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307 0.0000 120.0108 120.0108

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2 Total CO2

Mitigated Construction (Operation)

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

CH4 N2O CO2e

Year lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

2015 0.0514 0.0688 0.7205 1.3700e-

003

0.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307 0.0000 120.0108 120.0108 7.2600e-

003

0.0000 120.1631

Total 0.0514 0.0688 0.7205 1.3700e-

003

0.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307 0.0000 120.0108 120.0108 7.2600e-

003

0.0000 120.1631

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio-CO2 Total CO2 CH4 N20 CO2e

Percent 

Reduction

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
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3.0 Construction (Operation) Detail

Construction Phase

Phase 

Number

Phase Name Phase Type Start Date End Date Num 

Days 

Week

Num Days Phase Description

1 Building Construction - Vehicles Building Construction 6/1/2015 7/10/2015 5 30

Trips and VMT

Phase Name Offroad Equipment 

Count

Worker Trip 

Number

Vendor Trip 

Number

Hauling 

Trip Number

Worker Trip 

Length

Vendor Trip 

Length

Hauling Trip 

Length

Worker Vehicle 

Class

Vendor 

Vehicle Class

Hauling 

Vehicle Class

HDT_Mix HHDT

3.1 Mitigation Measures Construction

Building Construction - 

 Vehicles

0 10.00 0.00 0.00 14.70

NBio- CO2

Unmitigated Construction On-Site

ROG

3.2 Building Construction - Vehicles - 2015

CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

Total CO2

6.90 20.00 LD_Mix

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

NOx

Off-Road 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Total 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000
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PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2 Total CO2

Unmitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Hauling 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Vendor 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Worker 0.0514 0.0688 0.7205 1.3700e-

003

0.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307 120.0108 120.0108 7.2600e-

003

120.1631

Total 0.0514 0.0688 0.7205 1.3700e-

003

7.2600e-

003

120.16310.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307 120.0108 120.0108

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2 Total CO2

Mitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Off-Road 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Total 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2 Total CO2

Mitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Hauling 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Vendor 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Worker 0.0514 0.0688 0.7205 1.3700e-

003

0.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307 120.0108 120.0108 7.2600e-

003

120.1631

Total 0.0514 0.0688 0.7205 1.3700e-

003

7.2600e-

003

120.16310.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307 120.0108 120.0108
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CalEEMod Version: CalEEMod.2013.2.2 Date: 1/29/2015 4:36 PM

Sunset Strip Creative Billboard and Tall Wall Sign Zoning Amendments Project

Los Angeles-South Coast County, Summer

1.0 Project Characteristics

1.1 Land Usage

Land Uses Size Metric Lot Acreage Floor Surface Area Population

User Defined Retail 1.00 User Defined Unit 0.00 1.00 0

1.2 Other Project Characteristics

Urbanization Urban Wind Speed (m/s) 2.2 Precipitation Freq (Days) 33

Climate Zone 11 Operational Year 2015

Utility Company Southern California Edison

CO2 Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

630.89 CH4 Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

0.029 N2O Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

0.006

1.3 User Entered Comments & Non-Default Data

Land Use - User Defined Retail was assumed for the purposes of estimating mobile sources emissions associated with sign implementation (vehicle trips).

Construction Phase - Construction phase utilized to estimate operational emissions (i.e., motor vehicle trips).

Trips and VMT - 5 round-trip vehicle trips per day for up to 30 days.

Off-road Equipment - No equipment.



Exhaust 

PM10

PM10 

Total

2.0 Emissions Summary

2.1 Overall Construction (Maximum Daily Emission) (Operation)

NBio- CO2 Total CO2

Unmitigated Construction (Operation)

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

CH4 N2O CO2e

Year lb/day lb/day

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2

2015 0.0493 0.0620 0.7646 1.4500e-

003

0.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307 0.0000 127.1422 127.1422 7.2600e-

003

0.0000 127.2945

Total 0.0493 0.0620 0.7646 1.4500e-

003

7.2600e-

003

0.0000 127.29450.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307 0.0000 127.1422 127.1422

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

Mitigated Construction (Operation)

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Year lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

2015 0.0493 0.0620 0.7646 1.4500e-

003

0.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307 0.0000 127.1422 127.1422 7.2600e-

003

0.0000 127.2945

Total 0.0493 0.0620 0.7646 1.4500e-

003

0.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307 0.0000 127.1422 127.1422 7.2600e-

003

0.0000 127.2945

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio-CO2 Total CO2 CH4 N20 CO2e

