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NEWSBOX
Obamacare 
Continues to 
Greatly Benefit 
LGBTs Dek stioneatempori qui doluptatum hic tore volorum hilia dolo

T
he Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare, 
is proving to be hugely beneficial to low- and mid-
dle-income LGBT people, according to a new study 
by the Center for American Progress.

That organization’s research conducted in 2013 showed 
that one-third of LGBT people with incomes less than 400% 
of the federal poverty level lacked health insurance. Updated 
2014 research findings were, in CAP’s words, “astounding.” 
Over the course of the one year since open ACA enrollment 
began, the uninsured rate among LGBT people fell from 34% to 
26%, better than the decrease in the general population, where 
the uninsured rate dropped 
from 27% to 20%. Despite 
that 24% decline, however, 
35% of transgender indi-
viduals still lack coverage.

The ACA’s requirement 
that insurers not discrimi-
nate on the basis of pre-
existing conditions is a lit-
eral lifesaver for some living 
with HIV, as anti-retroviral 
medications can cost patients up to $3,000 per month if not 
covered by insurance.

Nonetheless, barriers still exist for LGBT people seeking 
health insurance. The CAP identifies discrimination as a signifi-
cant problem, citing the absence of any federal legal protection 
in the workplace, which tends to channel some LGBTs into low-
paying jobs that typically offer no insurance. The persistence 
of marriage inequality in many states also exacerbates the 
problem. Only 38% of LGBT people in the studied population 
were insured by a partner benefit, as compared to 58% of the 
general population.

Some relief, however, is on the way Jan. 1, when new ACA 
provisions will require insurers to provide spousal family cover-
age to same-sex and opposite-sex couples on an equal basis. 
Additionally, at the state level, more and more insurance com-
missioners are issuing directives requiring insurers not to 
exclude transgender people from their plans.

The first year of the ACA “shows great promise, but much 
work remains to be done to ensure that the benefits of the health 
reform efforts reach all who need them, including LGBT people 
and their families,” the report concludes.

Covered California open enrollment is currently underway. 
“Anyone who is currently enrolled, if they are 
happy with their current plan, need 
do nothing but pay the January 
premium,” says out certified 
insurance specialist Sam 
Smith of Genesis Financial 
& Insurance Services. 
“However, it is very impor-
tant that anyone who has 
a change in income report 
it to make sure they are 
getting the correct subsidy 
amount. If an individual 
wants to change plans, they 
can do so at anytime during 
open enrollment, which ends 
Feb. 15.” 

flashbulb

PALEY CENTER FOR MEDIA L.A. GALA, Paley Center, Nov. 12—The annual gala celebrated the 
critical role television has played in the issue of LGBT equality over six decades, marking the 
launch of an expanded LGBT media collection, and chronicling the history of LGBT images in 
the medium. From left: Paley Center for Media President and CEO Maureen J. Reidy with Jason 
Collins, Jesse Tyler Ferguson, Peter Paige, Alyssa Edwards, Carson Kressley, Ryan Murphy, Gale 
Harold, Josh Flagg, Portia de Rossi 

LEGACY AWARDS, Vibiana, Nov. 12—Emmy Award nominee Natasha Lyonne hosted the 10th 
annual awards, benefiting the Outfest UCLA Legacy Project, the largest archive of LGBT moving 
images in the world. From left: Armistead Maupin, Aubrey Plaza with Lyonne, Johnny Chaillot with 
Greg Louganis, Alec Mapa, Robbie Rogers, Hilary Swank

DECADES OF DESIGN OPENING NIGHT, West Hollywood Library, Nov. 19—The first-ever exhibit by 
the West Hollywood Design District explores six decades of WeHo history as a design and style 
mecca. The retrospective will be on display in the library through February 2015. From left: Eileen 
Samet, Martyn Lawrence Bullard, Peter Gurski, Thomas Lavin, Greg Firlotte, West Hollywood 
Mayor John D’Amico, Ahmad Ahmadi, Carol Soucek King, Francesca Garcia Marques

Look out  
for Frontiers’ 

upcoming Dec. 11 issue, 
in which we will be  

producing a comprehensive 
gay health care guide, with 
resources for finding local 

LGBT doctors, dentists 
and other important 

services.
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