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Why Sustainability?

 Climate Change
 Water Scarcity
 Peak Oil
 Air Pollution
 Public Health
 Economic Resiliency
 Regulation



Brundtland Commission
Our Common Future 1989:

“…sustainable development is
development that meets the needs of
the present without compromising the
ability of the future to meet its own
needs…

Perceived needs are socially and
culturally determined, and sustainable
development requires the promotion of
values that encourage consumption
standards that are within the bounds of
the ecological possible and to which all
can reasonably aspire…”

Origins of Local Government Sustainability



Origins of Local Government Sustainability

Agenda 21 –
“Each local authority should enter
into a dialogue with its citizens,
local organizations and private
enterprises and adopt a “local”
Agenda 21.”

“Earth Summit”  United Nations
Rio De Janeiro (1992)



Environment

Economy Equity

Sustainability Applied: Three Legged Stool



Models of Sustainability

• Long-Term Vision
Sustainability is not something to achieve but a long-
term goal to strive for.

• Stable Growth
Ability to provide resources at a rate that allows for a
continuous and stable growth - carrying capacity.

• Adaptive Management
Ongoing effort to strike a harmonious relationship
between environmental, economic, and social issues.
Indicators are typically used to track progress across
various subjects.



Sustainability Applied

Local governments, sustainability efforts are typically
implemented through a range of policies, programs, and
practices, including:

Economic development
Affordable housing
Toxic exposure reduction
Access to education
Access to culture
Community engagement

Solid waste diversion
Storm-water management
Energy conservation
Water conservation
Air quality management
Green procurement



Sustainability Applied -
The Natural Step

• Used by municipalities in Sweden, Canada (Whistler), and
US (Madison, Eugene) as basis for sustainability plans.

• Based on core principles of science and systems theory.
• Analysis tool for identifying ecological problems and

solutions
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Sustainability Applied -  Climate Action

City of Hayward Climate Action Plan



 Sustainability can be an overarching theme.

 Sustainability can be addressed or noted in
each section.

 Sustainability can be addressed in a separate
section - usually focused on environmental
issues.

Sustainability Applied -  General Plans



Sustainability in Context - West Hollywood

 Part of Ballona Creek watershed - urban runoff blended with
LA, Culver City, Beverly Hills

 High water table
 Ongoing stormwater management (BMP) program
 Reliant on non-city entities for utilities

(electricity, water, gas, wastewater treatment)
 No local landfill
 Limited space for composting
 Comprehensive recycling program - in compliance
 Most transit provided by non-City entities (Metro, LADOT)
 Comprehensive green building policy and program
 Incentives for solar energy systems
 Low-water landscaping requirements



Sustainability in Context - West Hollywood

Environmental Task Force

 Series of meetings and discussion from
December 2007 - October 2008

 Focused on environmental issues - energy,
water, waste, mobility, open space

 Developed a series of goals and short- and
long-term recommendations

 Council directed staff to identify the feasibility
of implementing the short-term actions

 Long-term recommendations may be suitable
as General Plan polices
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Sustainability in Context - West Hollywood

Questions?
Discussion …