Percent 

Reduction

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00



3.0 Construction (Operation) Detail

6/1/2015 7/10/2015 5

Construction Phase

Phase 

Number

Phase Name Phase Type Start Date

30

End Date Num 

Days 

Week

Num Days Phase Description

1 Building Construction - Vehicles Building Construction

Trips and VMT

Phase Name Offroad Equipment 

Count

Worker Trip 

Number

Vendor Trip 

Number

Hauling 

Trip Number

Worker Trip 

Length

Vendor Trip 

Length

Hauling Trip 

Length

Worker Vehicle 

Class

Vendor 

Vehicle Class

Hauling 

Vehicle Class

3.2 Building Construction - Vehicles - 2015

HDT_Mix HHDT

3.1 Mitigation Measures Construction

Building Construction - 

 Vehicles

0 10.00 0.00 0.00 14.70 6.90 20.00 LD_Mix

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

Unmitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Off-Road 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Total 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000



PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

Unmitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Hauling 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Vendor 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Worker 0.0493 0.0620 0.7646 1.4500e-

003

0.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307 127.1422 127.1422 7.2600e-

003

127.2945

Total 0.0493 0.0620 0.7646 1.4500e-

003

7.2600e-

003

127.29450.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307 127.1422 127.1422

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

Mitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Off-Road 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Total 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

Mitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category lb/day lb/day

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Hauling 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Vendor 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Worker 0.0493 0.0620 0.7646 1.4500e-

003

0.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307 127.1422 127.1422 7.2600e-

003

127.2945

Total 0.0493 0.0620 0.7646 1.4500e-

003

7.2600e-

003

127.29450.1118 1.1200e-

003

0.1129 0.0296 1.0200e-

003

0.0307 127.1422 127.1422



Off-road Equipment - No equipment.

CalEEMod Version: CalEEMod.2013.2.2 Date: 1/29/2015 4:37 PM

Sunset Strip Creative Billboard and Tall Wall Sign Zoning Amendments Project

Los Angeles-South Coast County, Annual

1.0 Project Characteristics

1.1 Land Usage

Land Uses Size Metric Lot Acreage Floor Surface Area Population

User Defined Retail 1.00 User Defined Unit 0.00 1.00 0

1.2 Other Project Characteristics

Urbanization Urban Wind Speed (m/s) 2.2 Precipitation Freq (Days) 33

Climate Zone 11 Operational Year 2015

Utility Company Southern California Edison

CO2 Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

630.89 CH4 Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

0.029 N2O Intensity 

(lb/MWhr)

0.006

1.3 User Entered Comments & Non-Default Data

Land Use - User Defined Retail was assumed for the purposes of estimating mobile sources emissions associated with sign implementation (vehicle 

trips).

Construction Phase - Construction phase utilized to estimate operational emissions (i.e., motor vehicle trips).

Trips and VMT - 5 round-trip vehicle trips per day for up to 30 days.
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NBio- CO2 Total CO2

2.0 Emissions Summary

2.1 Overall Construction (Operation)

Unmitigated Construction (Operation)

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM10 

Total

CH4 N2O CO2e

Year tons/yr MT/yr

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2

2015 7.3000e-

004

1.0600e-

003

0.0110 2.0000e-

005

1.6400e-

003

2.0000e-

005

1.6600e-

003

4.4000e-

004

2.0000e-

005

4.5000e-

004

0.0000 1.6593 1.6593 1.0000e-

004

0.0000 1.6614

Total 7.3000e-

004

1.0600e-

003

0.0110 2.0000e-

005

1.0000e-

004

0.0000 1.66141.6400e-

003

2.0000e-

005

1.6600e-

003

4.4000e-

004

2.0000e-

005

4.5000e-

004

0.0000 1.6593 1.6593

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

Mitigated Construction (Operation)

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Year tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

2015 7.3000e-

004

1.0600e-

003

0.0110 2.0000e-

005

1.6400e-

003

2.0000e-

005

1.6600e-

003

4.4000e-

004

2.0000e-

005

4.5000e-

004

0.0000 1.6593 1.6593 1.0000e-

004

0.0000 1.6614

Total 7.3000e-

004

1.0600e-

003

0.0110 2.0000e-

005

1.6400e-

003

2.0000e-

005

1.6600e-

003

4.4000e-

004

2.0000e-

005

4.5000e-

004

0.0000 1.6593 1.6593 1.0000e-

004

0.0000 1.6614

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio-CO2 Total CO2 CH4 N20 CO2e

Percent 

Reduction

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
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3.0 Construction (Operation) Detail

Construction Phase

Phase 

Number

Phase Name Phase Type Start Date End Date Num 

Days 

Week

Num Days Phase Description

1 Building Construction - Vehicles Building Construction 6/1/2015 7/10/2015 5 30

Trips and VMT

Phase Name Offroad Equipment 

Count

Worker Trip 

Number

Vendor Trip 

Number

Hauling 

Trip Number

Worker Trip 

Length

Vendor Trip 

Length

Hauling Trip 

Length

Worker Vehicle 

Class

Vendor 

Vehicle Class

Hauling 

Vehicle Class

3.2 Building Construction - Vehicles - 2015

HDT_Mix HHDT

3.1 Mitigation Measures Construction

Building Construction - 

 Vehicles

0 10.00 0.00 0.00 14.70 6.90 20.00 LD_Mix

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

Unmitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Off-Road 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Total 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000
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PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

Unmitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Hauling 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Vendor 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Worker 7.3000e-

004

1.0600e-

003

0.0110 2.0000e-

005

1.6400e-

003

2.0000e-

005

1.6600e-

003

4.4000e-

004

2.0000e-

005

4.5000e-

004

0.0000 1.6593 1.6593 1.0000e-

004

0.0000 1.6614

Total 7.3000e-

004

1.0600e-

003

0.0110 2.0000e-

005

1.0000e-

004

0.0000 1.66141.6400e-

003

2.0000e-

005

1.6600e-

003

4.4000e-

004

2.0000e-

005

4.5000e-

004

0.0000 1.6593 1.6593

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

Mitigated Construction On-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Off-Road 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Total 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.00000.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

PM2.5 

Total

Bio- CO2 NBio- CO2

Mitigated Construction Off-Site

ROG NOx CO SO2 Fugitive 

PM10

Exhaust 

PM10

Total CO2 CH4 N2O CO2e

Category tons/yr MT/yr

PM10 

Total

Fugitive 

PM2.5

Exhaust 

PM2.5

Hauling 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Vendor 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Worker 7.3000e-

004

1.0600e-

003

0.0110 2.0000e-

005

1.6400e-

003

2.0000e-

005

1.6600e-

003

4.4000e-

004

2.0000e-

005

4.5000e-

004

0.0000 1.6593 1.6593 1.0000e-

004

0.0000 1.6614

Total 7.3000e-

004

1.0600e-

003

0.0110 2.0000e-

005

1.0000e-

004

0.0000 1.66141.6400e-

003

2.0000e-

005

1.6600e-

003

4.4000e-

004

2.0000e-

005

4.5000e-

004

0.0000 1.6593 1.6593
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APPENDIX C 

Native American Heritage Commission Sacred 

Lands Correspondence  
  





SB 18 Contact List Request 

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION 
1550 Harbor Blvd., Suite 100  

West Sacramento, CA 95691 

(916) 373-3710  

(916) 373-5471 – Fax 

nahc@nahc.ca.gov 

Project: Sunset Strip Off-Site Signage Project (#8727) 

County: Los Angeles 

USGS Quadrangle(s) Name: 
1) Beverly Hills, CA Township: 1 South Range: 14 West  Section: 7, 8, 18;

2) Hollywood, CA Township: 1 South Range: 14 West  Section: 8

Company/Firm/Agency: Dudek 

Contact Person: Samantha Murray, M.A., RPA 

Street Address: 38 N. Marengo Avenue 

City:  Pasadena   Zip: 91101 

Phone: 626-204-9826   Fax: 626-204-9834 

Email: smurray@dudek.com 

Project Description:  The proposed project would amend the City of West 

Hollywood’s Zoning Ordinance and the Sunset Specific Plan to allow for 

creative tall wall signs and to revise existing regulations for creative billboards 

along the Sunset Strip. The attached project location map shows the area in 

which the proposed zoning text amendments and specific plan amendments 

would apply. The proposed project would provide regulations for temporary, 

creative modifications to existing and entitled billboards and tall wall signs. No 

ground disturbance is proposed as part of this project  Because the project 

requires a Specific Plan Amendment, the City of West Hollywood understands 

that SB 18 notification is required. As such, Dudek is requesting the 

appropriate SB 18 contact list so that the City may initiate notification to the 

appropriate groups.  





FIGURE 2
Project Area

SUNSET STRIP OFF-SITE SIGNAGE PROJECT
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APPENDIX D 

Driver Distraction Memorandum –  

Digital Off-Site Signage 





 

600 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1050, Los Angeles, CA 90017  (213) 261-3050  

www.fehrandpeers.com 

 

 

 

 

 

DRAFT MEMORANDUM 
 

Date:  December 16, 2014 

To:  Bianca Siegl, City of West Hollywood  

From:  Jeremy Klop and Chelsea Richer, Fehr & Peers 

Subject: Digital Off-Site Signage: Implications for Distracted Driving and Traffic Safety 

 

Ref: LA14-2717.00 

The City of West Hollywood is embarking on an effort to develop a unique and immersive signage district 

along a 1.6-mile corridor of Sunset Boulevard known as the Sunset Strip. This effort aims to capitalize on 

the creativity within the City and the history of unique signs on Sunset, to encourage distinctive and 

engaging content that cannot be found anywhere else. In recognition that some of the most creative 

signage and advertising efforts are integrating digital and potentially animated components, and to 

appropriately address any potential concerns about the effects of these components on traffic safety 

along the Sunset Strip, the City of West Hollywood has commissioned research into the safety effects of 

digital signage in advance of the development of new signage regulations.  

This memo summarizes and applies the available research to the context of the Sunset Strip. Reports on 

the effects of digital off-site signage on traffic safety fall primarily into two categories: academic studies, 

which largely support the idea that digital billboard signage in general is distracting and unsafe, and 

industry studies or reports, which primarily support the idea that academic research is inconclusive and 

causality cannot be proven. As such, signage industry reports often offer standards for optimal operation 

of digital signage, while land use and zoning industry reports present strategies for legally constraining 

digital signage proliferation.  

The remainder of this memo first presents a summary of findings in each category, then provides 

recommended standards of operation, and finally includes a discussion of the application of the research 

to the development of an iconic signage district along Sunset Strip in West Hollywood. Appendix 1, 

attached, includes additional information about the existing conditions with regard to average daily traffic 

volume and collisions along the Sunset Strip and a comparative site within the City of West Hollywood, 

Santa Monica Boulevard.  

ACADEMIC STUDIES 

A series of FHWA-commissioned studies comprehensively review the literature on electronic and digital 

signage, beginning with Wachtel and Netherton in 1980, continuing with Farbry, et al in 2001, and most 

recently with Wachtel in 2009. Many of the studies referenced in these reviews establish a theoretical 
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underpinning of the traffic safety concern in human factors research, cognitive science, and the field of 

psychology. The 2009 Wachtel report reviews 150 academic and industry studies, pointing out the 

challenges of generalizing findings from any single study, particularly in developing context-specific 

regulations (Wachtel, 2009). A corollary report for the FHWA outlining future research needs in this area 

states that the available literature is inconclusive, despite a trend of minimal but present safety effects due 

to digital signage (Molino, et al, 2009). Wachtel concludes that existing research, along with the 

established (and intended) cognitive and psychological effects of digital billboards on driver distraction, 

are concerning enough to warrant a conservative approach to developing regulations for digital billboard 

signage (Wachtel, 2009).  

The 2009 Wachtel report, other recent academic studies, and numerous professional presentations and 

reports cite a “breakthrough study” conducted in 2006 using data collected over 18 months in a 

naturalistic setting, tracking the behavior of 100 vehicles equipped with video and sensor devices 

(Wachtel, 2009; Klauer, et al, 2006). The database generated by this study allowed for analysis of factors 

associated with crashes, near crashes, and critical incidents. A follow-up analysis to the initial study, 

released by the National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration (NHTSA) in 2006, found that 

distractions causing the driver to glance away 

from the forward roadway for more than two 

seconds increased the risk of crashing or having a 

near crash by at least two times over normal 

driving (Klauer, et al, 2006). However, the study 

also found that for drivers reporting drowsiness, 

the presence of a demanding driving 

environment resulted in lower crash risk 

compared to flat and less visually demanding 

environments (Klauer et al, 2006). While crash 

incidence was shown to increase overall with 

diverted glances longer than two seconds, 

correlations based on the type and severity of 

crashes were not included in the study.  

Since the 2009 Wachtel report, several studies that aim to expand our understanding of the effects of 

digital billboards and signage on driver distraction and traffic safety have been published. These peer-

reviewed studies consistently report adverse effects on driver behavior associated with the presence of 

digital billboards, often using the two-second rule established by the 100 Car Naturalistic Study (Edquist, 

et al, 2011; Milloy and Caird, 2011; Dukic, 2013; Roberts, 2013; Divekar, et al, 2013). However, the driving 

environment is often so complex that, as Wachtel points out, it may be impossible to attribute direct 

causality between a feature of the external environment and an increase or decrease in the number of 

traffic collisions (Wachtel, 2009). 

Similarly, one major limitation of the above studies is that they do not consider, explicitly describe, or 

disaggregate data based on land use context. The nuance in how driver distraction differs on heavily 

trafficked arterials with a lot of commercial activity compared to rural arterials or compared to highways is 

Figure 1: Four perspectives captured by the instrumentation in 

vehicles participating in the 100 Car Naturalistic Study 
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lost in the analysis. Those that do specify context face the challenge of demonstrating their findings are 

generalizable.   

Of the studies reviewed, one described a land use and development pattern similar to the Sunset Strip 

(Smiley, et al, 2005). The study took place in Downtown Toronto, using three arterial intersection sites to 

assess safe behavior and conflicts associated with video billboards. This study found that the presence of 

video billboards, particularly at wide viewing angles off the line of sight or in areas without other visual 

clutter, contributed to more dangerous driving behavior with longer periods of the drivers’ eyes off the 

road. In a collision analysis comparing the number of collisions before sign installation with the number of 

collisions after sign installation, the authors found a statistically insignificant increase of 13% and 43% for 

rear-end crashes and injury crashes, respectively (Smiley, et al, 2005). The results are statistically 

insignificant due to small sample size (Smiley, et al, 2005).  

Driver distraction on a highway poses different risks than it does along an urban arterial. On a highway, 

vehicles travel faster but encounter fewer vulnerable users such as pedestrians or bicyclists. The presence 

of distractions along an urban arterial demands a constant level of attention, while highway users can 

become lulled into inattention and then surprised by unexpected events. Higher ambient lighting levels 

along urban arterials may mitigate some of the concerns about the blinding effects of digital signage that 

otherwise exist on rural or suburban roads.  

Similarly, driver characteristics affect the risk of distraction or inattention. Results from a survey given all 

participating drivers as part of the 100 Car Naturalistic Study indicated that driver age, experience, self-

reported traffic violations and accidents, daytime sleepiness rating, and personality result in significantly 

different levels of involvement in inattention-related crashes and near crashes (Klauer, et al, 2006). These 

factors are largely outside the control of the regulatory environment for digital signage, particularly for a 

corridor such as the Sunset Strip, which serves commuters, nightlife, tourists, young and old drivers, 

among others. 

INDUSTRY REPORTS 

Four key studies have been published with support from the advertising industry, all demonstrating no 

adverse effects from digital billboards (Lee, et al, 2007; Tantala and Tantala, 2007; Tantala and Tantala, 

2009; Hawkins, et al, 2012). These studies range from more naturalistic experiments with real drivers on 

real roadways to simulator studies in a laboratory.  

Though these studies have been promoted as “groundbreaking” findings that demonstrate no causal 

relationship, in actuality, they are not more or less conclusive than most of the academic literature cited 

above. These studies have been “debunked” by academic researchers cited above such as Wachtel and 

Morris, and given those severe methodological deficiencies, the data presented in these studies does not 

paint a compelling picture of safety related to digital billboards (Wachtel, 2007; Morris, 2009).   

In addition to industry-sponsored studies, industry reports provide summaries and interpretations of the 

research related to digital signage and driver distraction. A 2004 report claims that despite the 

conservative approach to safety concerns, the ensuing 20 years of “inevitable” technology proliferation in 

billboards has shown there to be no observable spike in traffic safety concerns related to billboards. The 

report goes on to document some guidelines that have become regulatory standards (US Sign Council, 
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2004). The report also points out that many cities permit or encourage engaging signage, frequently 

digital, in the urban core to help cultivate a feeling of excitement and engagement (US Sign Council, 

2004).  

Similarly and more recently, the International Sign Association (ISA) produced guidelines for the “five key 

regulatory distinctions:” brightness, message hold times, transition method, transition duration, and 

area/square footage (Carpentier, et al, 2014). These are discussed in the final section of this memo.  

APPLICATION TO SUNSET STRIP SIGNAGE DISTRICT  

Despite the limited conclusive evidence provided by the academic or industry studies, several key lessons 

from the literature review can be applied to the Sunset Strip context:  

 Digital signage with full motion animation or interactive components should not be targeted at 

drivers. Instead, full motion animation or interactive digital signage is appropriate for the 

pedestrian scale. It is possible that over time, technological advancements may allow marketers to 

target interactivity only at vehicle passengers and not vehicle drivers. Until this technology is 

demonstrable, passively interactive billboard components may be acceptable under certain 

conditions, but components that require the active, real-time participation from the driver should 

be avoided.     

 Digital signage with changing messages should be regulated to avoid negative effects on driver 

focus and decision-making associated with rapid motion.   

 Synchronize and coordinate signal timing along the corridor to encourage slower speeds during 

periods when high speeds are observed. 

 Consider coordinating signal timing patterns with digital signage movement or transitions, 

changing the message or allowing for animation only when vehicles along Sunset Blvd are fully 

stopped or fully moving; avoid signage movement in the time leading up to the signal phasing 

change. Based on the literature reviewed for this document, this approach to digital signage has 

not yet been attempted by any cities. Furthermore, it may be difficult to achieve coordination 

along Sunset Blvd based on the curving/sloping roadway geometry, sight lines, and the adjacent 

land uses.  

 Consider requiring operator control of digital signage which can dynamically change with 

roadway conditions such as speed, weather, time of day, or congestion, to provide a temporally-

sensitive and spatially-sensitive approach to digital signage operations.  

 Consider requiring digital billboards to include a certain amount of public content, such as Public 

Service Announcements, which address safety concerns along the corridor. For example, late at 

night, PSAs could cycle through normal advertising, featuring content about drinking and driving.  

Tantala succinctly summarizes overarching traffic safety concerns: “Accidents occur with or without 

billboards” (Tantala, 2009). In developing a unique and immersive signage district for the Sunset Strip, 

West Hollywood could consider the following additional treatments to address existing traffic safety 

concerns, related or unrelated to the signage context, and improve future traffic safety along the corridor: 
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 Improve the pedestrian environment by continuing to install facilities such as frequent pedestrian 

crossings, curb-bulb outs, median islands, hybrid beacons, street trees or other landscaping, and 

pedestrian scale street lighting.  

 Continue pursuing leading pedestrian interval signals that give pedestrians a head-start crossing 

the street. 

 Continue to limit or prohibit right turns on red at locations where pedestrian collisions have been 

observed. Permitted right turns on red can encourage drivers to make dangerous maneuvers that 

affect pedestrian safety.  

 Encourage visitors to the Sunset Strip to move about as pedestrians rather than drivers or 

passengers by implementing a “park once” strategy, expanding or adjusting routes on local transit 

service (i.e., CityLine and PickUp Line), and by engaging in an encouragement campaign with 

shops, bars, restaurants, and entertainment venues along the Sunset Strip.   

 Implement design treatments that naturally reduce the travel speed of the corridor during hours 

when speeding is a problem.  

With the academic and industry studies in mind, it can be helpful to look to other cities that have 

confronted this type of regulatory challenge. Times Square in New York City offers a unique case where a 

city has encouraged digital sign proliferation by explicitly requiring size and brightness minimums for 

each parcel within the special Theater Subdistrict overlay zone, along Broadway and 7
th

 Avenue between 

43
rd

 Street and 50
th

 Street. The New York City Department of City Planning sets these requirements based 

on a luminance unit of measure created specifically and uniquely for Times Square. In conversations with 

NYC Department of Transportation and Department of City Planning officials, the traffic safety concern 

related to digital signage distraction is relatively minimal. Even after the 2009 conversion of Broadway to a 

pedestrian plaza – a significant change in the traffic environment – the guidelines related to digital 

signage did not change.  

Times Square has long been a pedestrian-oriented environment; the 2009 change to the Broadway built 

environment cemented that orientation by providing more space for pedestrians to linger. In a 2014 

market research report released by the Times Square Alliance, survey data showed that 95% of 

respondents (all surveyed on foot) spent more than 1 minute looking at the signs and billboards in Times 

Square, and 83% of respondents said that signs/advertising added to the appeal of Times Square.  

The context in Times Square is considerably different than the Sunset Strip. The 1.6-mile Sunset Strip is 

nearly five times longer than the 0.35-mile Special Times Square zone in the Theater Subdistrict in 

Manhattan. Average vehicle speeds through Times Square hover around 7 miles per hour, and over 60% 

of vehicles traveling through Times Square are taxis or black cars (Green Light for Midtown, 2010). The 

New York City street grid provides many alternate north/south routes that eliminate the need to travel 

through Times Square by vehicle. Pedestrians in Times Square outnumber vehicles ten-to-one (Green 

Light for Midtown, 2010). Still, Times Square offers some key lessons for the development of a special 

signage district along Sunset Strip: 
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 Context-sensitive standards for illuminance of digital signs should take into account ambient light 

that already exists along Sunset Boulevard at different times of the day, in order to avoid any 

blinding effects on drivers. 

 Immersive signage environments are especially effective for advertisers in slower, pedestrian-

oriented spaces (Times Square Alliance, 2014). 

 Slow traffic speeds and sufficient facilities for other modes such as pedestrians and bicyclists can 

mitigate some concern over driver distraction.  
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POTENTIAL SIGNAGE STANDARDS 

The following categories summarize the available regulatory options, some or all of which may be 

desirable regulatory options for the City of West Hollywood along Sunset Blvd. Areas of particular concern 

would include lighting or motion characteristics that could be mistaken by a driver as a traffic control 

device or an emergency vehicle, such as red or yellow lights accompanied by flashing or strobing effects. 

Similarly, flashing motion, strobing effects, or blinding luminance would a high priority area for 

regulations in light of traffic safety concerns. 

Animation and Movement 

This key regulatory issue has significant potential safety implications. Full motion video signage typically 

appears in areas outside a particular municipal jurisdiction, such as along highways running through 

unincorporated areas. This type of signage also appears in high density commercial districts such as Times 

Square (Mandelker and Baker, 2014). Some types of movement are considered to be more distracting 

than other types, and accordingly regulations can be crafted to prohibit “flashing, strobing, or racing” 

effects (Morris, 2009; Roberts, 2013).   

The State of California also prohibits any “red or blinking or intermittent light likely to be mistaken for a 

warning or danger signal” if the sign is visible from a highway (Caltrans, 2014).  

Placement and Spacing 

Lateral placement should reduce the driver’s need to turn his head in order to view the sign by minimizing 

the angle away from the forward view (Roberts, 2013; Smiley, et al, 2005).  

Signage should not be placed in spaces that are already visually cluttered or along segments that are 

highly demanding for drivers based on the geometry of the roadway (Roberts, 2013).  

Though this issue has become a key point in developing signage regulations that can hold up under legal 

scrutiny, whether or not a sign is advertising on-site or off-site may not make a difference in terms of 

safety for drivers (Mandelker and Baker, 2014).  

Text Size and Amount 

Roberts (2013) recommends the quantity of information be confined to the number of words that can be 

read during the approach within two seconds, or the point at which away-from-forward glance becomes 

twice as likely to result in a crash. This formula first requires an estimated “legibility distance,” which takes 

into account distance and speed, and a comprehension rate (Roberts, 2013). Roberts recommends a 

comprehension rate of three words per second, depending on font size and complexity, and text 

formatting and design (Roberts 2013). 

Text size may be regulated to be larger than a minimum size, set by the speed limit of the road and the 

sign industry’s “best practices” formula, or regulated to a maximum number of words, but notes that this 

standard is rarely applied (Morris, 2009).   
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Illuminance 

Illuminance refers to the level of lighting in context with existing ambient lighting. Dr. Ian Lewin of 

Lighting Sciences, Inc. suggests differing illuminance standards for areas of low ambient light and for 

areas of medium to high ambient light. The FHWA recommends adjusting brightness in response to 

ambient light levels to ensure signage is not “unreasonably bright for the safety of the motoring public” 

(FHWA, 2007). In areas of low ambient light, digital signs should not exceed 0.3 footcandles (fcs) when 

measured at the recommended distance based on the size of the sign (Carpentier, 2014). For areas of 

medium to high ambient light, digital signs should not exceed 0.8 fcs (Gottwald, 2011). All digital signs 

should be equipped with auto-dimming technology. These standards refer specifically to on-site signage; 

a lighting engineer should be consulted to ensure appropriate application of standards for off-site 

signage.  

Message Sequencing  

Concern about message sequencing developed out of an understanding of the Zeigarnik Effect, which 

refers to the subconscious compulsion to wait until a message is complete before looking away. For signs 

with scrolling or sequential messages, this effect may encourage drivers to unexpectedly slow down to see 

the conclusion of the sequence (Morris et al, 2009). Roberts (2013) recommends message sequencing 

should be prohibited.    

Message Hold Time 

Message hold time refers to the length of time a message must remain fixed before transitioning to 

another message (Carpentier, et al, 2014). The 2004 US Sign Council report recommends a minimum on-

time for each message in a sequence of messages such that “a motorist traveling the affected road at the 

85th percentile speed would be able to read not more than one complete nor two partial messages in the 

time required to approach and pass the sign” (US Sign Council, 2004). Similarly, Roberts (2013) 

recommends message hold time be adjusted based on the speed environment and visibility distance.  

The FHWA recommends an eight-second duration of display (FHWA). Other researchers similarly 

recommend an average of seven messages per minute, or 8.5 seconds per message (Durham, 2009).  

Fully animated signage would require different standards, for example, the maximum number of seconds 

a video story may run.  If fully animated signage is permitted, regulating message hold time for static 

images or scrolling text may not be necessary. Instead, it would be prudent to apply message transition 

standards, discussed below, to determine the type of motion that may be included in a video.   

Transition Method 

Transition method refers to the way in which one message changes to another message (Carpentier, 

2014). This transition can occur instantaneously, via a dissolve effect, or through some other motion-

dependent effect. Similar to the considerations for message hold time, if fully animated messages are 

permitted, setting a standard for transition methods for otherwise static images or text may not be 

necessary. Roberts (2013) recommends transition method should be instantaneous in order to minimize 

the potential for involuntary distraction or prolonged driver dwell time.  
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Transition Duration 

Transition duration refers to the amount of time it takes to switch from one message to another 

(Carpentier, 2014). The FHWA recommends the transition is kept between 1-2 seconds (FHWA, 2007). 

Similarly, industry standards recommend transition duration specifically for Electronic Message Centers is 

kept to a maximum of one second (Carpentier, 2014). Roberts (2013) recommends transition time should 

be instantaneous. 

Similar to the considerations above, if fully animated messages are permitted, setting maximum transition 

durations may not be necessary.  

Area of Digital Sign 

Area can be regulated by setting a minimum or maximum square footage for a digital sign, or by setting a 

minimum or maximum percentage of the entire sign that may be covered by digital content (Carpentier, 

2014). Industry guidelines recommend billboard area be determined based on context, in coordination 

with the expectations of the community, and with different standards for different zoning districts 

(Carpentier, 2014). Legally, size restrictions do not violate the First Amendment (Baker and Wolpert, 2011).  

Operations 

The timeframe during which a sign is operational can be regulated if the standards pass the “time, place, 

manner” test (Mandelker and Baker, 2014). The standards must be content-neutral, but may require all 

digital or internally-lit signage to turn off or dim after a certain time of night, for example. The standards 

can also require a sign to “rest in dark” rather than “rest in light”. These types of regulations can 

ameliorate community concerns about light pollution or about exacerbating the dangers of impaired 

drivers past a certain time of night.  

The FHWA recommends requiring a default designed to freeze the image in the event of a malfunction 

(FHWA, 2007).  

Operations standards could also address remote operation requirements or prohibitions, or concerns 

about “hacking” and security, however, these are standards are not addressed here as they do not 

contribute to traffic safety concerns.   
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APPENDIX 1 

Based on data from the Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System (SWITRS), accessed through the Transportation 

Injury Mapping System, the following analysis was conducted on collision data from 1/1/2008-12/31/2012 for two 

segments within West Hollywood. The first segment is the Sunset Strip – along Sunset Blvd between Sierra Dr and 

Marmont Ln. The second, comparison segment is along a commercial stretch of Santa Monica Blvd, between Doheney 

Dr and Fairfax Ave. Segment 1 is 1.65 miles in length, while Segment 2 is 1.85 miles in length, so all data has been 

normalized to reflect a “per-mile” figure. The comparison segment was selected because it shares similar land use 

characteristics with the Sunset Strip. 

Table 1 presents the Existing Daily Segment Volumes and 85
th

 Percentile Speeds for each segment, from the General 

Plan 2035 and the West Hollywood Neighborhood Traffic Management division.  

Table 1: Existing Daily Segment Volumes and 85
th

 Percentile Speeds 

  
From To  Volume 

85
th

 Percentile 

Speed 

Segment 1 Sunset Blvd Sierra Dr La Cienega Blvd 51,462 35 mph 

  La Cienega Blvd Marmont Ln 52,231 35 mph 

Segment 2 Santa Monica Blvd Doheny Dr La Cienega Blvd 53,388 34 mph 

  La Cienega Blve Sweetzer Ave 45,313 32 mph 

  Sweetzer Ave Fairfax Ave 46,468 32 mph 

Source: West Hollywood General Plan 2035, http://www.weho.org/home/showdocument?id=17230  

 

Table 2 summarizes the total number of collisions per mile on each segment, and key collision factors related to 

corridors with high levels of night-life.  

Table 2: Collision Factors 

  

Total 

Collisions 

Per Mile 

Percent of 

Total 

Collisions 

DUI 

Percent of Total 

Collisions "Late 

Night" (between 

12:00am-2:59am) 

Percent of 

"Late-Night" 

Collisions DUI 

Percent of 

"Late 

Night" 

Collisions 

Speed-

Related 

Segment 1 Sunset Blvd 105 9% 16% 30% 15% 

Segment 2 Santa Monica Blvd 161 6% 19% 24% 13% 

Source: SWITRS 2008-2012, Fehr & Peers 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.weho.org/home/showdocument?id=17230
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Table 3 summarizes the injuries and fatalities resulting from the collisions.  

Table 3: Injuries and Fatalities 

  

Total Collisions 

Per Mile 

Total Number 

Fatal Collisions 

Per Mile 

Percent of Total 

Collisions 

Resulting in a 

Fatality 

People Injured Per 

Collision 

Segment 1 Sunset Blvd 105 0.6 1% 1.3 

Segment 2 Santa Monica Blvd 161 0.0 0% 1.2 

Source: SWITRS 2008-2012, Fehr & Peers 

 

Table 4 summarizes the pedestrian and bicycle-involved collisions.  

Table 4: Pedestrian and Bicycle Collisions 

  

Total 

Collisions 

Per Mile 

Total 

Pedestrian 

Collisions 

Per Mile 

Percent of Total 

Collisions 

Involving a 

Pedestrian 

Total Bike 

Collisions Per 

Mile 

Percent of 

Total 

Collisions 

Involving a 

Bicyclist 

Segment 1 Sunset Blvd 105 20.6 20% 9.1 9% 

Segment 2 Santa Monica Blvd 161 45.4 28% 18.4 11% 

Source: SWITRS 2008-2012, Fehr & Peers 

 

Table 5 summarizes the injuries and fatalities specifically related to pedestrian and bicycle collisions.  

Table 5: Pedestrian and Bicycle Injuries and Fatalities 

  
Total 

Pedestrian 

Collisions 

Per Mile 

Total 

Number 

Pedestrians 

Injured Per 

Mile 

Total 

Number 

Pedestrians 

Killed Per 

Mile 

Percent of 

Pedestrian 

Collisions 

Resulting in 

Fatality 

Total Bike 

Collisions 

Per Mile 

Total 

Number 

Bicyclists 

Injured 

Per Mile 

Total 

Number 

Bicyclists 

Killed Per 

Mile 

Segment 1 Sunset Blvd 20.6 20.6 0.6 3% 9.1 8.5 0 

Segment 2 Santa 

Monica Blvd 
45.4 47.0 0.0 0% 18.4 18.9 0 

Source: SWITRS 2008-2012, Fehr & Peers 
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